approved cruisers would be built quite independemly of this
agreement. The great peace speech of MacDonald appears in
tire light of facts to be an expioitation of the League of Nations
for increased arming on the part of Great Britain and America.

The diplomats of the League of Nations’ conference dis-
closed its real nature when they repeatedly amd ostentatiously
inierrupted with applause the speech of the Chinese representative,
who had the cheek to represent the Chinese Eastern Railway
conflict as a provocation on the part of the Soviet Union.

While in the public sessions “peace” is being talked about,
behind the scenes preparations for war are being carried on the
laster. The two “peace heroes” MacDonald and Briand are
carrying on behind the scenes “private” discussions of the
question of common procedure against the Soviet Union.

AGRINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

The Blood Bath in the “Holy Land”.
By J. B. (Jcrusalem).

The sireet fight, which began on the 23rd Aagust at one
o'clock in the morning between Jews and Arabs at the two
main gates of Jerusalem, was the signal for a general Arab
rising in Palestine, which also spread to the neighbouring
country of Transjordania. The insurrection, an expressicn ol
the long suppressed and smothered fermentation among the
“Mohammedans and especially among the peasant and Bedouin
masses was in the first stage not anti-British in character, but,
anti-Jewish: a craity co:opera:ion ol thé imperialisf govern-
ment, of the Zionist Fascists and of ihe Mohammedan clerical
“Medshless Islami” saw to it that the question of the “Wailing
Wall” was raised to a quesition of supreme political signi-
licance, to the svmbo! of a fight for supremacy in the “Holy
Land™.

The Arabian feudal chiefs and Dbourgeoiste, discredited
ihrough their compromising with British  imgerialism  and
:hrough their national treason. grouped themselves about the
“Medshless” and with the help of a portion of the British-
imnerialist official staff (which the socialist MacDonald had
maintained unchanged in it conservative splendour) inflamed
the fanatic hatred of the Moslcms against the Jewish *“un-
Lelievers”, who desired to Tay hands upon Mohammedan sacred
relics. The Zionist Fascist clique incited by the illusions raised
vy the group of British Social-imperialists around Wedgewood
& Co. concerning the erection of a seventh *Jewish” dominion
in Palestine, reslied witli the fonentation of the Jewish-Zionist
chauvanism and with provocative nationalist demonstrations.
The government itseli manoeuvred between the two camps.
dropping a litile oil whercver the fire threatened to go out
and trying at any price to destroy the Jewish-Arab rapproche-
ment observable in recent years, in spite of all the treacherous
imperialist, zionist and national efiorts at treachery, especially
wumong the workers.

The witch's cauldron was bound to explose — the national
novement was unchained avd a  Dbloody flood swept the
‘holy land”. Amidst this uncurbed mass movement the Zionists
paid for permitting themselves, through the Ballour declaraiion,
1o be thrust in:o an outpost of British imperialism in the
\rabian countries. To state the facts simply: the unscrupulous
Zivnist leaders leit the poor Jewish populace to pay the cost of
the pro-imperialist policy, For the fanatic masses of Moham-
medan peasants and Bedouins, under the leadership of ob-
scurantist clericals, feudal chiefs and bourgeois elements, fell
with fire and sword chieflv upon the unarmed poor Jewish
serdements, Jewish synagoges and schools, where terrible blood-
-hed took place. At the Tahmud school of Hebron sixty Jewish
~cholars - also children — were killed and mutilated. In the
colony of Moza a tewish family was <laughtered with the women
and children. Other colonies were burnt to the ground. Then
came the English - in the good old Tsarist fashion - usuallv
when the row was over, or just in time to massacre the Arab

~ants with machime guns, bombs and armoured cars.

Right to the last moment Jewish-Zionist Iascism re
loyal to its imperialist mission: it occupied itself w:
murdering of the indivdual Arabs who had not been ..i
get out of the Jewish “zone” in time (the murder of twa
workers on August 24th by Jewish Fascists in the b.
thoroughfare of Jerusalem was particularly gruesome) a-
burning of Arab houses. etc.

Up to August 27th the number of victims, dead .
wounded, had risen to several hundreds, and 90 per cx
them were innocent Jews and Arabs not concerned w.
conflict. But the movement began to get out oi the huu
the national.reformist leadership and of the British auth.
and io be transformed from a pogrom into an anti-im . =
insurrection: in the purely Arab towns, such as Nablus, Tulk.-1
where there was not a Jewish-Zionis: Barrier. the Cove- - -
was atlacked and the Arabian national flag was hois.
places. In Transjordania the Bedouins rose to help their br.:
in Palestine. The fact that among the victims there were -
American citizens led to energetic American pressure (ar. -
to a secret threat to land American troops!). so that the g ~
ment was obliged to acknowledge that the pogrom prove..
had more serious effect than was desired. The British !
were reinforced and very shortly British military occupas:
to be increased. Thereby, however, appear the outlines =
of the big political plans, which make the bloodba:i ¢
com:rehensible in the light of the world political interests . .
British Empire: the protection of the east bank of the Suez (.4
must be secured for the coming war and, if possible. s :

!

cost of the native population; at the same time the Arab n.
movement is to be discredited through pogrom excesses. . «
pletely demoralised and later on terrorised so that =
and purely revolutionary insurrection will be possible!

During the complete bankruptcy of the Zionis: 5~
which are mere pawns on the imperialist chess-board.
Zionist-reformists (II. International). who are partly respy '
for the bloodbath in DPalestine perpetrated in the n:r- -
MacDonald’s “Labour Government”, as also of the Arw
tional reformists, who have proved objectively to be demiz'-:*
of the "Arab national movement (the still weak nationakc:
tionary group of Hamdi Hussein, whose leader was
prison by the imperialists for issuing warning against pogr
calling upon his people to march against the imperialis
Communists were the only group who worked indefatig:: -
the fraternisation of the Jewish and Arab workers i
fight against British imperialism. On the very morning of B.-
Friday (August 20th) all the walls of Jerusalem were ¢.':
with proclamations: “Do not murder one another! Arak
Jewish workers, turn against the common enemy. Bri:i:
perialism!”, “Set up an independent workers’ and pe.-
government!”, etc. -- and every Communist was at his
in the streels. agitating in this sense, In view of their -~
Amab cadres and their big losses after August 1st. the ¢
munists could not gain influence on the mass movemen-. -
grew from hour to hour and was inflamed bv blind re!:.
Tanaticisin. Their slogans nevertheless became the common
perty of the :Arab and Tlewish workers of the town: th-
not express itself merely in the general agreement of the w.:-
as to the question of the responsibility of the British im ¢
ists, of the necessity for fraternisation, etc.. but also in ac-
international Labour solidarity (the defence of Jewish wi--
by Arabs and vice versa) which stood out in marked '
to the bestial cruelly on both sides .in the pogroms. The ¢
munists were, however, not able to play an organisator -
but the experience of the mighty movement (which has b
means come to an end and, which, by the way. also r
how “firm and strong” the imperialist siabilisation is. i -
degree MacDonald opened the era of “peace”. and
dangerous is this and simliar nonsense hawked by the
vortunists of the Right!) will serve the Communists as a .
for further advance. To the intensified chauvinist agitatic:
Communists will oppose the slogan of international organis.i
and particularly the formation of international trade ur
spread and deepen the work among the Arab peasantry a-
the same time -- in spite of the heavy blows the C. I i
surely expect from the British military dictatorship, just as
as it feels thut its position is secure in the country — carr
still more intensivelv the fighi for the creation of the
pendent workers' and peasants’ republics of the Arab couni
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