
AN ACT OF UNITY

By Sam Lipshits

rI 1HE decision of the Left Socialists of Israel to join the 
Communist Party is a logical result of the whole 

process of their ideological and political development.
We can do no better than quote one of the leaders of the 

Left Socialist Party, P. Hertzberg, on this subject. In an 
article published recently, Hertzberg says:

“Changes in ideological thinking are the result of ob- 
jective changes taking place in society. What are the ob־־ 
jective changes that took place in our society and influenced 
our own ideological and political thinking?

“1. The victory of Marxism-Leninism as the foremost 
science of the working class and of humanity.

“2. The victorious advance of Communism in many 
parts of the world;

“3. The bankruptcy of the Zionist organization;
“4. The opportunity, here in our own country, to see 

the ‘Zionist’ reality of Israel, which shows that Zionism is 
irrevocably linked with imperialism; with all the reaction̂־ 
ary forces in the world;

“5. The fact that the State of Israel, which is at the 
present time governed by Zionists, pursues internally a re- 
actionary policy; and insofar as the foreign arena is con- 
cerned, it desires and does fulfill the role of a policeman 
of imperialism, against the ‘storm over Asia’;

“6. The ideological, political and organizational crack- 
up in Mapam, which we came to recognize as the cover-up 
of the Zionist, nationalist policy among the Jewish working 
people;

“7. The close study of the Communist Party of Israel 
and the fact that we got to know the truth about this 
Party and that we rid ourselves of all the false and biased 
notions inherited from the Mapam.”

The great unity celebration that took place in Tel Aviv, 
at which the decision of the Left Socialist Party was pub- 
licly announced, was a truly historic occasion for the work- 
ing people and for the country as a whole. One thousand 
new members proudly took their place alongside the thou- 
sands of Communists, Jews and Arabs, and swore to 
battle for their country’s independence and freedom and 
for its great and glorious future. They pledged to raise 
higher the banners of peace and of Israel-Arab friendship.

More significant possibly than anything else was the 
fact that this great act of unity and strength acquired by the 
Communist Party took place at a time when all other 
political parties in Israel, particularly the reformist ones, 
are faced with splits and internal dissension. Only recently 
the Mapam itself split again with the Left Poale Zion, 
leaving the organization and establishing their own group. 
Both the strengthening of the CPI, as well as the crisis 
in the other parties are signs of the times and a portent of 
things to come.

“Our wing of Mapam—the left wing—fought against 
the right-centrist elements in the leadership of that party 
who pushed aside our anti-imperialist approach and who 
spread the ideology of collaboration between all classes 
and all parties for the goal of “Kibbutz Galiot” (Ingath- 
ering of the Exiles).

The Sp lit From  Mapam

Dr. Sneh continued: “In the course of two years joint ac- 
tion with the CPI, a feeling of proletarian brotherhood and 
a comradeship forged in battle developed between our two 
parties. At the same time, the past two years in the Left 
Socialist Party have been devoted to a deepening of our 
understanding of Marxist-Leninist theory. After two years 
of united front activity, the Central Committee of the Left 
Socialist Party declared that there were no longer any 
differences between us and the CPI and that the only conse- 
quent conclusion must be our joining of the Communist 
Party of Israel.

“The theoretical base for this step was laid in a special 
book, Conclusions on the National Question in the Light of 
Marxism-Leninism, which I wrote and which received the 
full endorsement of our Central Committee as well as of 
the Central Committee of the CPI.”

I interrupt Dr. Sneh and ask: How do you view this
transition from Zionism to Communism?”

He replies: “Objectively it must be seen as an expression 
of a social and political process, which is only beginning 
in our country. The content, the essence of this process 
is the conflict between the actual interests of the Israeli 
working folk and the nationalist ideology of the labor 
Zionist parties (Mapai, Mapam).

“This conflict grows ever sharper and leads to constant 
splits in the ranks of the Zionist Socialist parties. The Left 
Socialist Party is only the first battalion of Zionists to have 
freed themselves from the chains of this ideology and to 
have joined the ranks of the party of the Israeli working 
class—the Communist Party.

"N ot Zionism but Communism can assure a happy fu- 
ture for the Jewish people. The Jewish masses the world 
over will not be helped in solving their basic problems 
through the Zionist Utopia. Only the fight for peace, de- 
mocracy and socialism can guarantee the security, equality, 
and free development of the Jewish communities in every 
land.

“In Israel itself, the liberation of our country from the 
yoke of foreign capital, its deliverance from serious eco- 
nomic crisis and the peaceful solution of the Israel-Arab 
problem will only be achieved by the creation of a peo- 
pie’s democratic government. Towards this end the Com- 
munist Party is working steadfastly and heroically.

“Viewed in this light, Communism is the highest expres- 
sion of patriotism, an expression of true devotion to the 
interests of the Jewish people in all countries.”

With this Dr. Sneh rose and explained that he must 
return to the Knesset.
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