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This is the text of a resolution issued recently by the Cen­
tral Committee, CPUSA.

general and with U.S. imperialism in particular.
The American writer, J. Warburg, in his book. 

Crosscurrents in the Middle East (Atheneum, N.Y., 
1968), explains the role of Israel in this “alliance.” 
He writes that the U.S., unable to use its own 
military force to block Soviet penetration—i.e., the 
positive growing friendship between the Soviet 
Union and the Arab countries—and sustain the re­
actionary regimes, used Israel as “the supplier of 
the military muscle required to hold down social 
revolution in the Middle East” (p. 236).

Former Israeli prime minister Y. Rabin, speaking 
of the relations between Israel and the United 
States, stated that the “Americans cannot ignore 
the fact that the doors to the Arab world were 
opened to them precisely because of Israel’s stance 
and power,” and added in emphasis: “My belief is 
that the Americans are still convinced that strength­
ening Israel, particularly at this stage, is a condition 
for their continued hold in the Arab world.” ■

rayed in the Middle East against imperialism seek­
ing to maintain control over the extraction of 
petroleum, a most important energy resource and 
fundamental element of the world economy. Over 
40 percent of the return on U.S. investment abroad 
comes from oil. The giant oil monopolies play a 
decisive role in the formulation and execution of 
U.S. imperialist foreign policy.

Imperialism is actively opposing economic in­
dependence and seeking to thwart the forces of 
socialism and revolutionary democracy from North 
Africa to the Arab Gulf. Moreover, the Middle East 
has now become a launching base for imperialism 
and its local gendarmes to intervene in and conduct 
aggression against progressive forces from the Red 
Sea to the Cape in Southern Africa. In every coun­
try of the area, imperialism meets resistance under 
different conditions and utilizing a full range of

Increasingly the Middle East is becoming an 
arena of an uncontrolled arms race where the dan­
ger of war and possibly world war is ever-present. 
Contrary to those who would picture the source of 
the war danger as an “Arab-Israeli dispute,” as a 
contention between states, the Middle East is a 
region where the international class struggle and na­
tional liberation struggle hold center stage. Fraught 
with war dangers, the Middle East demands the im­
mediate attention of all peace forces.

The Arab liberation movement, an important 
component of the world national liberation move­
ment, confronts imperialism—U.S. imperialism in 
the forefront—at a most critical point. The struggle 
for national independence, against colonialism and 
neo-colonialism and for democratic advance is ar-
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those classes. Zionism is a nationalist movement of 
the Jewish bourgeoisie and an instrument of im­
perialism. It is capitalist, colonialist and anti-com­
munist. Zionism is expansionist and proceeds on 
the premise of the denial of national rights of 
another people, and claims a divine blessing to seize 
the lands of others. Zionism is therefore racist and 
is recognized as such by the United nations. Recent 
events in Israel underscore the Zionist danger.

Within Israel, the main, most principled and con­
sistent force against Zionism is the Communist Par­
ty of Israel (CPI), heroic fighter for peace and na­
tional liberation, opponent of racism and discrimin­
ation, vanguard of the Israeli working class, Jewish 
and Arab, and upholder of the interests of the Jew­
ish and Arab peoples. The CPI fights for and orga­
nizes international support for the Arab minority in 
Israel who suffer second-class citizenship and cruel 
confiscation of ancestral lands. It does likewise for 
the majority of Israel’s citizens—the “Sephardic” 
Jews who suffer discrimination and super-exploita­
tion. Our Party, the Communist Party of the 
United States of America, is proud of its firm, long­
standing fraternal relations with the CPI, which 
strengthen still more with each passing year.

The recent elections in Israel, which showed a 
distinct and dangerous shift to the Right, under­
score again the necessity and responsibility of 
peace-loving forces in the U.S. to step up their ef­
forts to force a reordering of priorities by the Carter 
Administration. The victory of the ultra-Right 
Likud heightens the danger of another, possibly 
nuclear war in the Middle East. It is more apparent 
now than ever that the main obstacle to reconvening 
the Geneva Conference is Washington’s political, 
economic and military support for the policies of 
the government of Israel—Labor or Likud.

In this light, the CPUSA, which greeted the CPI 
initiative to form a united electoral front, hails the 
success of the Jewish-Arab Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality in the May 17 elections. The ad­
vance of this front strengthens the Israeli peace 
movement and the world movement for a Mideast 
peace. Likewise, the historic meeting of representa­
tives of the CPI and the PLO in Prague earlier this 
year marked a new level of unity in struggle of the 
democratic and revolutionary forces in the Middle 
East.

As part of its overall support for the liberation 
movement of the Arab peoples, the CPUSA sup­
ports self-determination and the national rights, in­

methods of struggle. In each of these countries and 
movements a vanguard role is played by groups and 
parties based on Marxism-Leninism and represent­
ing the interest of the working class and revolu­
tionary forces. All receive many-sided support and 
solidarity from the socialist countries, the Soviet 
Union in the first place, and all of progressive 
humanity.

The most critical point of conflict today between 
the forces of national liberation and imperialism 
operating in the Middle East is in the area of 
Palestine and neighboring countries. The most im­
portant instrument of U.S. imperialism in the area 
is Zionism and the power it wields as the dominant 
ideology and holder of power in Israel.

Over the past 30 years, the armies of the State of 
Israel have crossed the borders established in the 
1947 United Nations partition of Palestine four 
times and occupied sizable territories belonging to 
nations and peoples living in the adjacent areas. 
The aggression is today the major source of tension 
in the Middle East and could lead to war.

Tactical Maneuvers
In the context of continued tension and arms 

build-up, the Carter Administration’s pronounce­
ments about “Israeli withdrawal from occupied ter­
ritory” and the creation of a “Palestinian 
homeland” must be seen as tactical maneuvers to 
preserve the interests of U.S. oil imperialism. 
Washington is attempting to bolster the reactionary 
elements within the Arab national liberation move­
ment, particularly within the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, and to lull the peace forces into 
believing its massive economic, political and 
military support to Tel Aviv and to reactionary 
Arab leaders, thus exposing the argument that the 
peace movement must wait because the Carter Ad­
ministration is “pressuring Israel to make conces­
sions.”

Israeli aggression is supported and promoted by 
U.S. imperialism which benefits from perpetual 
tension and instability in the region and sows divi­
sion between Arab countries and continually strives 
to subvert, weaken and overthrow progressive 
regimes. This aggression flows directly from the 
ideology of Zionism and its program.

But the designation “Zionist” must never be con­
fused with Jewish people. In Israel and throughout 
the world, Jewish people (as nearly all peoples) are 
characterized by separation into all economic 
classes and adhere to the political ideologies of 

8



July-August 1977

eluding the right to a national state, of the Arab 
people of Palestine. We recognize without qualifi­
cation the Palestine Liberation Organization as the 
sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian peo­
ple. The national rights and self-determination for 
the Palestinian people and recognition of the PLO 
are accepted by the vast majority of the nations of 
the world, and supported by the socialist communi­
ty of nations, the non-aligned movement, the 
United Nations, the Organization of Arab States, 
the World Peace Council, many governments in 
Western Europe and the Communist and Workers 
Parties of the world. The CPUSA has established 
formal fraternal contact with the PLO. This has 
taken the form of exchanges of views and mutual 
expressions of solidarity between representatives of 
the CPUSA and the PLO leadership.

In addition, the CPUSA maintains special friend­
ly relations with the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a component part of the 
Palestinian resistance movement and the PLO. Its 
policies developing along internationalist, class­
struggle lines, the Democratic Front plays an im­
portant progressive role within the liberation move­
ment.

Our Party continues to build its fraternal rela­
tions with all of the other Communist and Workers 
Parties and other democratic movements of the 
area, among them the Lebanese Communist Party 
and the Unified National Front of the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen. We recognize as an 
increasingly important element in recent develop­
ments the sharpening class struggle throughout the 
area, not alone within Israel. The recent civil war in 
Lebanon and the demonstrations against the regime 
in Cairo represent only the most visible signs of this 
class struggle. The heightened class consciousness 
contributes greatly to the forward movement of the 
national liberation forces just as the national libera­
tion movement sharpens the class consciousness. 
Using reactionary regimes in the area such as Saudi 
Arabia as its surrogates, U.S. imperialism seeks to 
divide the forces of national liberation in order to 
maintain its hegemony. It seeks to separate the 
peoples of the area from their natural allies, in the 
first place the Soviet Union and the socialist camp. 
The ties of the Zionist leadership in Israel and of 
other reactionary governments to U.S. imperialism 
constitute the greatest threat to both the in­
dependence of the peoples and to peace. The 
CPUSA considers it to be its internationalist

responsibility to support the national liberation and 
workers’ movements against imperialism in all its 
forms and guises.

A Basis for Peace
It is the position of the CPUSA (spelled out by 

the resolution of its 21st Convention, 1975, in 
Chicago) that the basis for a just and lasting peace 
in the Middle East should proceed along the follow­
ing general principles:

1) Withdrawal of Israel from all occupied Arab 
lands seized in the 1967 war of aggression;

2) Recognition of the right of all displaced 
Palestinian people to return to their homeland or to 
receive just compensation;

3) Recognition of the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination, including the right to 
set up their own state on lands recovered from the 
occupiers;

4) Guarantee of the borders and territorial in­
tegrity of all the states in the area.

The CPUSA supports the call for the reconvening 
of the Geneva Conference on Middle East Peace 
with full and equal representation by the PLO as 
the sole representative of the Palestinian people. 
We recognize however that the Geneva Conference 
cannot be reconvened without taking into account 
United Nations resolutions containing the principle 
of Palestinian national rights. The CPUSA believes 
that future relations between the Arab people of 
Palestine and the peoples of Israel must be based on 
self-determination and any formal change in rela­
tionships must hinge on the voluntary will of both 
peoples.

Our Party recognizes the critical character of its 
role as a working-class party inside the USA con­
fronting the forces of imperialism and campaigns to 
win our country to a policy of peace and non­
interference in the affairs of the people of the Mid­
dle East. In our country a critical aspect of the work 
for peace and justice in the Middle East must be to 
win the mass of Jewish people—particularly 
workers—away from the influence of Zionism and 
for a program of peace and justice.

Another crucial aspect of our work in the present 
period must be to intensify the struggle against anti­
Arab chauvinism and racist attacks on Arab peo­
ples. This is a major factor even among some pro­
gressive circles and is a chief stumbling block 
toward expanding the movement for a just peace. 
The CPUSA acts in solidarity with Arab workers in 
the U.S., recognizing the special problems facing
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and democratic movements in the Middle East, and 
especially, at this time, with the Palestinian 
resistance movement. This must be a signal task for 
our entire Party and for the trade union, peace and 
other democratic movements. ■

remained abroad for four years or more years are 
considered permanent emigrants. Someone who 
returns for a few days every three or four years, 
however, is not considered a permanent emigrant.

Three Reasons to Leave
Kapeliouk interviewed Israelis living in New York 

City, Los Angeles, and elsewhere, and found that 
“war” is the primary cause of the emigration, first 
and foremost the October 1973 war which caused 
such heavy casualties. People complained of the 
psychological tension and the long military service 
in the reserves at the disposal of the Israeli military 
command.

The second reason, which Kapeliouk says was 
related to the first, is the Israeli economic situation. 
The emigrants mentioned high prices, low wages, 
and heavy taxes. In taxes imposed on the popula­
tion, Israel takes first place in the world. In 1967, 
before the war, it was in fourteenth place, and on 
the eve of the 1973 war, it was in seventh place.

Housing, or rather the lack of it, was mentioned 
by all the emigrants. They also said a young Israeli 
couple who are not financially aided by their 
parents must load themselves down with debts for 
years merely to survive. The emigrants all stressed 
that by living abroad, they could have a much 
higher living standard than in Israel.

The third reason for emigration, according to 
Kapeliouk, is “the quality of life in Israel, which 
leaves much to be desired, on the material level as 
well as in human relations.” The Israeli emigrants 
mentioned in particular “the nature of society," 
bureaucracy, social alienation and discrimination. 
Israel is not a secular state and Orthodox rabbis

Israeli Emigrants: 
“The Israeli Diaspora”

them, and calls attention to the necessaity of 
struggling against the discrimination, superex­
ploitation, and repression faced by them.

The CPUSA is committed to building and sup­
porting activities in solidarity with peace, liberation

“The Israeli Diaspora” is the title of a long, two- 
part article which appeared in a recent issue of the 
Paris daily newspaper, Le Monde (The World). 
Writer Amnon Kapeliouk’s lead sentence is “Near­
ly 350,000 Israelis—around 10 percent of the popu­
lation of Israel—live abroad, for the most part in 
the United States.”

The article helps clarify a problem that is receiv­
ing a great deal of attention in Israel and from the 
Zionist movement generally, that is, the problem of 
growing emigration from the Zionist paradise.

The Le Monde writer states that entire districts of 
New York City and Los Angeles today have an 
Israeli atmosphere, where one can hear Ivrit (mod­
ern Israeli Hebrew) spoken on the streets. He says 
that today in the U.S. you can find Israeli emigrants 
everywhere, doing all kinds of jobs.

In New York City alone, there are more than 
1,000 Israeli emigrants working as taxicab drivers. 
The chief of the taxicab station at the Waldorf- 
Astoria gives his orders in Hebrew. Also in New 
York City, a radio station called “Here is Israel,” 
run by former employees of Radio Israel, broad­
casts programs in Hebrew.

On his return from the United States, (Israeli) 
General Sharon said with anger: “Gradually, New 
York is becoming the first Israeli city in the world, 
in the place of Tel Aviv.”

Kapeliouk points out that there are no exact 
figures on the number of Israelis who have emi­
grated from Israel, mainly because a permanent 
emigrant from Israel is only permitted to take $10 
with him. But those who have left Israel and have
Tom Foley is a writer on international affairs for the 
Daily World.


