The Caleutta Ntrike.
By P. (Moscow).

MacDonald is carrying on in India a policy of bribery
oullving. Unimporiant reformis are pronused. attempts are
> at corruption and the revoiutionary movement is suppres-
This and nothing else is the sense of the policy ot the
rialists carried out by the Labour Government. the wor-
are to be blessed with the reforms, the peasants with a
ion of the ground tax and the industrial bourgeoisie with
vision of customs duties. The purpose ol the action is to
re for British finance capital the commanding economic
tions in India, The promised reforms are, however, as
able to suppress the revoluiionaiy movement or even 10
k it as are the terrorist laws, the .organisation of pogroms,
s1s, terrorist trials and shootings. MacDonald's policy is
Ting one defeat after anc.her. dhe working class of India
not be misled or iniimidated either by relormist promises
w the Terror of the English social imperialists.

In Bombay the fight of the textile workers continues. The
lovers’ association of the textile trade publishes every day
mort of the position in the factories. just as head-quarters
ny the world war reported the situation on the fronts. I
may place any reliance on these reports on the front of the
s war. the emplovers have aiready succeeded in selting one
dred thousand strikebreakers to work. But every fresh in-
n: gives fresh impetus to the strike movement. The unskilled
sers recruited in inland provinces become intected wiih the
ke fever”. A portion of the strikers have returned to the
iges, so that the rural population is informed by actual parti-
s concerning the sirike of the workers in the town. Many
isnds. however, still remain in the citv. And they do all
¢ can to protect their union “Girni Kamgar”. it is only
iccount of stubborn refusal of the workers 10 acknowledge
er representatives that the arrested leaders ol the above-
vicied union have been let out of prison for a few hours,
wded by prison officials, however, to take part in the session
‘he arbitration commission nominated by the government.

Vo in Madras and Cawnpore strikes have broken out in
‘edtile industy. They reflect a serious crisis in the Indian
ile industry, the unbridgeable chasm Dbetween imperialism
| wlonial India. the contradiction between the grow.h of the
e industry and the shrinkage of the domestic market. In
314 India consumed 4210 million yards of ditlerent kinds
muierial, against only 30536 mitlions in 102329, The pur.
sng power of the impoverished Indian villuge is sinking
¢ and lower. Qutput in India is also regressing. It amounted
12320 10 onlv 1893 million vards against 2350 million yards
e vear 1927 28. Imports are falling at the same time. The
an. English, japanese and Ialian industries are fighting
ey for the reduced sales market. England's share in the
en trade of India has fallen off. for instance, from 3Y per
L0 the year 1027 28 to 52 per cent. in the year 192320,

The movement is. however. not confined 1o the fextile
tiets, In Jamshadpore 3000 metal workers have now been
sirtke for three months, The leaders of the reformist federa-
i who desired to speak at their mieeting. were howled down.

l'i;mll)x it should be remarked that the 35.009 railway wor-
S ol the so-called Great Indian Railway have driven out the
“onal ‘reformist leaders and elected mien of the Leit. and
tamong the seamen and dockers, too. the fermentation is
reasing,

But the seriousness of the revolutionary crisis in India is
cosed most of all by the strike of the jute workers in
UM, Isolated collisions took place last vear. Theyv brought
wht the interesting fact that the owners of the jute factories
* 4t the same time landed proprietors who lease their ground
Lemploy some of their lessees as workers in their factories.
wher words, the workers are in many cases doubly exploited
feasant lessees and as factory workers.

) A the end of July of this year it came to a mass fight in
: lute industry of Calcutta, when ihe emplovers lengihened
;\“t\orkmg day and at the same time reduced wages. While
iously the workers put in a total ol 34 hours in a working
K of five days. from July 1st the working week was to

be 60 hours. The individual output quota was increased 10
such an extent thai for the longer working week the workers
would have received one rupee less in wages.

The jute industry of India. in contrast to other branches
in the textile industry, work exchisively for export. It is en:irelv
in the hands of kEnglish capitalists. alihough a  con-
siderable portion of the shares are distributed among the land-
owners of Bengal. The dividends of the jute industry are phan-
tastic. They fluciuate between 30 per cent. and 140 per cent. of
the nominal value of the shares. Colonial proiiteering is here
at its best, But tie lusi for profit knows no bounds. And it
therefore happened that the emplovers undertook a fresh attack
upon the starving workers The workers replied to ihis chailenge
with a strike.

The national-reformist trade union, which has only a few
hundred members, tried right from the start to thréuie the
strike. The leaders of the union implored the workers 1o reiurn
to the mills. As regards the lefl-wing trade union, which has
a membership of 3000, all of the leaders were arrcsted imnie-
diately. Cnly a few members of the destroved Workers' and
Peasants’ Party led the agitation for the sirike. The movencn:
compriscs 200,600 workers. When the usual measures. such as
arrests, maltreatmient, etc, failed, the authorities resorted to pro-
vocation. The monev lenders, on whom ihe Indiau workers
depend, because they receive the wages which are due to them
only ufter the lapse of <wo or three weeks, gathered in from
ol the mills and demanded the repaymien: of the debis. The
workers drove them away, and the awthorities made use of
this opportunity to fire into the masses. A state of siege was
declared o Calcutta. Quotations of jule shares sank and the
prices for jute goods went up.

While in Bombay the economic position was unfavourable
for the workers and only a political success could be made of
the strike. the situation in Caleutta is favourable for  ihe
workers from an economic point of view. The MacDepald
Government still hopes that with ihe help of soldicrs, shootings,
imprisoument and with the siprori of the national-reformists
it will succeed in throtding the strike. When it is a quesiion
of the dividends of the bnglish capitalists and Indian land
owners, it is not to be expecied that the Labour Government
will act with leniency, But the proletariat of Calcutta was able
to siand the Terror and the state of siege. A sympaihetic strike
hroke out on the city raitway Ten thousand workers of 1he
Burma-Shell Oil Comyany wen: on isrike. The railway workers,
too. threatened to go on strike.

While during the five moniths of the heroic strike of the
textile workers in Bombav it wasz impossible to extend the
movement and to organise sompathetic stitkes, in Calcutta
practically the whole of the working class rose to protect the
jute workers. The fact is all the more remarkable, as it happened
witiiout a_ strong revolutionary trade union and almost without
a parviv. The movement developed with enormous rapidity, The
wave rose higher and higher and the emyplovers hud 1o beat
a retreai ...

From reports received, it anpears that the cmplovers have
been oblived to accord an increasc of wages commensurate with
the longer working hours, resumption of the old individual
output quotas, maernity grants to the women workers and to
take on again all the workers who had Dbeen discharged. etc.
Particular mention should be made of the fact that the attommis
of the employers and the authorities to victimise the lcaders
of the workers aiter the liguidation of the strike were countered
by a fresh muass strike on the part of the jute workers.

Bombay and Calcutta have become the theatres of cou-
tinual class struggles. At the same time, in the peasant province
ot Punjab, reprisals are taking place against the revclutionary
peasant organisations, and mass f{rials and mass arrests are
occurring. Llven the National Congress was oblived to protest
against the furious raging of ithe MacDonald creatures. Evidently
peasants actions are brewing in the DPunjab.

Through their heroic action, the working class of lndia is
rousing the peasants io fight. When the call trom Bombay and
Caleutta reaches the countless peasant masses ol India, a new
chapter will begin in the history oi the British Empire. Mac-
Donald can check this process neither by reformist manoeu res
nor by White Terror against the revolutionary workers.



