THE IRGUN HOAX

By Catherine Wilson

THE exploits of the Palestine terrorist movement, Irgun

Zevai Leumi, have aroused among many American
Jews great sympathy and pride in the fact that Jews too
can fight back. This sympathy and pride are grounded
more in emotion than in a knowledge of the facts. For the
facts, when studied, reveal a tale far removed from the
propaganda build-up that representatives of the Irgun in
America have astutely engineered.

“This is the Resistance . . . Palestine’s Fighting Army of
Liberation” is the title of a pamphlet, recently issued here
by the American League for a Free Palestine, one of these
American representatives, to glorify the Irgun Zevai Leumi
(National Military Organization) of Palestine as a peo-
ple's liberation movement, fighting for “an independent,
democratic republic” and promising “full freedom and
equal rights to all, whether Jew, Moslem or Christian.”
The appearance of this pamphlet marks the climax of one
of the most skillful propaganda hoaxes perpetrated on
Americans in recent years: the endeavor of the political
representatives of the Irgun in the United States to «loak
this terrorist organization in the inspired tradition of the
- wartime underground armies, which forged united people’s
fronts to wage exalted wars for the liberty and independence
of their homelands.

The Irgun appears to have the trappings of a genuine
resistance movement. Its acts against British terror, its
killing of British soldiers and policemen, breaching of Brit-
ish prisons, derailment of trains and blowing up of govern-
ment offices seem—to the uninformed—the heroic acts of
Jewish Maquis. In the United States, representatives of
the Irgun, organized in a network of publicity-mad organi-
zations, publicize proposals for a “Hebrew” government-
in-exile to direct the fight for a free Jewish state in Pales-
tine. The propaganda of the Irgunists here stresses that the
Irgun stands for attack, open war, action in contrast to the
“cautious line,” the “collaborationism,” the “restraint” of
the organized Jewish community.

Irgun’s Friends and Enemies

The record and achievements of the Irgun and its repre-
sentatives in the United States suggest, however, that it is
far from being a genuine resistance movement. A true
liberation movement draws its strength and character from
the participation and support of the people. Its genuine-
ness may be judged by its friends and its enemies. But the
Irgun, with a membership estimated between 4,000 and
10,000 has alienated the Arab masses with its revolting
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chauvinism. It has been condemned by every responsible
Jewish group in Palestine. Its enemies are all groups in
Palestine from left to right which understand well how
the Irgun harms the cause of the Yishuv. For the Irgun
unleashes its terror not only against the British but against
the innocent Arab and Jew, as well.

In true terrorist tradition it secures its funds by extortion,
blackmail and robbery of the Yishuv which it would not
need to do, if it were a genuine people’s movement. The
Palestine Post in March 1947 reported that ten Jews and
ten Arabs had been killed by terrorist action in one week
alone. The Irgun has bombed the print shop of the news-
paper Neu Velt, organ of the left Poale Zion (Labor Zion-
ists), burned newspaper stands which sell Yiddish and Ger-
man papers, kidnapped labor and Haganah people, at-
tacked and burned down workers clubs of the Hashomer

atzair (Socialist-Zionist Yputh). Haganah, the defense
:ll_!clncy recognized by a majority in the Yishuv, addressed
a recent leaflet to the terrorists: “You are a deserter. ... We
struggle in a disciplined way. But you throw bombs with-
out rhyme or reason. You inflict terror on the Jewish public.
You are sabotaging our struggle.” Fourteen Palestine youth
organizations, from the left to right, recently issued a joint
appeal for an end to terrorism.

These are the opinions of the people in whose interests
the Irgun is presumably fighting. The elements against
whom the Irgun is supposed to wage its struggle, however,
think quite differently of its activities. The attitude of the
Arab fascist clique, guided by the pro-nazi Mufti, is pub-
licly known. Jamal el Hussein, the former Grand Mufti’s
deputy as chairman of the Arab Higher Committee, was
quoted by the New York Times, May 2, 1947, as saying:
“As for Jewish terrorism, I pray to God that it may continue,
as it is in our interest.” Nor is the Irgun hated by all the re-
actionary and rightist elements in the Jewish community. In
a dispatch from Jerusalem, April 27, 1947, PM correspondent
I. F. Stone wrote, “The two terrorist groups (the Irgun
and the Stern gang) are shot through with the contempt for
the masses and for life that is characteristic of fascist move-
ments. Covertly cooperating with them are rightist and
conservative groupings which see in the Irgun Zevai Leumi
a way to smash Palestine’s powerful labor movement and
labor party under the cover of patriotic and national fervor.”

The British Don’t Mind

Most interesting of all is the opinion of what is presum-
ably the main target of terrorist activity. The British atti-
tude to the Irgun and Stern terrorist? was described by Mr.
Stone in the same dispatch. “As for the British,” he wrote,
“just as they covertly support the Husseinis and the ex-
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