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Intellectuals in Iraq, and formerly Minister of Economy of the 
People’s Government in 1936, formed by the Progressive Party 
“Jamiat A1 Islah Shabi.” “Our principle and doctrine is genuine 
democracy for the whole people,” he said. “We are aspiring for a 
system which will guarantee the social security of the whole people. 
We must firmly remember that Fascism is a most reactionary move­
ment aimed at depriving the peoples of the world of their rights, 
freedom and independence, and bringing the further development and 
progress of mankind to a standstill. Those in our country who are 
fighting Fascism must reveal this truth to the people, and expose the 
essence of Fascism as the chief means of depriving the people of 
civic and personal freedom, as a force directed towards the destruc­
tion of culture, ideology and the science of the peoples. Such work 
must be organized by means of propagating progressive and liberal 
principles which will afford the people of Iraq the possibility to draw 
a real comparison between Fascism and Democracy. All the Arab 
peoples and the people of Iraq in particular must know that every 
Nazi promise to the Arabs and other peoples is merely a means to 
bring about their aim—national enslavement and cruel exploitation. 
The granting of full freedom for the explanation of these facts to the 
masses will render easier the struggle against Fascism. Fascism 
will then be supported only by professional agents. By punishing 
them the government will uproot Fascism in the country.”

The editorial in Saut Al Shaab, entitled “Great Demand of the 
Whole World—Second Front in Europe,” declares: “The question 
of a Second Front becomes the central theme in all discussions in 
Syria and the Levant, and its opening is demanded not only by the 
peoples of England and the U.S.A., but also by the peoples of the 
Arabian countries. The Arabian masses know that the best de­
fense of Egypt and the Arabian East is the development of battles 
on the coasts of France, Belgium and Holland, and the best defense 
of China and India is to hasten the annihilation of Hitler.”

(This is the first legal statement from the Communist Party 
of Syria since 1939.)
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[World News and Views, October 17, 1942. P. 414J

An ti-Fascist  Unity in  P alestine

New moves have recently been made in Palestine for an Arab- 
Jewish rapprochement, as well as closer cooperation in Palestine’s 
war effort. A new organisation, Ichud, has been formed by Dr. 
Mogres, Rector of the Hebrew University, with the object of bringing 
about this co-operation.

Dr. Mogres has a long record of working for an Arab-Jewish under- 
s anding. With him in this new body are outstanding veterans of the 
Zionist movement. Recently he approached Arab leaders and is now 
urging the need for an Arab-Jewish organisation in which members 
of both communities could co-operate for the benefit of both peoples.

In the present situation in the Middle East such a movement, 
backed by the Zionist leaders, would be a great help in winning over
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the Palestine Arabs for the war effort, and in particular for enlist­
ment in the British forces. For Arab enlistment is still relatively 
weak. The influence of the Mufti (under whose leadership the Arab 
Higher Committee degenerated into a tool of the Axis) is still strong 
among sections of the Palestine Arabs; the relative backwardness of 
the Arab movement in Palestine means that there is not amongst 
them the fullest understanding of the Anglo-Soviet alliance and its 
meaning for the Arab people. It is in this light that the new organisa­
tion must be appreciated and welcomed.

According to the Jewish Chronicle, September 18, Axis broad­
casts to the Middle East have attacked Ichud, “warning” the Arabs 
against such moves and stressing that only the Mufti was the real 
“leader” of the Arab world.

These recent developments raise the important question of the 
legalisation of the Palestine Communist Party, which, under the most 
repressive conditions, has always supported the progressive elements 
within Palestine Jewry for an Arab-Jewish rapprochement. It is also 
campaigning among the Arabs, explaining to them the great historic 
significance of the Anglo-Soviet Alliance and the need for Arab unity 
against fascism in alliance with all peoples fighting fascism.

By doing this it is combating the evil influence of the Mufti. Just 
as the legalisation of the Indian Communist Party was a great step 
towards the building of anti-fascist unity in India, so today the raising 
of the ban on the Communist Party of Palestine would be of enormous 
importance towards establishing anti-fascist unity of Jews and Arabs 
in Palestine.
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Turkish  N eutrality

By N. Vasilyev

(F r o m  the  Soviet fo r tn ig h t ly ,  “ War a n d  th e  W ork ing  Class” )

Turkey is among the few countries which until now has not been 
directly affected by the military operations. But the war has already 
long since reached her borders.

Influenced by the danger threatening all European countries as a 
result of the aggressive actions of Germany and Italy, Turkey, in the 
spring of 1939, signed a declaration with England on mutual aid, in 
the event of an act of aggression which could lead to war in the Med­
iterranean. On October 19th, 1939, Turkey concluded a Mutual 
Assistance Pact in Ankara with France and Britain, then already at 
war with Germany.

Turkey was intended to take part in operations to cut short German 
and Italian aggression in the Mediterranean. According to the official 
Turkish point of view, Turkey as an ally of Britain and France, was 
not neutral, but merely temporarily “outside the war.”

However, under the influence of military events in the spring and 
summer of 1940, Turkish foreign policy gradually began to turn 
towards neutrality. In March, 1941, Germany started a mass con-
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