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COLD WAR AGAINST ISRAEL 

F the independence and sovereignty of Israel were not 

at stake, American chicanery on the question would 

make excellent comedy. Bernadotte comes with a plan. 
Marshall announces his acceptance of it. The Jewish press 
proclaims that this is betrayal. On the morrow, however, 
sections of the Jewish press recognize that such frank talk 
might lead to complete disillusionment of the Jewish 
masses with the Truman regime. A new headline therefore 
appears announcing that Marshall had accepted the Ber- 
nadotte plan without Truman’s knowledge. A few days 
pass and a new headline is in the making. Dulles, conscious 
that here is a useful issue for his man Dewey’s campaign, 
announces that he was not consulted by Marshall. And the 
American people are supposed to fall for this farce. The 
American people are to believe that Truman doesn’t 
know what his Secretary of State is doing. And that Dul- 
les, joint co-Secyetary of State for Dewey and Truman 
and chief architect of American foreign policy, is bliss- 

fully unaware of or in disagreement with the administra- 
tion’s Palestine policy. 

Had Marshall and Bevin had their way, the Bernadotte 
plan would have been among the first items on the agenda 

‘of the UN meeting in Paris. They reasoned that they 
would succeed in pushing through the plan if it was 
taken up quickly, while the impress of Bernadotte’s death 
could still be used to greatest advantage. And they would 
have succeeded, had it not been for the fiery counter attack 
of Vishinsky and: his exposure of American aims. 

As things stand, the peril to Israel has not been removed. 
It has merely been delayed. Whether Anglo-American 
imperialist plans will be frustrated, depends in great 

Measure upon an effective, united and militant demonstra- 
tion of opposition on the part of the American community, 
Jewish and non-Jewish, now! The time has come for those 

who profess devotion and love for Israel to stand up and 
| be counted. Israel’s freedom cannot be won by pussyfoot- 
' ing efforts and back-door intrigues, Zionist leadership to 
the contrary notwithstanding. Israel's independence cannot 
be assured by the approach of hat in the hand, please, Mr. 
Truman. The illusion that American foreign policy can 
be divided into separate compartments, with Israel some- 

| how escaping intact and unharmed must be dispelled. 

Washington’s foreign policy is a policy of war, of reviv- 
ing fascism and giving aid to the most decadent, most reac- 
tionary forces in the world. Such is the case in Germany, in 
Greece and in Turkey. Such is the case in the Middle East. 
How else can one explain the constant stream of funds and 
support to feudal lords and cohorts of Hitler like Emir 

_ Feisal of Saudi Arabia, like Abdullah of Transjordan? What 
| a state of decadence and corruption one must reach to 

@ label aid to these brigands, who wallow in luxury while 
the peoples of their land are the victims of starvation, 
disease and of living conditions beyond description, as sup- 
port for “democracy.” 
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What hope is there for Israel under a Bernadotte plan? 
Can a truncated state, robbed of viability, look forward to 

days and years of growth and development? Take the 
Negev away, only hope for a Jordan TVA plan; the port 
of Haifa, only real outlet to the sea; the airfield of Lydda, 
only suitable site in Israel for air transport. and what have 
you left? And as if this were not enough, insure that no 
independent and democratic Arab state is set up in the 
Arab sector of Palestine, but instead turn that sector over 

to Abdullah (read England) and form an economic union 
between an enlarged Transjordan and a mutilated Israel 
and you have an outline of the plan which Truman and 
Marshall and Dewey and Dulles, the “great friends of 
Israel,” have in store for this infant state that is not yet 
out of its swaddling clothes. 
Make no mistake about it. Whether we have Truman 

or Dewey, this is the plan either intends to carry through, 
in one form or another—that is, if they can get away with 
it. They cannot allow an independent Israel. It would up- 
set the schemes of the oil companies and the war makers. 
An independent Israel represents a seat of danger in the 
Middle East in more ways than one. It sets a dengerous 
example to too many peoples of the Middle East, who yearn 
for freedom. And it therefore makes the Middle East 
an ufireliable base for American expansion and adven- 
tures. 

And that is the real story of the Bernadotte plan, thought 
up not by Bernadotte but by the men in power in Washing- 
ton. And Bernadotte himself was forced to admit this. On 
July 13, at a meeting of the Security Council, Manuilsky 
and Gromyko forced Bernadotte to admit that his plans 
had been “suggested” to him by Washington and London. 

This is the Marshall Plan in action. And Dewey and 
Truman are its loyal advocates and sponsors. If you are 

for Israel, strong, sovereign and independent, you cannot 
be in favor of these men. 

THE ARAB LIBERATION MOVEMENT 

HE general press has deliberately played down the ac- 
tivities of the progressive movement among the Arabs, 

In fact, most people are quite unaware of its existence. 
Yet this movement could play a vital role in securing the 
independence of Israel through helping form an indepen- 
dent, democratic Arab state in conformity with the UN 
decision of November 29, 1947. Weak though this move- 
ment is, primarily because of ruthless repression, by both 
the imperialists and the Arab feudal lords, a lasting and 

peaceful solution of the Palestine problem depends in part 
on the maturing of this movement. In Palestine the pro- 
gressive Arabs are organized in the League of National 
Liberation, led by Arab communists. Before the proclama- 
tion of the Jewish state the British suppressed the League’s 
paper, I/ Ittahad. Since May 14, the feudal Arab leaders 
have ruthlessly launched a terror against the League. 
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But the League nevertheless returned to its heroic, danger- 
ous work of rousing the Arab masses against Anglo-Ameri- 
can imperialists and their stooges among the Arab lords. 
The League issued a leaflet calling upon Arab soldiers to 
go home and turn their guns against their Arab oppressors 
(see JewisH Lire, September, 1948). Other leaflets appealed 
to the Arabs for unity with the Jews against the Anglo- 
American imperialists. “The League calls upon the masses 
of the Arab nation of Palestine,” said one leaflet issued in 

July, “to set up a People’s Front that will terminate the 
horror of racial butchery, a People’s Front that will concern 
itself with the poverty of the masses. . . . The League calls 
upon the Arab people to set up a Popular Front that will 
wage mass struggle on behalf of the independence of Pales- 
tine as decided upon by the United Nations, for frustrating 
the imperialist plot and preventing the intervention of the 
Anglo-Americans in the country’s affairs and its future.” 
Despite the suppression, the League is growing in strength. 

The Israeli government has unfortunately not cooperated 
with the League, which is the only Arab political party 
in Palestine that is fighting for the UN decision. In fact, 
that government has not yet lifted the ban on II Ittahad. 
A short period of cooperation of the Israelis with the 
League following the conquest of Nazareth, Arab city, 
ceased after the Palestine Labor Party yielded to the de- 
mand of a committee of Arab business men and a priest 
to drop the one Arab communist from the liaison commit- 
tee with the Israeli government. 

An Israeli response to the Arab League’s appeal for 
cooperation and anti-imperialist unity would do much to 
help break the present impasse, which has been carefully 
nurtured by the Anglo-American imperialists as a condi- 
tion for retention of control over Palestine. Unity with 
Arabs, whose aim is to set up an independent Arab state in 
accordance with the UN decision, would bring a demo- 
cratic solution closer. Israeli independence would gain 
added strength from the presence of a democratic, indepen- 
dent and friendly Arab neighbor state. 

COUNTER-OFFENSIVE 

HE recent decision of the United States Supreme Court 
in the Vashti McCollum case has led off a counter- 

offensive in the struggle to hold fast to the basic American 
principle of separation of church and state. The decision 
ruled as unconstitutional the giving of religious instruction 
in the public school room. This victory was significant but 
not decisive, for it did not explicitly rule on the larger ques- 
tion whether the public school system can be involved in any 
way whatever with religious education. In New York the 
authorities interpreted the decision as leaving untouched 
the released time laws. These laws are now being chal- 
lenged in a suit brought by a Protestant and a Jewish parent 
in the New York State Supreme Court. 

Several Jewish organizations are sponsoring the suit to- 
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gether with the American Civil Liberties Union and the 
United Parents Association. They are American Jewish © 
Committee, American Jewish Congress, Bnai Brith, Jewish — 

Labor Committee, National Community Relations Advis- 
ory Council and the Synagogue Council of America. In | 
September the New York Board of Rabbis joined these 
sponsoring organizations. In its statement announcing its inj 
stand, the Board of Rabbis affirmed: “We have always felt the 
that the released time system violates the constitutional @ '™€© 
provision for separation of church and state... . We feel too uel 
that official participation by the city in religious instruction nai 
tends to promote divisive tendencies among the children. ye 
. . » The American tradition of complete separation of an 
church and state . . . is the best way to preserve both our - 
religious and democratic values.” 

The principle involved is at any time a basic defense line T 
of democracy. How much more is this true today, when 
pro-fascist forces are on the offensive in our country. The 
above suit is part of a democratic counter-offensive which 
should be pressed to the utmost. ; r 

GREETINGS TO LAND OF SOCIALISM § ¥ 

O amount of lies, slander, intimidation or scare-mon- 

gering can for long obscure the fact that the Soviet r 
Union is today leading the fight on a world scale for peace, f T 
democracy and liberation from oppression all over the ae 

) world. Wall Street is due for a rude awakening if it believes 
that the flood of redbaiting it has loosed, will keep the 
people from ultimately grasping the significance of the 
founding of the Soviet state on November 7, 1917. This / 
historic event opened a new era and perspectives for social-! 
ism for the whole world under which the people will own/ 
the means of production and rule in their own interests. 

The Jewish masses all over the world, too, are learning ¥ 
that the Soviet state was the first to give their people un- 
reserved social, political and economic equality, and that 
the only solution to the age-old Jewish problem lies in so- 
cialism. The concrete actions of the Soviet government have 
given irrefutable evidence of this: the conversion of tsarist 
Russia from a prison-house of nations to a society of the 
friendship of peoples; outlawing of anti-Semitism and every 
form of group hatred; real equality for the Jewish people 
through a normal distribution of occupations; initiation of 
the first modern Jewish state in Biro-Bidjan; and prin- 
cipled, unswerving support for a free, independent Israel. 

Because the Soviet Revolution has brought into the realm 
of actuality the perspective of freedom for the common 
man everywhere, we greet the Soviet Union on the thirty- 
first anniversary of this world-shaking event. And we do so 
with the certainty that the indefeasible truth about the So- 
viet Union will prevail among the common people long 
after the present tornado of redbaiting will be a shameful 
footnote of history. 
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