'The KFight for Land in Palestine.
By J. B. (Jerusalem).

As a result of the methods of imperialist rule, a unique,
hard and bitter struggle — the fight for land — has become
the most immediate, in fact the central problem of political and
economic life in Palestine. In order to convert Palestine into a
favourable wstrategic basis for its war adventures, into a
favourable strategic key position for conquering the whole of
the Arabian East, British imperialism requires the aid of a
“Jewish National Home”. This Jewish national home must,
however, if British policy is to achieve its aim, be “built” in
fierce and lasting conflict with the Arabian masses, in the first
place wth the peasant masses. The British imperialists have,
therefore, give their servants the Zionists to understand, that
if a Jewish colonisation is to be tolerated at all, then it must
proceed along agricultural lines. .

Thus the Zionists have been given the hint to place omce
again in the foreground the expropriation campaign against
the Arab peasants, which ever since the inception of Zionism
has constituted the foundation of this “idealistic” movement. But
in expropriating the Arab peasants recourse must net be had



to such primitive means as brute force. The British are far too
cautious to rouse the anger of the Arabs all at once by ful-
filling the demands of the Zionists and directly handing over
to them large stretches of land. The expropriation of the Arab
Fellahin is carried out in a more subtle and refined way —
and it is precisely these underhand methods of the Zionists
that cause the resistance of the Arab peasants to be all the
more fierce and desperate.

In carrying out its historical mission of helping British
imperialism by driving the poor Arab peasants from the soil,
Zionism makes use of two lactors. The first is the Arab big
landowners who “sell” to the Zionist societies the peasants’
land, the real possessors and cultivators of which, owing to
the peculiar conditions of land registration, are often quite
unaware that it does not belong to them but to the Effendi
(the big landed proprietors). Nay more, the big landowners
are at the same time dealers in land, who bribe the elders
of the Arab villages, make dirty bargains with the government
officials and in this manner hand over the Arab lands to the
Zionist colonising companies. Once the first part of the business
(the fraudulent bargaining away of the peasants’ land without
the previous knowledge of the fellahin) is concluded, the Zionists,
backed by the authority of the law, can now proceed to the
second act of land-robbery.

This is where the Zionist labour leaders, the section of
the II. International, come on the scene. The chief task which
the Zionist socialists set the members and supporters of their
party, is to carry out the seizure of the land. The poverty
striken Jewish workers ‘are incited in the most unscrupulous
manner against the Arab small peasants in order to induce
them to seize the latter’s land. Numerous bloody collisions
result in the carrying out of this task. Upon the ruins of the
small Arab farms there arise huge orange plantations, upon
which a few parasitic capitalists exploit in the most unheard of
manner hundreds of Jewish workers, who have “won” this land,
and thousands of Arabs, mostly expropriated small peasants.
And that is Zionism.

The only force which offers resistance to this perfidious
imperialist-Zionist-feudal-reformist game is the Communist
Party. The Arab nationalists, who at first protested in words
against the monstrous land robbery, have now found ways and
means of becoming, so to speak, ‘“sleeping partners” of the
Zionists. They are fulfilling their national duty by endeavouring
to forestall the Ziomists in purchasing the fellahin’s land. The
rich Wakf administration (Mohammedan church lands) has lately
been competing with the imperialist “Jewish National Fund”
in the purchase of land. In both cases the cost has to be borne
by the fellahin.

The Communists, on the other hand, place in the fore-
ground the interests of the Arab small peasants. The fighting
slogan of the Communists is, active revolutionary fight against
the expropriation of the small peasants’ land by the Zionists.
Brotherly umion of the Arab and Jewish workers in the fight
against the base actions of the social imperialists, is the way
indicated by the Communists.

Against this clear and plain policy of the Communists there
is concentrated the whole fire of the British, Zionist and Arab
reaction. On the Arab New-Years’ Day (8th of June) some
nationalist groups in Jaffa wanted to hold a demonstration
against the sale of land to the Zionists. The Communists imme-
diately placed themselves at the head of the movement, but
turned it in the direction of the fight against imperialism and
for the dividing up of the land ol the big landed proprietors.

The Communist appeals made a great impression upon the
Arab population, and the government summoned troops and
police from all parts of the country in order to prevent a de-
monstration. As a further counter-measure it called upon the
Arab notables (big merchants, landowners and Sheiks) to render
help in suppressing the Communist demonstrations. The Arab
notables, some of whom only very recently posed as being very
radical and even coquetted with the Labour movement, im-
mediately complied with this demand. A few weeks later the
British High Commissionar was able to express his thanks
to these notables with whose help he had succeeded in quelling
the Communist disturbances!



So far as the Zionists are concerned, the object of the
Communist struggle is to expose the true character of Zionism.
It is the chief aim of the Zionists o prevent the truth coming to
light, even if it means employing the most brutal and criminal
means. Thus the Communists, who are fighting against the
Arabs being driven from the soil, are boycotted, beaten, driven
from their homes, handed over to the police and condemned
to imprisonment, compulsory labour and deportation.

A Communist delegate who, at a Jewish “meeting of de-
puties”, protested against the driving of the fellahin from the
soil, was prevented from concluding his speech, howled down
and thrown out of the hall by the Zionist socialists who talk
so much of justice and democracy. Similar incidents occur at
trade -union meetings, public gatherings etc.

The fight for land has become the cardinal point of de-
velopment in Palestine. It is an important instrument of British im-
perialism and at the same time an episode in the war preparations
which are at present being made in the Near East. For this reason
the Communist Party is connecting its anti-war campaign with
its immediate slogans in the fight for land and with the fighting
slogans against imperialism and Zionism, for the alliance of
the workers and peasants and the agrarian revolution.
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