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No wonder that the slogans issued at the beginning by the
Communist Party are now being echoed louder and louder . The
rab executive committee , in which th

e

bourgeois -feudal majority

s in favour of co -operation with the commission , is inundated
with telegrams demanding the boycott o

f

the commission . The
reachery o

f

the executive committee , its transition from the policy

f non -co -operation to co -operation with the government ( a tre-
chery , which the Communist Party was the first to discover and
tigmatise ) is now being gradually recognised and critisised even

y enthusiastic supporters of the committee . The workers also
nderstand now how necessary it is to organise for a political
ght (not only for an economic fight ) , and the activity of the
workers on their own initiative is increasing day by day .

As regards the peasantry , for whom the C
.
P
.

issued the
logan : Take the land away from the big landowners and rich
Zionists ; do not pay any contributions ; fight to the last against
mperialism the embitterment among them against the govern-
nent is growing , and the attempts of the leaders to divert them
vith religious -national agitation is already meeting with some
esistance .

It should also be mentioned that a number of directives ,

which up to the present have been used exclusively by the Com-
nunist Party , are also being used by the Zionist workers . For
nstance , the leading writer of the trade -union paper "Davar "

nust now admit that Zionism has only strengthened Arab reac-
ion , but has brought nothing but suffering to the Arabs , pea-
ants and students ; Other leading Zionists demand under the
pressure o

f

the "transmutation o
f

values " among the Jewish
nasses concessions to the Arab parliamentary demand , sup-
port of the movement for freedom in other Arab countries , renun-
ciation of the Balfour declaration , etc.

It will be seen that the preliminary conditions for a regrou-
ing o

f

the relations o
f

social forces , for the leading role of the
workers and o

f

the C
.

P
.

in the approaching stage of the anti-
mperialist fight are to hand . But this is , however , understood
only too well by the colonial hangmen o

f

MacDonald . Parti-
cularly because the actual state o

f

affairs clearly confirms the
Communistic prognosis , because the radicalisation o

f

the masses
hreatens in consequence of the events o

f

the insurrection to deve-
op more rapidly than ever , the Communist Party must first o

f

a
ll b
e wiped out ! MacDonald's police are working in concert

with the local section o
f

the II . International ; this body (rein-
forced by the ruffians from the so -called Left Poale -Zion Party )

is attending to the social agitation , the economic boycott o
f

the
Communists , their exclusion from the trade unions . The police
and justice "then complete " the work with mass arrests and mass
deportations .

Never before has the persecution of the revolutionary Labour
movement in Palestine been so intense . Never has the effort to
destroy completely the movement , which represents the interests

o
f

the working Jewish and Arab masses , been so plain a
s during

the MacDonald -Henderson -Passfield epoch .

Again , the prison regime in Palestine , with its methods o
f

inquisition , maltreatment and floggings reminiscent o
f

the Middle
Ages , has not changed one iota under MacDonald . Indeed , the
brutalities practised on the political prisoners have , on the con-
trary , become worse than ever and have forced more than forty
workers , interned in various prisons (chiefly in Jerusalem , Akko
and Haifa ) to go on hunger strike . Although the demands made
are the most elementary : political regime , acceleration o

f

trials
they are still cynically refused .

Gallows , the knout , prison , torture o
f

workers , murder and
bloodshed are the methods o

f

the British "Labour " Government ,

that bright ornament o
f

the II . International , which is compelling
the Palestine working masses to fight against it , to take part in

a fight which is bound to gain sympathy and support from the
proletarian masses o

f

Great Britain itself and of other capitalist
countries .

The treatment of India , Asia , and the subject races of
Africa by British Labour when in power , will be the acid test
whereby history will judge u

s

a
s
a Democracy . Our mission is

to prove to the world that without a catastrophic upheaval it is

possible by fair dealing , by treating each other a
s equals , to

transform a
n Imperialist Empire into a Commonwealth o
f

Free
Nations .

Georg Lansbury , in his Presidential Address to the Labour
Party Conference , Birmingham , October 1st , 1929 .

Statement of the Arab Secretariat
of the League Against Imerialism .

In connection with the last Congress of the League a
t Frank-

fort and with its attitude during the last troubles in Palestine ,

many statements and remarks were published in the press which
are not correct . We , therefore , have decided t

o publish the fol-
lowing statement :

1
. The League Against Imperialism is not a " communist

branch " or an "agency of the Communist International " . The
truth is that the League Against Imperialism comprises anti-
imperialist elements aiming a

t
the national and social liberation

o
f

the nations , without distinction o
f party , be they socialists ,

communists , pacifists , syndicalists , national -revolutionaries or
belong to no party a

t all .

2
. The attitude o
f

the League towards the Arab countries

in general , and Palestine a
s part o
f

them in particular , was
clearly defined during the Frankfort -Congress o

f

the League .

This attitude rejects any national o
r religious chauvinism and

insists upon safeguarding the rights o
f every national or reli-

gious community , and is , in consequence , strictly opposed to

the excitation o
f

national and religious hatred , condemning
every kind o

f

national or religious collision . The masses o
f

workers , peasants and intellectuals o
f many nations repre-

sented in the League think , however , that the right to national
independence being an elementary right o

f

the inhabitants o
f

Palestine and Transjordania cannot be denied to them , as

it cannot be refused to India , Egypt , Syria or China . Thus , the
principal demand o

f

the League is : establishment o
f

an inde-
pendent union o

f Arab republics composed o
f

all countries
where the majority o

f

the population are Arabs , abolishment

o
f all imperialist mandates or protectorates over those countries .

3
. It is an error to assume that the League or the ex-

tremist Arab national -revolutionaries participating in it are
apposed to Zionism because it has introduced ( as the Zionists
argue ) culture into the country , has built colonies , schools etc.
The aims o

f

the League are a
s far from any reactionary attitude ,

from any opposition to progress , as they are from any justi-
fication of feudal oppression or exploitation o

f

the working
class by a rich minority .

The cause of the League's struggle against Zionism is the
fact that Zionism is the instrument by which the justified
demand o

f

the Arab masses for independence is rejected , the
Balfour Declaration being the base o

f

the British Mandate
which is contrary to the principle o

f "self -determination " of

the country's inhabitants . A further cause is , that Zionism , while
adding to the wealth of a small section o

f

the native population , i . e .

the big landlords who are selling their plots to the Zionists for
millions of pounds , destroys completely the economic position

o
f

the great majority o
f

the native population , especially o
f

the Fellahs who are driven from the soil which they owned for
generations . Another cause is that Zionism created an abyss
between the Jewish and the Arab workers , founding a national
Jewish labour association (where no Arab worker is admit-
ted as member with equal rights ) which asks for "Jewish la-
bour to 100 % " ; the cause is , finally , that through the activities
of Zionism , which is closely connected with the British man-
date , the economic , social and cultural progress o

f

the country

is hindered , while the national antagonism created by a decla-
ration which promised the establishment of a national home
for one nation in a country already occupied by another without
consulting its inhabitants , but by application o

f

an outside
force , is fatal to the peace o

f

the country and shakes the stabi-
lity o

f

its development .

The League therefore considers the struggle against impe-
rialism a

s inseparable from the struggle against Zionism , and
sees a possibility o

f

an alliance between the Jewish and the
Arab masses only on the base of this common struggle .

4
. At the same time the League rejects the point of view

according to which an abolishment o
f

the Balfour Declaration

is possible while the mandate and British imperialism remain .

Only the full independence of the country within an independent
union of Arab countries is the aim o
f

the League . "Palestine
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for the Palestinians ", "The Arab countries for the Arabs" are
the slogans .

5. Hamdi effendi Husseini , the League's Secretary for the

Arab countries , was arrested by the authorities on
August 27 ,

because of his courageous opposition to national and
religious

strife , when the national and religious excitation reached
their cul-

mination ; he proclaimed the necessity to employ all
power

for the struggle for full independence of the
country . This was

emphasized also in the mass meetings of the League abroad

and in its publications . Thus it was proved clearly that the
League has nothing in common with any reactionary movement .

6. The League believes that every honest inhabitant of
Pa-

lestine -Arab or Jew who is truly against imperialism

and imperialist methods , and who wants peace and
fraternity

between the toiling masses of the two nations , who
supports

development and progress in this country must agree with

the programme of the League and
join it

s

ranks .

Jaffa , October 15th 1929 .

The Movement for Independence of
the Philippines from U. S.

Imperialism .

By Harry Gannes (Chicago ) .

Soon there will come to Washington another Independence

Commission from the Philippine Islands . Since United
States

imperialism established its rule in the Philippines this has been

a regular gesture on the part o
f

the petty bourgeois politicians

in the islands . The present Commission i
s headed by Quezon .

The masses o
f

the Philippine people want independence from

American imperialism . One o
f

the main requisites for the success

o
f
a politician is that he espouse the cause o
f

freedom from

American capitalism . Both major
political parties declare in

their programme that they "demand immediate

, absolute and

complete independence " froin the United States .

At first the fight on the part o
f

the petty bourgeois politi-

cians had a certain militancy about i
t . However , in recent years

the Philippine political leaders have
openly betrayed the inde-

pendence movement . When Governor -General
Wood became

master of the islands on behalf of Wall Street

, he overlooked the

necessity o
f completely winning over these politicians in order

to mislead the masses . As a result ,

they half -heartedly resisted

his encroachments . They appealed t
o President Collidge against

Wood's domination . But Coolidge
very politely informed Senator

Roxas that General Wood's
policy had the sanction o

f the United

States government .

Wood was followed by Col. Stimson

, now Secretary of

State , under Hoover . Stimson was
given the job a

s Governor-

General of the Philippines because of his success i
n bribing

Moncada in Nicaragua and for his work i
n the defeat o
f

the

revolutionary Sandino movement . The Filipino
politicians hailed

Stimson a
s a conquering hero and promised him full

cooperation .

Stimson made a speech forcasting his
policy . It was an open

imperialist declaration : more United States
capital to b

e invested

in the Philippines ; greater economic
development by Wall Street ;

no independence ; permanent U
.
S
. retention o
f

the Islands , and

a continuation o
f

General Wood's policy o
f political and eco-

nomic domination , but with one difference

, the native petty bour-

geois politicians would be drawn into active c
o -operation ; they

would be treated a
s advisers in the exploitation o
f

the masses .

This was swallowed whole -heartedly
by Quezon , Roxas , Osmena ,

etc. Only one voice was raised i
n opposition , that o
f

the Filipino

representative in the United States House o
f Representatives ,

Gabaldon . In a final speech i
n Congress , Gabaldon protested

mildly against further United States imperialist encroachment

and insisted on the right o
f

the Filipino bourgeoisie to exploit

their own masses . He did not
object to American imperialism's

continued investments , but he did think that
Washington ought

to grant the Philippines independence a
s solemnly promised by

The United States in the Jones Law . When Gabaldon
returned

for election a
s a Senator , his own party betrayed him fo
r

daring

to raise his voice against the conciliationist
policy of the 2-

ding politicians .

United States imperialism , with the aid o
f

the leaders

the "independence " movement , is riveting its hold on these i
m

portant outposts in the Pacific . The Philippines , the
largest i

the United States colonies , is the spearhead o
f

Wall Street p
e
r

tration into the British and Japanese markets i
n the orient

These large , straggling islands , 700 miles from
the ce-

o
f China , bring right t
o the door o
f Japanese and British in

perialism 700,685 square miles o
f

United States territory w

a population o
f

eleven million people . In American war
prepar

tions , the Philippines occupy a prominent
place . The fortificare

o
f the Philippines is second in importance t
o the militarisation

the Panama area .

Ninety per cent o
f the population is agricultural . S

farms prevail . The land laws limit estates t
o 2,500 acres . Amer

can rubber trusts are now forcing a

change in the land laws

permit them to acquire millions o
f

acres for rubber growing

purposes , and in this they will get the support o
f

the politics

Governor -General Davis , who succeeds Stimson

, is assured o
f b

cooperation in the interest o
f

American capitalism .

Industry is mainly American controlled . Trade
with re

Philippines grows by leaps and bounds . The lack

o
f

tariff barris

between the two countries favours commerce

, and the Philip

bourgeoisie whenever it surreptitiously mentions
independer

is threatened with an imposition o
f tariff restrictions .

The only serious independence movement
can come from

the working and peasant masses who have
consistently fough

against United States imperialism .

HANDS OFF THE SOVIET UNION

A New Threat to the Soviet Union .

Danzig as a Naval Base in the Anti - Soviet War

.

By A.

Two reports , which have "chanced " t
o appear in the press

a
t the same time , should receive due

attention from the ing

national working class , and before all from
the proletarians

Germany and Poland , a
s they signalise the war dans

threatening the Soviet Union . While the seat

o
f

the Germa

Naval Command is being transferred
from Wilhelmshaver

Kiel , Polish imperialism is proceeding to complete the stra

Occupation o
f

the mouth o
f

the Vistula lying in the area o
f t

"free state " of Danzig .

Ever since it was founded the Polish State has
been regarde

occupying the position o
f

a
n outpost o
f

the anti -Soviet front . T
h .

political , financial and military support accorded Poland

, a
t fi
rs

by France , and later particularly
by England , was in pursua

o
f

the aim of systematically equipping Poland

a
s the cerr

o
f

the Baltic bloc o
f

vassal states o
f imperialism against th

Soviet Union .

Poland's expenditure for military
purposes accounted

1929 for 41.3 per cent . o
f the total budget ! The regular a
r

which , it is true , is faced with the
danger of disintegration

unbridgeable national and class antagonisms

, nevertheless , s
o

a
s its equipment is concerned , leaves

nothing to be desired

has increased from 265,000 men in 1927 t
o 300,000 a
t

the prese

time . In addition there are the
military fascist and social - fascist

(P. P. S
.

and B
.

B
.

S
.
) associations with 1,300,000 trained a
n

qualified members . Poland can , therefore

, immediately after

bilisation place 1,600,000 men i
n the field . Poland possesses

all over 60 tanks , 16 armoured trains
and 1500 to 1,600 aer

planes , and is capable o
f turning out in its own works 4
0

aero

planes a month . The aerodromes are situated

in the neighbor

hood of the Soviet Russian frontier . Pilsudski's
naval p

r

gramme envisages the construction o
f

three cruisers , six lighters

twelve squadron mine -

layers , twelve submarines and
thirty - si

smaller mine -layers .

Danzig and Gdynia are t
o be the base o
f th
e

fleet .


