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demand that Red Banners and Left Zionist slogans should be for­
bidden at the demonstration, in spite of opposition to this demand by 
rank and file workers.

This encouraged the Revisionists to stage provocative marches 
behind slogans of “Down with Weizman—to the devil with the 
workers. Save us, Jabotinsky.” On the eve of the demonstration 
they attempted to smash the Beth Brenner (a Histadrut Club). 
The protest demonstration itself ended in provocation and bloodshed 
(see W.N.V., June 2), for which groups of young oriental Jews, 
under Revisionist influence, were responsible; while Jewish workers, 
carrying out the instructions of their leaders to avoid coming tino 
conflict with the Revisionists, stood by helplessly, while these young 
hooligans beat up Jewish workers. Two workers on the Davar 
(organ of Histadrut) and Errern, a Leader of the Left Poale Zion, 
were taken to hospital. Even reactionary bourgeois Zionists were 
not spared. The Mayor of Tel Aviv, I. Rokiach, was also beaten 
up. In fact, the Revisionists tried to turn the demonstration of May 
18 into a Revisionist “putsch” to control the Yishuv.

These atrocities are increasing. The authorities are not taking 
any firm steps to suppress them; and for good reasons. Anything 
which helps to split and divide the Yishuv is winked at by them, so 
that it becomes easier for the administration to enforce the White 
Paper.

In this dangerous situation the C.P. of Palestine is carrying on, 
through its illegal Press and in the people’s organisations, an inten­
sive activity. It has always exposed the role of British imperialism 
in Palestine, calling upon the Yishuv not to depend on treacherous 
imperialist promises and to reach a brotherly understanding with 
their Arab neighbours. The White Paper has vindicated the correct­
ness of this attitude.

To-day it sharply emphasises the main dangers, the fascist menace 
from without and within, and the threat of war which would immedi­
ately embroil the Near East. To the Arabs, the C. P. of Palestine 
points out that the White Paper has given them certain limited con­
cessions. True, they fall very far short of the maximum Arab 
demands. But the actual granting of these concessions means that 
the Arab revolt has achieved a certain measure of success. To-day 
the international situation is acute. Fascist influence is penetrating 
among the Colonial peoples, including the Arabs. This is a menace 
to the Arab movement for national freedom, as well as all other 
liberation movements. The Arabs, therefore, should concentrate in 
forcing the British Government to immediately fulfil the promises in 
respect of a constituent assembly and democaratic government, 
made in the White Paper, and to demand further concessions which, 
if won, can be a step forward to progressive self-government and 
ultimate independence, and which can also benefit both peoples.

Within the Yishuv the C. P. is combining the dangerous slogans of 
the Revisionists for armed insurrection, exposing them as a positive 
menace to the Yishuv. While the C. P. of Palestine has its general 
programme of progressive democratic government, agrarian reforms, 
social legislation, etc., in the present world situation with the menace 
of fascism from without and within, it puts forward the immediate 
demand for a united front of Zionists and non-Zionists who are in 
favour of reaching an immediate understanding with the Arabs on a
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programme of progressive democratic administration with equal 
rights for both Arabs and Jews, with the Yishuv being allowed to 
reach 40 per cent of the total population. It demands that those 
Zionist groups within the Yishuv who favour this programme (the 
Brith Shalon, led by Dr. Magnes, and progressive and Left 
groups in the Histadrut, S. Kaplanski’s group in the Palestine La­
bour Party, Hashomair Hazair and Left Poale Zion) should form 
this united front and immediately work for a rapproachment with the 
Arabs.

Recognising the Revisionist menace to the Yishuv, and the His- 
stadrut in particular, the Palestine Communists have warned the 
Yishuv against a new leadership to replace the old, in which Jabotin­
sky, the Revisionist “Fuehrer,” would participate. For already in 
the American Jewish Press there have been hints that there is a 
move afoot to throw out Weizman and set up some triumvirate of 
Ben Gurion, Jabotinsky, and Pinchas Rutenberg, head of the 
Palestine Electric Corporation. Therefore, the C. P. of Palestine, 
in view of the grave danger of Revisionist terror increasing if Jabotin­
sky should participate in the Yishuv leadership, and the menace this 
would constitute to the Histradrut and any attempt for an Arab- 
Jewish rapproachment, has called upon every responsible individual 
in the Yishuv to defend unitedly the Histadrut and fight against 
any attempt to establish a leadership which would include 
Jabotinsky.

Thus the Palestine Communists, with the lead they give to both 
Arabs and Jews, and their striving for an Arab-Jewish understanding, 
have proven themselves to be the best friends of the Yishuv. Their 
increasing influence is reflected in the demand made by hitherto anti­
communist, Zionist circles for the legalisation of the C. P. of 
Palestine.

It is the duty of the world progressive movement, as well as all 
progressive Zionists, to help the Palestine C. P. in its work together 
with the progressive forces among Arabs and Jews, for achieving peace 
and brotherly relations between Jews and Arabs in Palestine.
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[World News and Views, December 16, 1939. Pp. 1151-1152]

The Situation in P alestine and th e  Near East

By I. Rennap

Conditions in Palestine go from bad to worse. The citrus industry, 
the mainstay of Palestine’s economy and on which are dependent 
tens of thousands of Arab and Jewish workers with their families, 
is in a state of chaos. As a result of the war, only half of the crop 
can be exported; while attempts to convert the remainder into 
by-products “afford only a slight palliative.” The fruit must be 
picked, otherwise the trees will rot. So the Jewish growers have 
threatened a “picking strike” unless the bankers grant them cash 
advances to cover the cost of this work.

The banks can hardly do this when practically all the growers are 
unable to meet existing commitments . . . (the Jewish Telegraph
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Agency of November 28 reports that “to-day there is hardly a citrus 
grower who is solvent.”)

It is the workers who suffer most; for citrus offers the largest 
sphere of employment for both Jewish and Arab workers. Unemploy­
ment is shooting up, and strikes become more and more frequent. 
In Telaviv a number of “sit-in” strikes have been conducted.

The small trader and business man is also suffering, as well as 
the workers and peasants. The Jerusalem correspondent of the 
Jewish Times (November 23) writes that to stand outside the public 
buildings in Jerusalem is to see a continual stream of deputations 
of all kinds; deputations of small industrialists who have lost their 
export markets through the war and who are having their bank 
credits restricted; deputations of traders who have been hit by the 
crisis and who demand some kind of debt alleviation; deputations of 
unemployed and immigrants who cannot be absorbed; and so on.

But the economic crisis which has hit Palestine and the neighbour­
ing countries as a result of the war is merely an aspect of important 
new developments in the Near East. The intrigues and negotiations 
recently carried on by the Palestine Arab leaders on the one hand 
and the British Government with its puppet Arab rulers on the other, 
indicate that British and French imperialism are doing their utmost 
to drag the Arab world into support of their war aims; while the 
support which the Zionist leaders are giving to the war aims of 
British imperialism makes abundantly clear that these leaders are 
attempting to repeat what they did in the last imperialist war, namely 
to drag in a section of world Jewry, with their aspirations for freedom 
from persecution, into the vortex of conflicting imperialist power 
politics.

Through its puppet Egyptian and Iraqui governments the British 
Government has brought pressure to bear on the Arab Higher Com­
mittee to swing them over into line with British war aims. The 
result of the negotiations between the Mufti’s representative and 
the Egyptian and Iraqui Ministers is that the Mufti is making a bid 
“for reconciliation with the British Government and a return to 
Palestine” (from which he was expelled in 1937).

The Mufti had probably banked on Italy coming into the war on 
the side of Germany which would have brought the war into the 
Mediterranean. This would have given him the opportunity of lead­
ing a revolt against Britain and France with Axis support. But this 
prospect faded for the time being. Moreover, the Mufti appears to 
have been double-crossed by his former allies. A secret agreement 
existed between him and the Nazi government whereby the Mufti 
would be made the head of a united Palestine-Syrian state under 
the benevolent protection of the Third Reich. But it has been re­
ported that Von Papcn, Nazi ambassador to Turkey, “offered” the 
Turkish Government Palestine, Syria, the Mosul oil fields and even 
Iran in an attempt to woo Turkey away from the Allies.

The Mufti may have realised that he has backed the wrong horse, 
that on balance, in the present situation, he can get more from British 
imperialism. Hence the report that he is prepared to accept the 
White Paper, which the Arab Higher Committee rejected at the time 
of its issue. In so doing the Mufti and his clique become the tools 
of Britain and France, who seek to drag the Arabs of Palestine behind 
them to further their war aims in the Near East. Like the puppet
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Arab kings these Palestine leaders have now degenerated into agents 
of the British government and are a danger to the Arab struggle for 
national liberation.

But Britain, even with the support of these Arab reactionaries, will 
not get Arab support so easily. The Arabs in the whole Near East 
have not forgotten the way the Palestine revolt was crushed. Syria, 
since the suppression of the Constitution and the ceding of the Sanjak 
of Alexandretta against the wishes of the Syrian nationalists, is still 
a hotbed of anti-imperialist feeling. And above everything the dec­
laration of the Indian people who refuse to fight in an imperialist war, 
as well as the economic dislocation, will have big repercussions 
among the Arab peoples and give a tremendous impetus to the 
liberation movements.

It is within this setting of the second imperialist war and the per­
spectives thus opened up for impending revolutionary movements in 
the Near East that we must to-day consider the position of the Yishuv 
in Palestine. Is the line taken by Weizman of giving Zionist sup­
port to British war aims in the interests of the half-million Jews in 
Palestine, whose right to live their own national life in Palestine no 
progressive can deny?

Weizman, in pledging Zionist support to Britain, appears to have 
forgotten what “reward” British Imperialism gave the Zionist leaders 
for their services in the last war. After using Weizman for twenty 
years as a buffer against Arab national aspirations with the resultant 
bloodshed and conflict between the two peoples, British imperialism 
kicked Zionism aside when it became necessary to make some gesture 
of appeasement to the Arabs and when Zionism was no longer able to 
further the aims of British policy in Palestine.

This, in essence, was the policy formulated by the White Paper 
which aroused such a storm in the Jewish world. Never has there 
been expressed such anti-imperialist feeling. Yet to-day Weizman 
has placed the Yishuv on a war footing and at the service of Britain 
in the hope that this time Britain will truly be “grateful” and Palestine 
may yet become a Jewish state.

What does this mean objectively? In view of what has been 
said before, of the impending colonial movements in the Near East, 
Weizman’s policy means that the Yishuv may become the gendarme 
of British reaction against the Arab struggle for national liberation. 
Already there is apprehension among the Arabs at the Jewish 
Defence Force raised by the Jewish Agency, and which they fear 
may be used against them to restore “law and order.” Such a policy 
means the destruction of the Yishuv and all that it has created. This 
policy must be fought tooth and nail in the interests of the Yishuv 
and all Jews. Nothing could be more repugnant and dangerous to 
Jewry than a section of an oppressed people, like the Jews, being 
used as a tool to strangle the struggle for national liberation of 
another oppressed people in the interests of Britain’s imperialist 
strategy.

But there are with in the Yishuv more far-seeing and saner elements 
who realise what Weizman’s policy may lead to. They realise that 
the Yishuv has everything to lose if a real understanding is not reached 
with the Arabs. Such an individual is Khalvariski, a veteran 
Zionist leader and an authority on Arab problems, who for years has 
opposed Weizman’s policy and worked for an understanding with the
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Arabs. In an interview with the correspondent of the Jewish Times 
(November 28) this Jewish leader declares that even now, in spite of 
the war, it is not yet too late to reach an understanding. He complains 
that the present Zionist leaders have admitted their past mistakes in 
respect of their Arab policy, but they still refuse to change it. He 
says further that loyalty to Britain and dependence on Britain’s 
“gratitude” in return for services rendered, will bring the same re­
sults as those after the last war. There remains one task . . . 
an immediate understanding with the Arabs.

Among other constructive proposals he puts forward Arab-Jewish 
peasants’ organisations and co-operatives to bring together the 
Jewish and Arab peasants to defend the common interests of peasants 
as a whole. He proposes that the Jewish Agency should set up credit 
institutions to render assistance to the Arab peasant so that he should 
be able to take advantage of the superior technique of the Jewish 
colonist. Particularly does he speak of the necessity of joint Arab- 
Jewish workers’ organisations. These are only the outstanding 
proposals among others aimed at bringing the two peoples together. 
And he adds significantly that the actual cost of putting these pro­
posals into operation are but a fraction of the cost of the damage sus­
tained during the three years of unrest in Palestine.

Khalvariski’s proposals might have come out of Koel Haam (Voice 
of the People), the organ of the illegal Communist Party of 
Palestine, which has always worked for Arab-Jewish friendship, 
whereby the economic and cultural advantages which the Arabs 
would gain from the Yishuv would guarantee a prosperous future for 
both peoples and open up prospects for any further Jewish settlement 
in Palestine.

Yet Khalvariski is not a communist. He is a Zionist, but different 
from the Weizmans in that he realises where Weizman’s policy has 
led and is now leading the Yishuv, and is honest enough to put for­
ward his own constructive alternative. In this he has the support of 
many more progressive elements within the Yishuv.

The Yishuv, as well as world Jewry, which should have the 
interests of half a million Jews in Palestine at heart, must make its 
choice: either the Weizman’s recruiting sergeant policy which makes 
the Yishuv into an instrument turned against the Arab national move­
ment, which in the course of the development of this imperialist war 
will shake the Near East, or the policy of the more far-sighted leaders 
like Khalvariski and others, which would lay the firm foundation of 
friendship and co-operation between the Arab and Jewish working 
people.

This would be the first step which would cement the future and 
security of the Yishuv with the cause of national freedom from im­
perialism and war for all the peoples of the Near East. For only 
within a free and liberated East is there a future for the Yishuv as 
well as those Jews in Eastern Europe who aspire to start life anew in 
that part of the world.
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[World News and Views, October 19, 1940. Pp. 591-592]

The  War Drive in  th e  Middle  East

By 1. Rennap

The Arab countries of the Middle East are spread over an area 
which contains some of the most decisive and key points in the 
struggle for world mastery that is now going on. There are oil wells 
in Iraq, Iran and Egypt. Egypt controls the Suez Canal and the sea­
way to the East. Syria and Palestine control the land routes (both 
road and rail) to the East and to the Persian Gulf. Through Egypt 
lies the road to the Sudan to the strategic Red Sea and for an assault 
upon the East African Colonial Empire of Great Britain.

With the fall of France and the cessation of land warfare in West­
ern Europe German Imperialism, now joined by its junior partner, 
Italy, in the struggle for the re-division of the world, has turned its 
attention seriously to the Middle East, to the oil fields, to the closing 
of the Mediterranean to British shipping and the seizure of the vital 
imperial communications. The capitalist press leaves no doubt as 
to the life and death importance of retaining British control in Egypt 
and the Middle East for the preservation of the Empire. Egypt is 
not another Somaliland, a stretch of sandy desert which was not 
worth defending.

With the prospect of the next stage of the war being fought out 
in the Arab countries, both sides are concentrating upon winning the 
support of the Arab peoples for their cause. An intense barrage of 
pro-British and pro-fascist propaganda is being unleashed upon the 
Moslem world. Since, however, imperialism by its very nature has 
little contact with, or appeal to, the masses, the imperialist propa­
ganda mainly consists in utilising the various feudal leaders, chief­
tains, and religious notables to “issue a call” to the people. Along 
these lines Great Britain has succeeded in getting the Supreme Mos­
lem Council in Palestine, the Grand Mufti of Egypt, and the Emir 
Abdullah of Transjordan to declare a “Holy War against Fascism.” 
All have laid a curse on the Axis in the name of Allah and have ex­
horted all devout Moslems to rally to the support of Britain.

Fascist activity amongst the Arabs is increasing daily. A veritable 
army of fascist agents has descended upon Syria and literature in 
Arabic is being distributed everywhere. In Teheran (Iran) and in 
Iraq propaganda centres have been set up by Grobbe, once German 
Minister to Iraq. The Axis, too, has its puppets, peddling around 
amongst the Arabs the “glory of Arab independence” under the 
“protection” of the Axis. Amanullah, ex-king of Afghanistan and 
an old enemy of the British, appears to be the latest recruit for the 
cause of the Axis, and it is reported that he is being sent to Africa 
by the Italians to rally Moslem support. Haj-amin-el Husseini, 
once Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, has also thrown in his lot with the 
Axis, thus reverting to the fascist pay-roll, which, on the outbreak of 
the war, he left in order to side with Anglo-French imperialism. 
After having exhorted the Arab world to support the Allies, it appears 
that now, after France’s defeat and the changed situation in the
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