Win Jewish

On April 21 the Nationel Com-
mittee of the Communrist Party
colled a conference of leading
and active membders of the Party
f1om sit _eastern states to discuss
the prodlems of working among
the Jewish people. Fpllowing 18
the main report deliverad by Earl
Browder

CRairman: Comrades:

The main purpose of this con-
ference is to bring forward our
forces in the field of work among
the Jewish population®in partic-
ular, bringing out your experi-
ences and vour judgment of the
situation as vou find it iIn your
particular work. It is the c., '
this conference to cement all of
these forces and clarify the situa-
tien as we see it collectively for a
big united forward movement not
only of our Party but of our
Party as lrader of the broader
mass movement among the Jew-
fsh section of the population of
America in order to keep pace
with and consolidate this move-
ment with the general working
class progressive movement in the
country as a whole.

We of the National Committee
of the Party feel that the time is
more than ripe for this. And in
developing a new apprcach to the
strength:ning of our work i{n each
of the particula. national groups
that comprise such a large part
of the American people as a
wliole, we chose to give first at-
tention to the work'in the Jewish
field for several reasons.

Among these is first of all the
fact that all of the issues of the day
in the world and national political
life present themselves in a sharp
and aggravated form among the
Jewish population. In this field
we have the most extreme forms
of political reaction and, as in
the country generally, we have a
new concentration of the reac-
tionary forces in the struggle
against the labor movement, in
tive struggle agalnst living stand-
ards and civil liberties in prep-
aration for taking America more
deeply and as a belligerent into
the war. Especially since the out-
break of the war we have seen an
unprecedented concentration of
forces against the Communists
and against all of those who, be-
cause they refuse to bow before
this campaign, are labelled as
Communists. For to the reaction-
aries everyone is a Communist, a
Btalinist if he does not accept di-
rection from the camp of reaction.

We cannot say that we have
fully met and overcome this; we
caanot even say that we have
fully utilized all the opportunities
and advantages at our disposal.
That is one of the particular rea-
sons for this conference—to try to
mobilize all our collective wisdom
and ability to overcome all the
weaknesses and lags that we can
dettct and identify and to make
sure that we collectively move
foerward as surely and as speedily
as the relation of forces makes
possible.

If 1 start out by emphasizing
our search for negative features
in our work, for weaknesses and
lags, that is not by any means to
indicate that we have in the Na-
tional Committee of our Party
any feeling of the existence of a
serious crisis or breakdown in our
work. On the contrary, without
spending too much time upon fit,
we would register the fact that
during the last seven months the
most vicious attacks of the en-
emy, their most extreme- efforts
have failed completely to break
through our lines and have re-
acted to the weakening of our en-
emies, not to our weakening. We
have made progress and impor-
tant progress. *

But precisely because we want
to make the most of that, we do
noet want to spend too much
time congratulating ourselves on
our progress. We feel we have
not made enough progress. We
feel that a great deal more can
be done. This is especially true
when we re-examine those fun-
damental issues of the day which
lie in the field of international
gelations, in relation to war and
pea-.c, all of those weighty ques-
tions dominated by the interna-
tional situation. Do we realize
what a tremendous advantage we
have in our position in the world
situation? Do we realize the par-
ticular advantages that our posi-
tion gives us in relation to the
Jewish masses?

What is the question which af-
fects the Jewish masses in par-
ticular? It is of course the posi-
tion of the Jewish prople in va-
rious countries and the trends of
developments affecting that posi-
tion. And what is the specific
feature of all these trends? In the
capitalist world, without excep-
tion, the trends are to worsen the
position of the Jewish masses
without exception. Not one cap-
{italist country is presenting the
smnallest example of any amelora-
tion of the particular hardships
ﬂuod upon the Jewish p:ople,

of eny 1 juz of the p e
of ant{-Semitism in all of its as-
pects. On the contrary, these are

ng\na. This is no less marked
: the United States itself.

In the U. 8. which is supposed
to be a country par excellence of
bourgeois democratic development,
we see.a sharp accentuation of
anti-8smitism and {its establish-
ment .as a political instrument of
reaction within the country. In
the other capitalist countries we

EARL BROWDER

attitude of the ruling classes in
this respect to the extremes of the
fascist regimes. So that today
there is very little to choose from
among the European capitalist
countries, between the so-called
democracies and the so-called
dictatorship states. They are so
rapidly approximating one an-
other in practice and in ideology
that the former distiictions which
were necessary and correct are
out-dated and if persisted in be-
come a source of complete polit-
ical disorientation. You cannot
find your way in world politics
any more, you canngt find a solu-
tion to the simplest question by
the old distinctions and this ap-
plics in general to all political and
social questions and it applies
specifically to the problems of
the Jewish people.

I do not think it is. necessary
for me to go into a detailed ex-
amination of the specific facts
that exemplify this general rela-
tion and trend. However, I want
to emphasise that fact In order
to contrast it with developments

presented by the Soviet Union in
{ts inner life and its role in inter-
national affairs.

.

The Soviet Union presents a
contrast to the capitalist world
in every respect. I do not want
to take the time here this morn-
ing to enumerate all these fea-
tures but let us confine ourselves
for the purpose of this discussion
to the situation of the Jewish
people.

American newspapers have
exmerted themselves to the utmost
to create the opinion that the
Soviet Union was gullty of an im-
perfalist  aggression equally and
in partnership with Hitler fasd
cism in relation to the former
Polish state. They did thefr ut-
most, and one must say they did
a heroic job, and yet they failed.
They falled to establith their
point and their fallure was not
conditioned upon the education of
our press. I am sorry to have to
adn.it that our press is a rela-
tively small factor in this situa-
tlon—an important factor, but
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volume of its cfrculation. Why did
the bourgeois press fail? Why did
they fail so misersbly that even
confirmed readers and followers
of the “Forward” {n every case in
which these Individuals have re-
latives and friends in the former
Poland, went to their synagogues
to pray that their home-town
would fall within the lines of the
Red Army? Is anybody any longer
questioning that they prayed that
God would deliver their people to
the Soviet Unlon?

Now that West Ukraine and
White Rusiia have been organiza-
tionally embodied into the Soviet
Union and have their owrl freely
elected government and are solv-
ing their own problems in collabo-
ratiog ‘and with the help of the
whole Soviet Union, we are be-
ginning to have a flood of indica-
tions from their relatives and
friends in this country, giving us
a body of evidence of what the
Soviet Union means to the people
of that ares, of the role of the
Soviet Unk as & liberator and
no less to)the Jewish people in
that territory.

What organization ever had
such an instrument in its hands
for the education and leadership
of the Jewish masses in the United
States as we have? And we have
it because nobody else wants it,
no other organization. Nobody
wants to take this issue away
from us. We would be glad if
they did. The time is coming
when they will and we will wel-
come that time but right now
this s our particular instrument.
Are we making full use of it? I
can remember a few years ago,
everywhere 1 went, Jewish Com-

4 antl C st sympa-
thizers came to me and sald:
“Tell me confidentially why can't
we get just a thousand Jewish
refugees openly and demonstra-
tively admitted into the Soviet
Unlon?” They said: “What a tre-
mendous agitational and educa-
tional instrument that would be
in our hands.” I had to answer,
“Comrades, don't be impatient.
The time {s coming and even to-
day,” 1 sald, “don't forget that
the Soviet Unlon without any
dramatics, very quietly already
has more refugees than any other
country in the world” You re-
member the big issue that the
Day made of this statement of
mine. They challenged me, de-
claring there was not ‘a single
Jewish refugee in the Soviet
Union. They made a tremendous
fssue of it. Now if that was a
big and important issue in those
days why {is it not a hundred
times more important today?
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-Today the Soviet Union has
incorporated into itself a large
part-of the Rwish population of
Eastern Purope. It has‘fot only
given them refuge but it has

| siven them the country. It has

not merely given them a refuge
as persecuted immigrants but has |

| made them part of the owner-

Dies Plots Against
Mexico., Ford States:

Negro Congress Ends

(Continued from Page 1)

| velt Administration and “economic |
| royalists” toward American involve-

ment. They declared that the oniy
war the American Negro was inter-

| ested in fighting would be against
| the discrimination and oppression

forced upon them at home.

So strong was the desire for peace
that every time the speakers said
“Weewant peace” the entire session |
was halted with prolonged applause.

In addition to Ford, the speaKers
were Earl Dickerson, Negro city al-
derman from Chicago; Max Yergan,
first vice-president of the Congress
and director of the International
Committee on African Affairs; Hen-
ry (Hank) Johnson, prominent Ne- |
|gro CIO leader and assistant na- |
1tional d'rector of the Packing House
Workers Organizing Committec;
Mrs. Fay Allen, president of the
Los Angeles Council and member of
the School Board of the City of Los
Angeles; Bishop Reverdy C. Ran-
som, of the African Methcdist Enis-
copal Church; Mrs. Velma G. Wil-
llam, member of the Board of Edu-

| catlon of the District of Columbla;
{Richard Moore, Negro International

Labor Defense leader; and Attorney

| John 8. Bourne, presdent of the

Boston Councll of the National Ne-
gro Congress. who presided.

DIES BOOED

Every time “the Dies Committee
was mentioned a chorus of boos.
cat-calls and hisses shot up from
the audience.

Johnson, a powerful speaker,
brought the house to its feet when
he declared:

“I speak for labor and for my
people when I say that I shall
fight no wars to save American
imperialism. The European war

| is an Imperiaiist war.

“The Dies Committee is a ‘Red
Sandman’ and an un-Amer.can
bugatoo, but it will neves frighten
the Negro people or Labor out
of their rights. Our answer to its
campaign against the Bill of
Rights is to organize more Negro
workers inte the trade unions on
a basis of full equality with all
other workers and In order to give
them an opportunity to partici-
pate in 'the full lite of the union
as in the CIO.

“Both the CIO and the Na-
tional Negro Congress were born
in 1936, and both have been pow-
erhl nnnlulbu h the

“becoming that organization

four years toward the achieve-
ment of the full rights of the Ne-
gro people,” Johnson stated
amidst stormy applause.

URGES NEGRO UNITY

Dickerson declared that the Ne-
gro Congress was on the way to
for
establishing that unity of the Ne-
gro people which {s necessary to
obtain the citizenship of the Ne-
g7) people in 1940.”

“Upper class Negroes must join
with the great majority of lower
class Negroes if we are to have the
solidarity which will defeat the

forces of war and. reaction rising |

in America.”

“We want peace not war,”
Dickerson asserted, “the frontier
of Democracy is here at home.
Our boys do not need to die in
European trenches. The people
of France and England and Ger-
many will make Democracy safe
in their countries. Every right
won by the Negro people is en-
dangercd by the present drive to-
ward war. The fight fof Negro
rights at home is the fight for
international peace abroad.”

YERGAN HITS IMPERIALISTS

He urged support for the Wag-
ner Act, against the amendments

| of the open shoppers, and he called|

for support to the Geyer anti-poll
tax bill, and for the application
of “strict neutrality”
Roosevelt administration.

Because of the lateness of the
hour Yergan offered to walve his

|address, the last on the program,
'but when the chairman placed the

question to the audience they de-’

manded that Yergan speak. Yergan
said:

“We are against this country
taking sides in this imperialist
war on behalf of the fascist im-
perislists of Germany. But we

1 dergand equally that not one \step

of the millions of Negro colonials |

| war.

End Negro

Congress Meet
In Washington

(Continued from Pace 1)

abolition. of the entire system of
Jim-crow discrimination.

“The Roosevelt Administration
has reversed its policy from one of
concern for the welfare of the peo-
ple to mobilization of America's re-
sources for war, extension of trade
advantages to the British and
French, meanwhile slashing ap-
propriations for WPA, neglecting to
establish Federal health services,
abandoning the housing perogram,
which in policy is detrimental to
the interests of the American peo-
ple and brings us step by step closer
to Involvement in this imperialist

In ‘accepting the Ipvitation of
John L. Lewis to reach a working
agreergent with Labors Non-Per-
tisan League, the Negro Congress
pointed out “‘our unied Negro peo-

| ple's movement is linked with and
| collaborates with the movement

and organigatians of its friends and
its allles, the trade unlons, the
youth movement, the farmers and
all other progressive and liberal or-
ganizations of the American people
making for democracy and peace.”

Turning to the Dies Committee,
the Congress went on record sharp-

upon the \o condemn'ng its activities as “a
|great threat to .our fundamental

right” and demanding the imme-
diate dissolution of the Dies Comi-

| mittee.”

The Negro Congress said that “in-
stead of investigating real ‘un-
American’ activities such peonage
in the South and the Ku Klux Klan,
Mr. Dies has vicieusly attacked and
slandered all lidbersl and progres-
sive groupe.”

tion when he appeared to ask the

be taken to aid in any f:

audi to !l the fight for

the imperialism of England and
Franoce.”
Yergan spoke of the oppression

in African empires of the Allled
impetrialists, oppression which he

‘experienced* and witnessed as a

Iut

Y.MC.A. secretary for 15 years in
Africa

Roy Wright, one of the four freed
> boys, recel

ed an ova-

the freedom of my brother Andy,
and the other four boys who are
now in the Alabams jails.”
Qreetings were read from Harry
Bridges, leader of the International
Longshoremen and Warehousemen's
Union. who wired the Congress that
John L. Lewis expressed the views
of his union in urging the passage
of the anti-lynching bill and full
rights for the murpun\l.

,‘,
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ship and rulership of the whole
country and this refers not only
to the inhabitants of the areas
taken over but to the greatest
body of refugees ever present in
one country—the refugees from
the German occupied areas. I do
not know just how many it was
but the capitalist press informs
us that from one-half to one mil-
lion refugees from the Nazj dic-
tatorship went over to the Soviet
side in West Ukraine and White
Russia. They were not placed’In
concentration camps but were im-
mediately resettled and absorbed
into the social life of the countfty.
This is true not only of the former
Polish territories but in the So-
viet Union generally.

Do we make the most of this
{ssue? Are we pressing our ad-
vantage on this? Are we going
out and winning the Jewish
masses on the basls of specific

Jewish issues as it is possible to
do? As is necessary to do? I do
not think we are, frankly, and I
think we have got to make very
serious efforts to overcome this
weakness on our part, this failure
to understand our own strength,
this failure to fully use our own
stregngth. I think we can be very
free and frank in approaching
shartcomings in our own work.
The National Committee practices
that kind of approach to its own
work and we think that the whole
movement can very profitably re-
evaluate its work and this task
with frank criticism without in
any way giving any grounds for
abuse by our enemies who always
try to turn our self-criticism
against us. We can do it withous
in‘ any way reverting to former
less healthy periods in our move-
ment when self criticism became
not a means’ of strengthening and

Pay-Hour Law

Faces Congress

Attack Today

(Continued from Page 1)
\

the HOLC bill and the Wheeler-Lea
Rallroad Bill conference report.
The fight on the Wagner Act
starts early next week.
‘The Senate was expected to take

tive agencies.
Whether the bill can be taken up

of the Democratic leadership's, leg-
islative program. The Interior De-
partment’s supply bill are among

upon.

The first order of business for the
Senate this week is consideration |
of a bill to “freeze” Norwegian nnd
Danish credits in this country.

Jewish Peoples

Rabbi Moses Miller, national
president of the Jewish Peoples

Committee, will speak at various
conferences and mass meetings to

in the next month, according to a
statement- released yesterday by
Bernard J. Harkavy, national sec-
retary of the Jewish Peoples Com-
mittee.

The conference are to be on the
topic of “Problems Facing Amer-
ican Jewry Today" and all Jewish
organizations in the various cities
will be invited to send delegates.

Pollowing these conferences, mass

Semitism, The Jews and the War”
will be held.

According to the statement, the
statement, the schedule is as fol-
lows: Philadelphia, May 12; Roch-

Cleveland, May 27; Detroit, May
| 29; and Chicago, June 2nd.

your ouwn See that it
reeches the homas of yowr friends/

up this week the House-approved party, declared in an officlal state- &-
Walter-Logan bill designed to pr0-|mem. released to the press:
vide court review of rulings by more |

than 100 quasi-judicial administra- | olution which unites all the social
| forces of the basic groups of the

this week depends upon the status|

Committee Head | international
On Speaking Trip

be held in a number of cities with- |

| dearest and

meetings on the’subject of “Antl- | demonstrating their historic

ester. May 19; Pittsburgh, May 26; .pmaition,

Masses for Anti-War Flgh Broder Urges

f necemrlly clrcumscribed by the

NEWS ITEM: General Haller, notorlous Polish antl-Semite, calls on Jewish people to help fight for a

consolidating our forward move-
ment but an excuse for dividing
ourselves into cliques and fac-
tions and paralyzing our forward
movement.

We think our whole movement
is at a stage where it knows how
to use the weapon of self-criti-
cism to advance our movement.
We have already left far behind
the days when the critical re-
evaluation of our work and the
strengthening and mobilization of
our forces and the advancement
of fresh new cadres into our work
could in any way result in the
intensification of differences
among us, in resolving our polit-
ical work back into sterile' inner
discussions. Today we have such
o movement, we have such masses,
we have such a degree of polit-
ical understanding among our
people, we have such rapidly de-

“veloping young cadres who know

MexicoPRMDeclares
People of U.S. Oppose
Wall S¢. Imperialists

By Alfred Miller

.+ (Bpecial to the Daily Worker)

MEXICO CITY, April 28.—The Party of the Mexican
Revolution (PRM) last week hdiled the presence of 50 Amer-
ican citizens at the head of the recent huge anti-imperialist

| parade protesting U. S. interference In Mexican affairs.

General Heriberto Jara, President of the government

“The Party of the Mexican Rev-

Mexican people, has been pro-
foundly moved by the show of

| solidarity you U. 8. citizens have

given when, carrying the flag of
our country and carrying the alo-

several measures that must be acted | quent poster affirming the soli-
| darity of the American and Mex-

ican peoples, you took part in the
| great demonstration organized by
the PRM to support the regime of
General Lazaro ClrJenu and to
defend the sovereignty of our coun-
try threatened at these very mo-
/ment by the demand to submit to
arbitration  resolu-
tlons which are the result of our
laws.

“The participation of a strong
nucleus of U. 8. citizens in Mexico's
admonition and protest against the
attack of the

intervention of the American gov-
ernment, is of the highest and
surest significance not only for
our country but the Latin-Amer-

!ican nations as well. The American

people conunue to maintain their

| ancient ideals of democracy and

justice. The American people, ex-
pressing solidarity with the people
of Mexico who are‘defending their
legitimate interests,
their liberty, economic aufonomy
and their right to exist ws people;
re-
sponsibility in the unusual prob-

|lems put before us, and conscious

of their own rights and the rights
and fates of the rest of the peoples
of the continent, have taken their
without reservatiop, at

|the side of their brothers in ex-

ploitation and have proclajmed the
validity of the weaker peoples’

Gol the “Browaer Library” jor ' aspirations for life, liberty -and cul-
ture.

“The peopls of the United Btates
e

imperialist forces.
| which have been able to,obtain the

have shown to the world that theirs
is not and cannot be the ignoble
and cruel cause of imperialism but
the cause of world democracy. The
people of the United BStates plve
expressed that they must not, can
not, and do not want to support the
illicit economic interests of impe-
rialism from whose dire conse-
quences all the countries in which
it exerts dominion are suffering.

“You U. 8. citizens have demon-

| strated clearly and vigorously that

you fully understand your human
duty and your historic responsi-
bility at this troubled moment when
with your understanding and your
ald and with the understanding
and aid of all.free peoples, Mexico
can maintain her sovereignty and
liberty impeccable. This is the hour
when the union of our people in
spir't and in truth, for the cyl-
ination of our destinies,
marks the beginning of a true
fralernity based upon mutual re-
spect and legitimate rights.
“Americans and Mexicans rep-

our redeeming ideal, our great des-
tiny, our responsibility and our
strusgle for a tomorrow without
exploitation and inssnity are the
same. This is the important lesson
you have given the world, you citi-
zens of the free, great, strong and
cultured United States by pro-
claiming that you are not and can-
not be responsible for the attitude
which, while troubling the history
of your powerful nation, is design-
ed to damage the sovereignty of
our nation which is judged weak
by. those who try to ignore that
there is no human force able to
conquer justice and history!
“Thanks be to you U. B. citisens

who gallantly tok part in the pa-
rade of Mexican dignity and .unity
/adding to it a high note of libera-
tion conscience “and your true and
firm conviction of Americanism.
Thanks in the name of the people
of Mexico and the unl\!rul eause

of justiosl L

resent an historic unity because’

|

and understand what it s all
about and who have absorbed the %
Leninist-Stalinist approach to po-
litical and organizational ques-
tions, that we can feel the great-
est confidence that our movement
will be able tp solve all of its
problems in the style and with
the spirit that we have learned
from the Bolsheviks in the Soviet

Union. We going to be alle
to mobilize forces in a new
way, creaté & new spirit and a

new forward movement in our
work in the Jewish field that 18 °
going' to sweep over -and around
and under all obstacles and dis-
solve them without too much fuss
and without wasting too much
time.
°

The National Committee 1s
going to try to perform its par
not by taking over the functio
of leading cadres among the Jew-
ish people but by calling upon all
our active forces to begin to .as-
sume thelr responsibility and their
initiative to work out these prob-
lems. We are going to try to
help by assuring at all times an
orderly and Bolshevik develop-
ment of this work based upon the
initiative and abilitles and en-
thusiasm of our broadest actives
in this field.

We call upon you to begin to
solve these problems, not as a de-
bating society although debates
are necessary, discussion is neces-
sary, but as a body of people
that already without too much
debate knows how to function as
a collective”"will and a collective
driving force. You must find new
ways of work to correspond to the
new situation. . But you must do
it in such a way that we do not
fall into disputing groups as to
what is the correct way to work.,
Qur strength is in our collectivity,
our power i3 in our unity, and
our unity is in encouragement
and stimulus to the initigtive and
enthusiasm of each individual
with no barrier to hold him back.

We have suffered losses in the
latest period in our leadership in
the Jewish fleld that we have to
make up for, and more than make
up for by drawing forward all
possible forces in this fleld, sys-
tematically using them and ad-
vancing them. In this respect the
National Committee has taken
note of the fact that a special
problem iz created by the circum-
stance that the general movement
draws upon the Jewish fleld for
cadres for general work and work
in other fields. This has always
been one of the problems of all
national groups no less than the
Jewish; they have to produce not
only their own cadres but cadres
for general work.

We consider the necessity of a
big push forward in the Jewish
fleld of such immediate impar-
tance that we make it a general
Party problem today and we in-
sist that the general leadership
of the Party nationally and in

district has to take part in

, help it and assume responsi-

bility for it, and if it is neceasary

to transfer people from genersl

work to specific work in the Jew-

ish flield that that step shall be
taken,
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The National Committee made
A very difficult step but a very
necessary one. We fought for it
and we ruthlessly made it in spite
of all objections when we de-
cided to take Comrade Max Stein-
berg away from the New York
State apparatus and transfer him
to the Jewish Buro. We knew
how difficult it was for the Dis-
trict Committee at the present
time. The District has lots of
good forces but to make a change
of such important people in the
District apparatus created enor-
mous- problems for the District.
Although we understood the prob-
lems of the District, the National
Committee felt that if we weak-
ened one little bit on this ques-
tion everybody else would weaken
a little, bit all down the line and
we would be unable to make this
turn to the Jewish people. The
National Committee sald we are
not going to weaken even a half
of one per cent, that we would
push through this necessary meas-
ure at all costs in order to set
an example for the rest of you.

The situation everywhere is.very
difficult for us. These difficulties
arise from a great historical turm-
ing point. The future of the
world is being determined and
that is not an easy job. If you
are going to take on responsibili-
ties” for that kind of a job you
have got to be ready to face
difficulties and you have to be
prepared, when you face crucigl
questions, to be stubborn and
push through the correct point or
view against all difficulties.

We hope that our actives in
this fleld among the Jewish -
masses are going to develop this
approach given them by the Na-
tional Committee and make it &
living part of our movement. We
hope that you will carry this .
through with the understanding
that great masses can be changed,
can be won in this period. With
correct work, with determination
.and with understanding you can
help the masses of Jewish people
play an important part in this
great historic situation and if you
do you will make a tremendous
contribution to the solution of
America’s role in world affairs
and determine the direction of
the world's development. You can
do it and we are sure that as
you sappreciate more and more
the fundamental importance of
this task and the great oppor-
tun'ties for secomplishing it, pl
will do 4



