


During the last few years, Lebanon has been turned into a battleground where
the Palestinian revolution, the Lebanese National Movement and other progres-
sive forces of the Arab world are waging a bitter struggle against imperialism,
Zionism and the reaction.

The struggle in southern Lebanon is so closely related to the cause of the Arab
people -— especially the Palestinian question — that it may be said that the
future of all the Arab world will be decided there.

For this reason, Tricontinental has followed the events that are taking place in
Lebanon with .close atteri.on and has published the views of a number of out-
standing Arab personalities on this subject.

Below, we present journalist Moisés Saab's interview with George Haoui, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Lebanese Communist Party, who analyzes the historical

and ideological roots of the Lebanese crisis and discusses the prospects for the
struggle now being waged in his country.




HE situation in Lebanon is

still very complicated and

difficult. For five years, we

have been engaged in a

bitter struggle against the
imperialists and Zionists and their
reactionary plans concerning the
Middle East crisis and the situation
in Lebanon.

The Lebanese crisis is very close-
ly related to the Middle- East cri-
sis. For the last ten years — since
just after the Palestinian revolu-
tion was crushed in Jordan and
President Abdel Nasser died — Leb-
anon has been the most important
scene of the confrontation with
the imperialist-Zionist front that is
trying to settle the Middle East
question in such a way as to serve
the interests of imperialism, Zion-
ism and the Arab reactionary class-

es. Because the Palestinian revolu-

tion is vitally present in Lebanon
and the country has a progressive
national movement that has formed
a united front, there is every
reason to believe that the govern-
ment will try to pressure and black-
mail Syria,

In 1975 when the Sinai agree-
ments were being drawn up, the
reactionary Lebanese forces — act-
ing hand in glove with Israel, the
United States and Sadat — began
to implement a plot against the
Palestinian revolution and the Leb-
anese progressive movement.

During the first few years of the
civil war, the situation was very
difficult. Then, after a short period
of calm and stability — no more
than four or five months — anoth-
er wave of military provocations
began against the Palestinian revo-
lution, the Lebanese National Move-
ment and the Syrian Army.

This new confrontation was re-
lated to the preparations for the

new escalation of the plot in the
region: Anuar el-Sadat’s visit to
Israel. During the preparations
and immediately after the visit,
Israel began its great offensive
against southern Lebanon — a large
part of which is now occupied —
and, at the same time, sent mass-
es of troops into the interior of
the country, where they engaged
in acts of aggression and provo-
cation.

We are now faced with perma-
nent Zionist aggression. Moreover,
we have to stand firm against the
Lebanese Front — a reactionary,
fascist front that engages in polit-
ical pressures and military attacks
with the aim of gaining control over
Lebanon and dividing its territory,
creating a fascist regime in com-
plete collaboration with the Israeli
Zionist regime. Far from opposing
the Israeli aggression, the Leba-
nese Front devotes its energies to
trying to crush the Palestinian rev-
olution and its presence in Leba-
non,

The Israeli aggression in the
south is growing ever stronger.
Every day, hundreds of people in
Lebanese villages and Palestinian
refugee camps have to be evacuat-
ed. The number of victims of the
aggression continues to rise, and
the government, the UN forces and
all the reactionary forces in the
country are exerting great pressure
to force the Palestinians to leave
southern Lebanon,

There is a great danger that Is-
rael will occupy more land in the
south. In view of this situation, the
only thing our Party and the Leb-
anese National Movement, along
with the DPalestinian revolution,
can do is to fight against that ag-.
gression politically and m111tar11y,
defend the southern region and
continue our military actions to
liberate that part of our country
now occupied by - Israel (either
openly or through the traitor Saad

Haddad).



Last August, our comrades in
the south took part in an impor-
tant battle against the Zionist ag-
gressors. Five of our comrades were
killed after fighting for an hour
against 250 Israeli soldiers, who
attacked one of our bases, Israeli
propaganda tried to ignore the
presence of progressive Lebanese
forces among the southern pop-
ulation, playing down the Leba-
nese people’s positiocn and trying to
make it seem that the attack had
involved only Israeli and Palestin-
ian fighters, However, after this
heroic action and that of the fol-
lowing night, Israel was forced to
state openly that its troops had
had to wage a bitter battle, a huge
combat. It was no longer possible
for it to sweep the existence of the
progressive Lebanese forces under
the rug. Earlier, in July, other
comrades also fought against the
aggression in another part of
southern Lebanon. Our Party is ac-

tive among the southern popula-
tion, struggling to achieve Leba-
nese unity, free this area and push
back the Israeli occupation.

We believe that the attacks will
continue — and, therefore, so will
our struggle against the Zionist
aggression.

What influence have the Camp
David agreements and talks had on
the Lebanese crisis?

The Camp David agreements are
behind this escalation and the
whole situation. Lebanon is the
arena, the second objective, of
those agreements. The success of
the Camp David agreements will
be determined by their success in
Lebanon, Why? Because, unless the
Palestinian revolution is completely
wifed out, nobody — not a single
Palestinian — will join in Israel’s
and Egypt's talks on “self-determi-
nation” as a solution to the Pales-
tinian problem. If our enemies
manage to wipe out the Palestin-
ian revolution, then it will be easier
for them to find a traitor or two
whom they can present as “rep-
rtlasentatives” of the Palestinian peo-
ple.

That is the first aspect, The sec-
ond is that the Baghdad Summit
Conference and the Arabs’ united
opposition to the Camp David agree-
ments would not be so effective
if the Palestinian revolution were
eliminated, because the reaction-
ary Arab regimes were pushed into
taking this stand against the Camp
David agreements by their fears
for their own interests. We may
say they are being pressured by
their peoples, that sympathize with
the Palestinian revolution, There-
fore, if they betrayed it, they would
have reason to fear the Palestinian
revolution and their own peoples.
If the Palestinian revolution were
eliminated. the reactionarv Arab



regimes, such as those of Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf states, would
be freer to participate, along with
President Sadat, in the Camp Da-
vid agreements.

If the Palestinian revolution were
wiped out in Lebanon, Syria’s po-
sition would be weakened. There-
fore, the pressures that are being
exerted against Lebanon are also
directed at crushing the Palestin-
ian revolution and influencing
Syria’s position.

US maneuvers to get Saudi Ara-
bia’s King Hussein and the rulers
of other Arab countries to support
the Camp David agreements have
not been successful, because of the
presence of the Palestinian rev-
olution. If it weren’t for this fac-
tor, both King Hussein and the
other reactionaries in the Arab
countries would stop opposing the
treaty.

This means that the key to the
question now lies in Lebanon. This
is the reason for this escalation of
the Israeli aggression, combined
with President Sadat’s initiative,
The interests behind the Camp Da-
vid agreements are trying to push
those agreements so they will gain
new ground and new positions
every day. We are on the defensive
now, and just the fact that we can
hold on to the positions we already
have is positive.

Since the Camp David agree-
ments, all the pressures exerted by
the United States, Israel and Sadat
have been directed against Leba-
non, with the aim of breaking the
steadfastness front, that opposes
the Camp David agreements. Begin
has stated in no uncertain terms in
the Israeli parliament that Israel
will continue its aggression against

Palestine and Lebanon, and he in- |
vited President Sarkis to visit Is- .

rael — or, if this were not possible,
to sign another treaty similar to
the Camp David one, in Lebanon.
Thig statement clearly shows Be.
gin’s intentions: he wants a new
treaty with Lebanon similar to the
Camp David one, and the Palestin-

ian revolution is the price to be
paid for Lebanon’s independence,
its unity and support for the pro-
fascist movements. This means im-
posing a reactionary, fascist regime
in Leganon, a regime that has good
relations with and is controlled by
Zionism, against the will of the
Lebanese and other Arab peoples in
the region.

We are sure that Lebanon is the
second stage of the Camp David
plans. In Lebanon, the Camp David
agreements will either be advanced
or come to a halt. We are deter-
mined to halt them and to maintain
our position, to fight against the
Israeli aggression and not permit
the Lebanese government to buckle
under to Israel’s demands, wishes
and dictates. The Palestinian rev-
olution feels the same way.

Does the Lebanese problem have
religious roots?



It has some religious facets, but
its content is not religious at base.
Essentially, it is a problem of class-
es and national tendencies.

During the last ten years, the
Lebanese bourgeoisie — especially
the financial oligarchy — has tried
to solve its crisis in the economic,
social and political fields by adopt-
ing measures that go against the in-
terests of the working class, peas-
ants and middle and petite bour-
geoisie. The Lebanese political sys-
tem 1is based on religious discrim-
ination. For example, not every-
one is eligible to be elected Pres-
ident of the republic; for that, you
have to be a Christian — a Maro-
nite Christian. In general, all the
political leaders are chosen on the
basis of their creed and religion.
The Maronites get the key posts,
such as the Presidency of the re-
public, the top Army command and
a majority in Parliament. This ap-
parently religious distribution of
posts was set up in 1943, and great
social and economic changes — as
well as religious and political ones
— have taken place since then. The
Maronite domination has a class
content, because the Maronites con-
trol the bourgeoisie. This doesn’t
mean that there are no Muslim
bourgeois — only that they don’t
call the shots.

Lebanese industry has developed
considerably in the last ten years,
and many factories, shops and in-
dustries have sprung up along the
coast (which had been inhabited
almost exclusively by Christians),
drawing workers from other parts
of the country — mostly Muslims,
from the south and east, but also
Christians from the Mount Leba-
non area — to settle there, This led
to working-class unity and struggle
based on class interests — not on
creed or religion — which fright-
ened the political regime and the
ruling religious forces.

This is one aspect. The other is
the fact that the economic crisis in

Lebanon has hit all the important
strata of the petite and middle
bourgeoisie, which have also begun
to struggle against the authority

and domination of the financial
oligarchy, Their struggle is, at the
same time, that of the working
class,

Since the working class is the
best organized force at the trade
union level and in the leadership
of our Party and other groups, the
petite and middle bourgeoisie’s
struggle is linked to the cause of
the working class, The regime be-
gan to lose the historic stability it
had won by controlling the petite
and middle bourgeoisie. In view of
this. the only path the big bour-



geoisie could take was that of fas-
cism, which it used to try to rees-
tablish its economic, political and
religious control. This fascist solu-
tion has taken a religious form in
Lebanon because of historic con-
tradictions and the links between
class and religious monopolies. On
the one hand, there is the Maronite
bourgeoisie’s domination of the
bourgeoisie as a whole; on the
other, there are the workers and
peasants — most of whom are Mus-
lims — together with most of the
Christians. The religious forces
have not been able to hide the class
and social content of this struggle.

We might also say in this regard
that, because of the existence of

thousands of Palestinian workers
in Lebanon and hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrian workers who are
employed in these factories and
companies along with the Lebanese
workers, there is another link be-
tween the class struggle and the na-
tional question in Lebanon’s history,

We should also say that most
members of the working class, who
come from the south and east, have
continued the battle against Israel’s
aggression, thus opposing the Leb-
anese state’s and authorities’ pol-
icy. At the same time, the struggle
continues on the political, eco-



nomic and social planes, identifying
the national question with the main
objectives of the working class’
struggle.

As a result, religious aspects
seem to appear as a facade in cer-
tain phases, but the real content
of the Lebanese crisis of 1974 and
75 is social and classist.

How will the correlation of forces
develop in the future?

Everything depends on two main
questions, The first of these is
whether or not we can stop the
Camp David agreements form gain.
ing ground. If we can, the correla-
tion of forces will shift way over in
our favor — first throughout the
region and then, as a result, in Leb-
anon itself,

The second question — which is
very closely related to the first
one — is whether or not we can
achieve unity within the progres-
sive anti-imperialist ranks of the
Arab world, This is the most impor-
tant condition for creating a new
correlation of forces favoring the
Arab national movement, because
international public opinion sup-
ports those who struggle for inde-

dence, social progress and peace.

t is up to us and the other progres-

sive elements in the Arab countries
to create this unity. Ethiopia is a
clear example of what I mean. The
correlation of forces used to oppose
Ethiopia and its revolution, but,
when the revolutionaries in that
country decided to fight against
imperialism and the reaction, the
socialist countries the Soviet
Union, Cuba and others — helped
them by providing them with all
the things they needed for victory.

This means that the Arab pro-
gressive forces should make a de-
cision. The international situation

is favorable. All we have to do is
unite and advance in our struggle
against imperialism, Israel and the
Camp David agreements.

Please te!l us, briefly, what the main
results of the 4th Congress of the
Lebanese Communist Party were

For us, this Congress, held at a
very difficult time for our country’s
political existence and security,
was the most important event in
the life and history of our Party.
In it, we discussed — both at length
and in depth — all the questions
related to the Lebanese crisis, the
future of our country and the fu-
ture of the Arab national liberation
movement. We also went into the
international situation and that of
the national liberation movements
in Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The three or four most important
topics that were discussed were re-
lated to Lebanon, For example, we
analyzed the internal crisis of the.
capitalist regime that gave way to
fascism. We presented documents
on events and realities that show
the economic roots of the fascist
tendencies, The Congress also issued
a call for unity among all the
forces that want peace in Lebanon,
national independence, democratic
progress and good relations with
the rest of the Arab world so we
may unify our struggle against the
imperialists’, Israel’s and the Leba-
nese reactionary forces’ plans of
aggression. We called for the widest
cooperation among our forces in or-
der to save our country’s unity, na-
tional independence, Arab charac-
ter and democratic development.
We pledged to continue our strug-
gle alongside the Palestinian revo-
lution to defend its existence and
to mobilize the masses for politi-
cal and military struggle against
the Zionist aggression in order to
liberate the south from the occupa-



tion by Israel and Saad Haddad, its
lackey.

At the same time, we focused
attention on the new tendencies of
the government and of the Presi-
dent of the republic, for they are
laying the groundwork for a mili-
tary dictatorship if the fascist plan
of isolation doesn’t serve their pur-
pose. In this plan for a military
dictatorship, the Lebanese bour-
geoisie will play the same role it
played in the fascist project, This,
of course, will not favor most of the
population or even many strata of
the bourgeoisie itself, The example
of Greece is very clear in this re-
gard: after Karamanlis brought the
colonels to power 10 or 12 years ago
to stop the advance of democracy
there, he became one of their vic-
tims and was then forced to fight
to topple them. By then, Greece
had retrogressed for many years.
Now, we are talking very openly
with the masses of Lebanon — and
especially with the bourgeoisie —
telling them we can't let this hap-
pen here.

Concerning the Arab world, we
support its positions and decisions
against the Camp David agree-
ments. The most important thing is
to keep these agreements from
being developed. At the same time,
however, on analyzing the Arab na-
tional liberation movement, we see
that it has a leadership crisis be-
cause of the clasg background of
those who are directing it. The pe-
tite and middle bourgeoisie, who
control . this national liberation
movement, are trying to keep it in
a middle-of-the road position, with
one face against imperialism and
another against the masses, devel-
opment and communism — against
tge interests of the revolution, In
some of the Arab countries, this
tendency seeks to eliminate democ-
racy; keep the masses out of the
struggle; and maintain a vacillat-
ing, wishy-washy position that can-
not stand up to and triumph over
any aggression such as that spon-

sored by the United States, Israel
and Sadat.

Moreover, this crisis will contin-
ue, because the revolutionary for-
ces, the Communists and others,
are not fulfilling their role, the his-
toric role of the working class.
Therefore, they, too, are responsible
for this leadership crisis of the Arab
national liberation movement. Par-
ticipation by the working class in
the leadership of the national lib-
eration movement isn’t something
we should wait for or ask for, say-
ing, “Tell us what to do.” Rather,
it is a right that we should claim
as our own, First of all, the most
advanced forces, including the"
Communists, must have a really
revolutionary program for solving
the national question in a satisfac-
tory way. If the Communists do not
take up the national question and
the liberation of Palestine, Arab
unity and social progress, they will
leave these matters to the petite
and middle bourgeoisie — who will
lead us to one defeat after another.

We have a very great responsi-
bility, because the bourgeoisie, far
from solving the national problem,
has led us along the path of be-
trayal. Nor can the petite bourgeoi-
sie solve this problem. Only the
working class can play this role.
The Camp David agreements have
a social content, for they represent
a coalition of classes against the
national liberation movement at
the general Arab level. The really
revolutionary role of the working
class as the force that is replacing
the petite bourgeoisie is recognized
in Africa, Asia and other parts of
the world,

The most important question that
we discussed in our Congress was
this crisig in the leadership of the
national liberation movement, in
its two aspects: 1) the petite bour-
geoisie as a class and as a political






organization and 2) the really rev-
olutionary forces, led by the com-
munist forces at the Arab level.

What effect does Saad Haddad's
territorial separation have?

Saad Haddad is a tool of Israel’s
for covering over the Zionist occu-
pation, extending it and annexing
the territory which he and Israel
have occupied in the heart of the
country — now occupied by fascist
isolationist forces — so they can, in
the future, go on to control all
of Lebanon’s national territory.
Therefore, we believe that his

“state” 1s and will be a serious
threat and have called on all Leb-
anese to struggle against this ma-
neuver — this separatist, divisionist

and fascist “state” — and we alert
all the Arab countries to this dan-
ger. Unfortunately, neither the

reactionary forces nor even the pa-
triotic progressive forces in the Arab
countries have taken a really pa-
triotic, national position against
this danger.

We believe that it would be very
risky to underestimate the danger
of this mini-“state,” this puppet
entity, because it constitutes a
phase, an aspect of the Israeli oc-
cupation of an Arab country. This
is the first time that Israel has en-
gaged in this sort of a maneuver in
its occupation of Arab land. &



