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Anti-Fascist Unity in Palestine

New moves have recently been made in Palestine for an Arab-
Jewish r?Pprochement, as Well as closer cooperation in Palestine’s
war efforl. A new owanlsatlon,_ Ichud, has been formed hy Dr.
Mogres, Rector of the Hebrew University, with the object of bringing
about this co-operation. . .

Dr..Mogres has _a long record of working for an Arab-Jewish under-
s anding. ~With him in this new body are outstanding veterans of the
Zionist movement. Recentlg he approached Arab leaders and is now
urgtl)n the need for an Arab-Jewish organisation in which members
of both communities could co-operate for the benefit of both peoples.

In the present situation in the Middle East such a movement,
backed by the Zionist leaders, would be a great help in winning over



the Palestine Arabs for the war effort, and in particular for enlist-
ment in_the_ British forces. For Arab enlistment is still relativel
weak. The influence of the Mufti (under whose leadership the Ar
Higher Committee degenerated into a tool of the Axis) Is still stron
among sections of the Palestine Arabs; the relative backwardness o
the Arab movement in Palestine_ means that there is _not amongst
them the fullest understandln? of the Anglo-Soviet alliance andits
meaning for the Arab people. Tt is in this light that the new organisa-
tion must, be appreciated and welcomed. ]

According to the Jewish Chronicle, September 18, Axis broad-
casts to the Middle East have attacked Ichud, “warning” the Arabs
a{?alnst such moves and stressing that only the Mufti Was the real
“Teader” of the Arab world. ] . )

These, recent developments raise the_important question of the
legalisation of the Palestine Communist Party, which, under the most
repressive conditions, has always supported the progressive elements
within_Palestine Jewry for an Arab-Jewish rapprochiement. It is also
campaigning among the Arabs, %)_Iammg to them the great historic
significance of the ‘Anglo-Soviet Alliance and the need for Arab unity
against fascism in alliance with all peaples fighting fascism.

BK doing this, it is combating the evil influence of the Mufti. Just
as the legalisation of the Indian Communist Party was a great_step
towards the building of anti-fascist unity in India, 5o today the raising
of the ban on the Communist Party of Palestine would be ‘of enormous
im oqtargpe towards establishing anti-fascist unity of Jews and Arabs
in Palestine.
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