


PafesHnl m ? . F T fvf' ? f Democratic People's Front for the Liberation of 
F« fh ^ P n » K T ' K Liberation of Palestine (OLP5, Al 
t̂ ons enrfrnn liberation Front), Al Saika (The Spark) and other organiza-
trun^hak .hL i • reactionary governments of the Arab world with 
the unshakable decision to regain the occupied territories 

To eliminate the resistance and divide the countries of the area are the 
unachievable aims of Hussein, in cahoots with Tel Aviv and the United States. 

In this interview for Tricontinental magazine, Navif Hauatmeh, Secretary. 
General of the Democratic People's Front for the Liberation of Palestine, explains 
the principles and strategy of the organization, founded in 1968. 

What is the present state of the Palestinian resistance to the Israeli 
occupation and the reactionary Arab regimes? 

The general strategic situation at present with respect to the 
IsraeH occupation and the State of Israel is based on these fun­
damental pninciples: complete rejection of Zionist imperialism's 
oppression and usurpation of the people of Palestine which, since 
1948, has resulted in the creation of the State of Israel in one 
part of the Palestinian territory; and of the consequent expulsion 
of our people from their land and Israeh occupation of Golan and 
Sinai and the remainder of Palestinian territory in June of 1967. 

These two fundamental principles mean, in effect, the r.ejection 
of all the solutions that confer legahty on the presence of the 
State of Israel in any part of Palestinian territory, and of any 
new political or geographic concession to this state and to im­
perialism in the region. 

Beginning with this, all the organizations of resistance have 
declared their complete rejection of Security Council Resolution 
242 of November 22, 1967, of the US initiative taken by Secretary 
of State William P. Rogers, and any other partial solution that 
leads to the same consequences that form the basis of the Security 
Council resolution. These consequences can be summarized as 
the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the territories occupied in 
June 1967, in exchange for legal recognition, coexistence and the . 
guarantee of safe bordens for the State of Israel. 

At the same time, the Security Council resolution represents a 
reactionary and colonialist view of Israeli and Palestinian prob­
lems. It preserves the existence of the Israeli state and urges 
its recognition. Practically and objectively, it means abandon­
ing a part of Palestinian territory in favor of the conquistador 
Zionist colonialization that took place in Palestine in the 20th 
century. 

This solution also means that the problem of the Palestinian 
people would remain unresolved forever. On the other hand the 
revolutionary, democratic and progressive position sees the need 
for presenting a democratic solution based on the rejection of 
the Zionist oppression and usurpation of 1948, and of the Israeli 

geographic expansions that took place later, and on the insistence 
of the rights of the Palestinian people to the self-determination 
of all the original territories at the same time as the solution 
to the Israeh problem through the establishment of a single, 
democratic, people's state in Palestine, where Arabs and Jews 
live together with equal rights and responsibiUties. Tlus state 
must be Mnked to a socialist Arab federation opposed to Ziomsm, 
chauvinism and imperialism. 

The organizations of Palestinian resistance agree on this fun­
damental principle now and for the future, but from our point 
of view this is not the problem. 

The mere declaration of these preliminary principles is not suf­
ficient to achieve the realization and concrete practice of this 
strategy within the context of the idea of a prolonged people's 
war of liberation. These preliminary positions must be related 
to the basic laws that make these positions an alive, practical 
and realizable question. 

This is the problem with which the Palestinian liberation move­
ment lives. There are two contradictory currents around this 
point within the resistance movement: 

1) The orientation adopted by Al Fatah especially tends to 
consider that the conflict with Israel is only between the Pal­
estinian people and the national liberation movement on the 
one hand, and the State of Israel and the Zionist movement 
on the other. 
We believe that this line only leads the Palestinian resistance 
and the movement of the Palestinian people into a cul de sac 
and does not provide a democratic and progressive solution to 
the Palestinian question. 
2) The line adopted by the progressive organizations headed 
by the Democratic Front expresses clearly that our conflict 
with Israel is also with imperialism in the whole Arab region. 
There is a daily, living dialectic relationship between the Zionist 
movement and the imperialist camp throughout the entire h story 
of this movement. Before and up to 1948, the year in which the 
State of Israel was founded, there was a tight relationship with 
British imperialism. Since then a new alliance has been estab­
lished with US imperialism in the light of the new internation­
al conditions that grew out of the Second World War. 
It is for this r.eason that the fight against Israel and the Zionist 

movement must be linked to the struggle against imperialism and 
be extended to the entire Arab world, given the relationship 
between what happens to the people and territory of Palestine 
and what happens in Arab territory, especially in those countries 
nearest to Palestine. 

This law leads naturally to another based on the tie between 
the struggles against Israel and the Zionist movement and against 
the local reactionaries of the Arab world. These reactionaries repre­
sent the shock force, imperialism's class and political instrument 
in the Arab lands against the Arab and Palestinian national 
liberation movement. The reactionary Arabs, on the basis of their 
identification with imperialism, defend their economic, military 



and political interests in the zone. In summary, their relations 
with imperialism represent an obstacle on the road to the dem­
ocratic national liberation of the Palestinian territory. 

That is why our struggle must have a close link with the two 
wings of the Palestinian and Arab revolutionary and national 
democratic movement to achieve the complete and definitive 
defeat of Israeli imperialism and the Arab reactionaries. In other 
words, that the possibility of achieving any victory at tactical 
or strategic levels against Israel and the Zionist occupation is 
completely subordinate to that whether or not there is triumph 
against Arab reaction and imperialism in the zone. 

The internal class enemy, Arab reaction and imperialism must 
be liquidated so we are able to mobilize all the energies of the 
Arab world into a long people's war against Israel which cul­
minates in the defeat of the Zionist movement. Throughout the 
entire century, Arab reaction has been a very strong link with 
imperialism working within the context of imperialist plans with 
respect to the Palestinian question. This was already clear at the 
beginning of the century and became evident during the Palestin­
ian revolution of 1936 whfen the reactionary Arab reg mes in­
tervened rapidly to smother it with the approbation of Arab kings 
and presidents. 

The interference was also patently clear in the war of 1948. 
The armies of the reactionary regimes limited themselves to fight­
ing on the border of the terr.itories ceded to the Palestinians by 
the UN resolution on the partition of Palestine in 1947, and which 
permitted the foundation of two states in Palestinian territory, 
one Zionist and the other Arab. 

In fact, these armies fought in conjunction and in accord with 
the imperialist forces in the area, in favor of the partition of 
Palestine and the founding*of the State of Israel. 

From 1948 up to the present, the Arab reactionaries have rep­
resented imperialism's material base in the area, a class enemy 
of the Arab and Palestinian national hberation movement and 
a historic safety valve for the State of Israel and its regional 
expansion. 

These reactionaries refused to meet the requirements of Pal­
estinian liberation, especially those of liberating the zone from 
imperialism, mobilizing the energies of the population throughout 
the area, and urging the subordination of the internal productive 
front to the fighting fnont against Israel and imperialism. 

That is why we state that there are two different lines in the 
Palestinian revolutionany movement. One leads to a cul de sac 
limited to the struggle between Palestinians and Israelis. A 
struggle with those characteristics is lacking in equilibrium. On 
the one hand a Palestinian population dispersed through the 
neighboring underdeveloped Arab countries; on the other the 
State of Israel with close to 3 000 000 inhabitants planted in Pal­
estinian territory living in a contemporary society, technically and 
scientifically modern and linked to imperialism. 

This conflict lacks balance; Palestine's ancient and modem 
history confirms the fact that the destiny of the Palestinian ques­

tion is intimately tied to that of Palestine's neighboring territories. 
This historic fact encompasses the entire Arab question from 
medieval times up to the present. That is why we say that the 
oiientation that confines the struggle only to the Palestinian 
people and Israel leads to a dead end limited by vague declara­
tions, strategies that can't last and are incapable of any daily, 
quantitative accumulation of revolutionary achievements. 

For this reason, the other line is the national revolutionary line 
that effectively leads to the development of the situation in the 
area in a way that converts it into a second Viet Nam where 
everything available is mobilized against imperialism, Zionism 
and the State of Israel. In order to be able to do this, we must 
finst overthrow the reactionary regimes in the region to open 
the road to revolutionary mobilization at all levels: organization­
al, military and productive. 

Is it true that there Is a erisis of confidence within the leadership sectors 
and even amonc the Palestinian and Arab firhten? 

Yes, it is true. The cause of this crisis arises originally from 
the program, tactics and practices of the Palestine resistance under 
its present leadership. The right wing of the resistance, represent­
ed by the experience with A l Fatah, occupied a principal position 
of force that influenced the whole Palestinian resistance move­
ment over the past four years. This occurred because of different 
subjective factors in the Palestinian people, governed by the gen­
eral characteristics of geographic division and the chaotic class 
stratification. Also, because almost half of the Palestinian pop­
ulation is nonproductive and has no relationship to production. 
This makes the Palestinian people an easy prisoner of the think­
ing of the ruling class. This is why the Palestinian population 
is prisoner Of the ideas of bourgeois and reactionary culture. Such 
a situation conditions a national movement governed by national­
ist, spontaneous and bourgeois ideas. 

In order for the revolutionary movement to make an impres­
sion on these people and rescue the masses from the influence 
of reactionary ideas and liberate them from spontaneity, an ar­
duous prolonged ideological, political, organizational and armed 
struggle is required. . » 

On the other hand, the objective conditions exist in the Arab 
zone for stimulating these regressive currents. All the Arab states 
collaborate with the right of the resistance which, for them, 
represents a comfortable situation and doesn't worry them ideo­
logically, politically or organizationally. 

The right wing of the resistance, represented by Al Fatah, limits 
the conflict between us and Isrsiel to a Palestinian-Israeli frame 
of reference. Everything the right wing demands from the Arab 
world it obtains from its relations with the existing power struc­
tures and not through the masses. 

Thus, the revolutionary program adopted by progressive and 
leftist forces within the resistance requires an understanding of 
the laws of the conflict in the Middle East with respect to the 
stnuggle against Israeli imperialism and the reactionary Arabs to 



paralyze the demagogy of the petit-bourgeois regimes and their 
programs. U p unt i l now the leadership hasn't developed such a 
revolut ionary program, w h i c h requires a long struggle. 

The program of the r ight -wing forces in the resistance was 
and s t i l l is of a general character insofar as its relations w i t h 
the Palest in ian masses and w i t h i n the context of a logic of sen­
t imental and spontaneous relationships. T h u s relations wi th the 
A r a b masses remain v e r y l imited wh i l e the chief relations w i t h 
the A r a b w o r l d are established through their regimes. 

I n the light of a l l the dai ly tactics and practices of the resistance, 
this situation gradual ly led to the alienation of the A r a b and 
Palest in ian masses from the resistance. These masses demanded 
that the resistance present them w i t h a revolut ionary program 
in substitution for that of the react ionary r.egimes that capitulated 
before imperia l ism and the I s r a e l i State and were defeated i n 
J u n e of 1967. 

T h e masses waited a long time before discovering from their 
o w n experience that the program presented is objectively a com­
plement and prolongation of the contradictions that govern the 
Ar.ab regimes in the zone. 

F i n a l l y there occurred the cr is is i n relations between the leader­
sh ip and the Pales t in ian and A r a b people's f ighting base. S e n ­
t imenta l and moral speeches of a general character are not enough 
to solve this. The masses have to be given a revolut ionary pro ­
g r a m that provides them w i t h revolut ionary solutions to the nation­
a l question, a l ternatives to the solutions presented by the A r a b 
regimes and embodying the point of v i e w of the masses and their 
own experiences. 

A prolonged struggle w i t h i n the Palest in ian population at the 
ideological, pol it ical and organizational levels is required unt i l 
these solutions become dominant w i t h i n the revolut ionary move­
ment. A t the same t ime i t is necessary to strengthen the all iance 
w i t h the revolut ionary and progressive forces, enemies of colonial­
i s m and A r a b reaction w i t h i n the A r a b wor ld . 

B y this road, the masses w i l l be able to appreciate, through 
the ir own experience, the difference between the r.evolution-
a r y and the r ight -wing position. I n this w a y the confidence 
of the masses w i l l be strengthened again and they w i l l give their 
complete sol idarity to the forces that sustain the revolut ionary 
l ine w i t h i n the resistance. 

I n w l i a t way do you think the Palestinian national liberation s t run le 
depends on the political awakeninr and revolutionary acticm of the Arab 
masses, and how could this Palestinian struggle help in this awakening? 

A s I said at the beginning, the v i c tory of the Pa les t in ian nation-
^ L ^ o f - ^f^^^^ *° " " " y 0^ the democratic national 
l iberat ion struggle thr.oughout the entire Pa les t in ian and A r a b 
region because of the t ies that I s r a e l and the reactionary A r a b s 
have w i t h imper ia l i sm. T h i s s i tuation forces a united struggle 
by the Palest in ian people's movements and those of the A r a b 
nations to solve the problem of nat ional l iberation and f u l f i l l the 
duaes of the democratic A r a b revolution, among the f i r s t of w h i c h 
IS the l iberation of Palest ine. 

T h i s u n i t y of struggle must be oriented pract i ca l ly a n d objec­
t i ve ly against the enemies of A r a b national l iberation and at the 
same time the enemies of Pa les t in ian l iberat ion: Z ion ism, i m ­
per ia l i sm and A r a b reaction. 

I f the Palest in ian struggle is capable of part ic ipating in the 
awakening of the revolut ionary pol i t ical and organizational con­
sciousness of the A r a b masses, the start ing point for this awaken ­
ing is i n the Palest in ian struggle for a revolut ionary program 
for these masses, w h i c h c lear ly states i ts positions against the 
enemies of the revolut ion and establishes close relations w i t h 
these masses through their revolut ionary organizations and parties 
and not through the present A r a b regimes. 

T h e Pales t in ian struggle pnesents a uni fy ing strategy of com­
mon struggle i n wh i ch the Pa les t in ian people occupy a vanguard 
position in the c lash against I s r a e l and Zionist occupation. M e a n ­
w h i l e , the A r a b revolut ionary, democratic and nat ional forces 
must p lay the role of d irect shock troops against imper ia l i sm and 
local reaction, w i t h the objective of paralyz ing the program of 
the pxetit-bourgeois regimes incapable of undentaking national 
revolut ion and overthrowing imper ia l i sm and Is rae l . 

O n l y i n such circumstances w o u l d the whole area be part of 
a strategy of united revolut ionary struggle by the Pales t in ian 
people and those of the A r a b nation. T h i s wou ld be^ the sudden 
departure transforming the Middle Eas t into a second V ie t Nam, 
scene of a prolonged pat ional l iberat ion w a r , arid the only w a y 
to counteract the technical superiority of the imperia l is t , Zionist 
and reactionary w a n machine. 

T h i s program constitutes the basis for a dialectic response to 
colonialism, Z ionism and the local reactionaries. I n the field of 
these polit ical relations, organizing can be born and the pr inc ipa l 
method of struggle can arise, based on the character, and condi­
t ions of each A r a b country in the common battle. These forms 
and methods w i l l develop later w h e n the armed struggle of the 
organized masses becomes the pr inc ipa l form of struggle against 
imper ia l i sm and its a l l ied forces and against I s r a e l , in a l l the 
A r a b countries, and subordinates the other, forms of struggle to i t . 

T h i s is how the Pales t in ian struggle can participate i n the 
crysta l l izat ion of a revolut ionary strategy for the Palest ine and 
A r a b movement of democratic nat ional l iberation. 

Oo you consider the creation of a political party within the Palestinian 
resistance to be fundamental? Some Palestinian political tendencies 
speak of a proletarian party. From what I know, the Arab and Palestin­
ian proleteriat is poor in number and politically weak. 

Sc ient i f i ca l ly speaking, the proletariat is quant i tat ive ly and 
qual i tat ive ly weak . Not only among the Pa les t in ian people but 
among a l l the peoples of A s i a , A f r i c a and L a t i n Amer i ca . I f there 
is a n y difference it is w i t h respect to the number of components 
and the qual i ty of pol i t ical cu l ture from one country to another, 
but the differences are not substantial . 

A l l the countries of the underdeveloped w o r l d are subject to 
a general l a w by w h i c h their local bourgeoisies were incapable, 



because of the i f "comprador" characterv, of c a r r y i n g through the 
democratic bourgeois revolut ion ( l iquidation of feudal ism, indus­
tr ia l izat ion of the country, indus t r ia l revolution, national un i ty 
w i t h i n the f ramework of a single state) . T h u s we f ind that the 
proletariat i n these countries is sma l l i n number and re lat ive ly 
weak, w i t h i ts forces dispensed and w i t h a low leve l of pol it ical 
culture. T h i s general s ituation, however , does not exclude the pos­
s ib i l i ty of the upsurge of revo lut ionary movements i n A s i a , A f r i c a 
and L a t i n Amer i ca . 

T h e possibihty of organizing such revolut ionary movements as 
revolut ionary, parties is feasible thanks to the al l iance between 
these few proletarians — different i n their class pol i t ical conscious­
ness, internationalist and nationalist — and poor peasants and 
revolut ionary intel lectuals who p lay an effective role i n the n a ­
t ional l iberation movements and i n socialist revolutions i n those 
countries ( V i e t Nam, Laos , C u b a ) . 

I n the case of our country, the possibility of founding a polit ­
i ca l party w i t h i n the Pa les t in ian resistance is l inked to certain 
objective and subjective conditions and does not depend on the 
desires to create such a party at w i l l , as in contain organizations 
i n the Palest in ian resistance. 

U p unt i l September of 1970, because of the general patriotic 
upr is ing in the country i n an atmosphere of great l iber ty that 
permitted each of our cit izens to become aff i l iated w i t h the P a l ­
est inian resistance wi thout great danger to l i fe , the Pa les t ine -
J o r d a n i a n camp did not have the objective conditions necessary 
for. the formation of this party . Anyone could f u l f i l l their respon­
sibi l i t ies without great r i sk and, f i red by spontaneous patriotic 
sentiments, everyone could receive armed tra ining and fight 
against I s r a e l and the attacks of the counterrevolution represented 
by the reactionary government of Jordan . I n this situation, any 
attempt to create such a party w a s a mere subjective proposal 
condemned to fa i lure because the revolut ionary party must grow 
out of armed struggle confronting the attacks of the counterrev­
olution and w h e n a l l democratic l iberties have been trampled. 

T h e conditions that f lourished after September 1970 created the 
appropriate atmosphere for the b i r th of the objective situation 
for the construction of the nucleus of the revolut ionary party 
w i t h i n the resistance. W i t h a l l democratic l iberties wiped out, 
J o r d a n w a s subjected to a violent poHce dictatorship obsessed w i t h 
the exterminat ion of progressive and patriotic forces. These con­
ditions created the possibil ity for an objective selection of mi l i tants 
and fighters. 

T h e requirements for membership i n the resistance at present 
are more rigorous than before September 1970. Now a resistance 
mi l i tant is exposed to da i ly arrest , ex i le , persecution or assas­
sination. Under these conditions w e can place greater value on 
the solidity of each mi l i tant and his dedication to sacri f ice. 

W i t h respect to the subject ive conditions necessary for the for­
mation of a revolut ionary party w i t h i n the Pales t in ian resistance, 
we believe that i ts f i rst success would be to demonstrate its e x i s ­
tence, but not a l l the subject ive conditions are completely mature . 

Some of them can be summed up i n the feeling of a l l progressive 
and rev61utionary forces for the necessity for. contact w i t h i n a 
single revolut ionary organization as an a l ternat ive to t h e present 
fract ional ism that i s evident w i t h i n the revo lut ionary organ­
izations. 

T h e objective conditions are r ipening each day. W e k n o w that 
the progressive and revolut ionary elements in organizations s u c h 
as A l F a t a h , A l Sa ika or the Popular F r o n t are closer to the rev ­
olutionaries of the Democratic F r o n t than to some of the mem­
bers of their respective organizations. 

A greater development of subjective conditions leads to- a more 
profound matur i ty in the objective conditions, a m a t u r i t y that 
w i l l st imulate a l l or part of the. revo lut ionary elements of the 
resistance to seek a n e w organizational force that w i l l regroup 
them into one organization. We believe that this w i l l l a k e place 
in the not-too-distant future . 

I t is clear that such a fu ture organizational u n i t y of revo lut ion­
aries into a single organization w i t h i n the resistance does not 
mean that the revolut ionary pol i t ical par ty has been achieved, 
but i t does f u l f i l l the f i rs t stage. T h i s step should prove to the 
masses that it means that its tact ical and strategic program and 
its da i ly action are r ea l l y the expression of a vast class al l iance 
among proletariats, poor peasants, revolut ionary inte l lectuals and 
soldiers. T h i s al l iance must be led by a pro letar ian program to­
w a r d a democratic nat ional revolut ion i n this phase. 

T h e attempts to create such a par ty were marg ina l efforts w i t h ­
out any important value and at no t ime have they been able to 
demonstrate their existence i n the Pa les t in ian question. These 
efforts are s i m i l a r to the petit-bourgeois attempts that were born 
and nourished i n the A r a b region, especially after the Palest ine 
disaster of 1948. A s we know, some of these experiences led to 
Bonapart ist A r a b regimes dependent exc lus ive ly on the forces 
of the petit-bourgeois class, wh i l e others ended in smal l fragment­
ed groups incapable of supporting the attacks of the counter­
revolution. A n y attempt to construct parties w i t h the same logic 
w i l l inev i tab ly lead to the same results . 

I n fact, one of the resistance organizations! is t r y i n g to con­
struct a par ty that w i l l break out of this , but this party is incapable 
of p lay ing a vanguard role w i t h i n the resistance or w i t h i n i ts 
own organization since i t has been conceived as a n appendage 
of the organization. I t represents nothing more than a pet i t -
bourgeois b i r t h outside of any national Pa les t in ian movement. 

In what way. for example, could the Palestinian struggle benefit from 
the successful experience of the Tupamaros in Latin America? 

T h e Pa les t in ian struggle can benefit f rom the democratic-
revo lut ionary experiences of a l l peoples, especially the national 
l iberat ion movements of A f r i c a , A s i a and L a t i n A m e r i c a , because 
of the s i m i l a r i t y of economic and class l i fe i n these countries. 
Among these experiences are those of the Tupamaros , w h i c h have 

1 Hauatmeh is referring to the Popular Front led by Dr. Habash. <Ed. notel 



points from w h i c h w e can cer ta in ly benefit, such as the creation 
of a great mass atmosphere of sol idarity w i t h the nat ional l i ber ­
ation movement 

On the other hand, certa in pol i t ical and armed experiences of , 
that organization open the w a y to extending the network of r e l a ­
tions w i t h the class enemies of colonialism, feudal ism and the 
comprador bourgeoisie. 

A t the same time w e must observe the possibilities these e x ­
periences have i n the construction of a revolut ionary movement 
that, on a class level , reaches workers , poor peasants, revolu' . ion-
a r y intel lectuals and soldiers inside the oppressive state. T h i s 
requires that the program of the organization correspond to the 
asp rations of the most numerous classes of the society i n the 
struggle against the excessive desires of the minor i ty class w h i c h , 
by its l i n k w i t h imper ia l i sm, puts its o w n interests above those 
of the fatherland and the nation. 

W e must note that this organization, despite i t s s tructure i n 
opposition to colonialism, the compradon bourgeoisie and feudal ­
i sm, s t i l l lacks a nat ional revolut ionary class program that can 
arouse the w o r k i n g class, the poor peasants and the national forces 
of other classes. 

U p u n t i l now the program of th is organization has been l imi ted 
to a .petit-bourgeois horizon w h i c h from the beginning of its e x -
>er.tence was unable to penetrate among the poor peasants and 
jegin armed struggle i n the countrjiside l inked to that i n the c i ty 

i n order to conquer power on behalf of the revolut ionary move­
ment of the country. A l l this impel led this revolut ionary group 
to transfer the scene of its ac t iv i ty to the c i ty and c a r r y out a 
series of polit ical and armed actions that have w o n i t a vast 
solidar.Uy but, because of the program proposed, do not offer 
the possibility for organizing the work ing class and democratic 
forces i n the city. 

W e believe that this w i l l lead to maintaining an organization 
l imi ted to s m a l l groups of combatants w i t h broad mass sol idarity , 
but incapable of t rans ferr ing th is to a s tructura l and pol i t ical 
plane constituting an al l iance between workers , poor peasants, 
revo lut ionary intel lectuals and a l l the patriotic nat ional forces 
of the smal l and middle l eve l bourgeoisie. I n any case, we can 
use certain of their experiences of a democratic and revo lut ion­
a r y pol it ical nature and others such as those t h a t , permit the 
Tupamaros to l iberate numerous cadres from the j a i l s of the coun­
terrevolut ion (daring and ingenious f l ights ) . T h e nest is subject 
to the conditions of the Pa les t in ian struggle and to the P a l e s ­
t i n i a n program and subordinate to the relationship between the 
struggle of our people and other oppressed people. 

Don't you think tliat the division between Palestinian groups is the 
best present that can be offered Arab reaction and the Israeli usurper? 
Do you see any possibility for unity among these groups? Do you think 
a collective leadership might be a solution at this time? 

Cer ta in ly the divis ion among left forces, w h e n they are r e a l l y 
left, seriously damages the revolut ionary movement. Without any 

doubt, the r.esults benefit the interests of Ar?»b react ion and the 
I s r a e l i usurper. B u t we should note that the progressive organ­
izations with ir f the resistance are not grouped around a single 
ideological program that leads to a single pol i t ical program i n 
da i ly organizational m i l i t a r y tactics. A n d so there is no possibil­
i t y of un i fy ing these organizations. T h e only a l ternat ive is to 
strengthen relations and alliances among progressive organiza­
tions w i t h i n the people's revolut ionary movements. 

Certa in of these organizations are t r u l y left and revo lut ionary , 
oriented by a w o r k i n g class ideology and capable of assuming a 
correct national armed a n d organizational policy dur ing the pres­
ent phase of the Pa les t in ian revolut ionary movement w h i l e 
others, despite the, M a r x i s t slogans they wave , are ru led by B l a n -
quist and adventurous tendencies of a petit-bourgeois nature . A n y 
study of the l i fe and practices of these organizations w i l l r e v e a l 
t h i s historic and strategic fact . 

W e are faced w i t h groups that consider themselves left ists and 
adopt a theory of M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m ; but in r e a l i t y they a r e 
phrases that are not reflected in da i ly polit ical , m i l i t a r y and or­
ganizational l i fe . On the contrary i t is the expression of B lanqu is t 
and adventurous explosions i n many of the pol i t ical and m i l i t a r y 
positions they assume. 

T h e solution to th is problem is based on one pr inc ipa l e lement: 
Format ion of al l iances among these forces, considering that there 
are greater possibilities for agreeing w i t h a program of m i n ­
i m u m understanding between left and progressive currents than 
one could have between these and the r ight -wing forces w i t h i n 
the res'stance. 
S u c h al l iances can help to un i fy the struggle i n its present phase, 

against the l iquidationist attempts w i t h i n the revolution and the 
Pa les t in ian problem, as w e l l as the progressive and le f t forces 
i n the bosom of the resistance. 

T h e formation of such all iances w i t h i n the context of a pro ­
gressive fr.ont w i t h a collective leadership t ied to a specific pro­
gram, w i l l certa inly meet the problems and duties of the resistance 
at the present stage and impel it f o rward . S u c h all iances can also 
offer adequate defense of the progressive and le f t -wing forces i n 
the resistance and open the road to more just and strong r e l a t i o n ­
ships w i t h f r i end ly progressive currents w i t h i n the r i g h t - w i n g 
organizations. 

Do you consider that the road to T e l Av iv passes through Amman? 
Is there currently some clandestine people's network orgaaized with a 
view to overtlirowing the Jordanian regime? 

A s I sa id earl ier , the road to T e l A v i v must necessari ly go 
through the l iquidation of the i n t e r n a l enemy of the Pa les t in ian 
and national A r a b l iberation movements, because of the dialectic 
l i n k between them. 

T h e l iquidation of Zionist occupation and the l iberat ion of the 
Palest ine national t err i tory are related to the creation of a per­
manent rear guard base for the Pa les t in ian resistance, v i t a l to 
the revolution and i ts shock forces. 



The region most appropriate for this main base is T r a n s j o r d a n . 
H a l f the Palest in ian people are distributed over both banks of 
the J o r d a n r i v e r . Some 70% of the Jordan ian population is Pa les ­
t in ian and would great ly faci l i tate this enterprise. Without the 
existence of this base, the Pa les t in ian resistance w i l l a lw a y s be 
exposed to easy l iquidation on to being swal lowed up by the A r a b 
states, determined to implement Secur i ty Counci l Resolution 242, 
w h i c h provides a reactionary "so lut ion" to the Pales t in ian ques­
t ion, based on recognition and legit imacy of the imper ia l i s t -
Zionist aggression and usurpation of the Pa les t in ian people i n 1948. 

Victorious popular revolutions don't come about without f i rs t 
insuring permanent bases to be depended upon as points of sup­
port for actions against the enemy and w h i c h serve as protection 
against his counterattacks. T r a n s j o r d a n is the only area that can 
become a pr inc ipal base for the Pa les t in ian people. F o r this r e a ­
son, the Democratic F r o n t has been urging a completely clear 
struggle since the beginning of 1969. 

I n order to pursue a prolonged armed struggle and transform 
i t into a people's w a r of l iberation against I s r a e l and the Zionist 
occupation, w e must solve the present contradiction w i t h the i n ­
t e rna l reactionary enemy l i n k e d to imper ia l i sm. T h i s in terna l 
enenjy rejects coexistence w i t h our people's movement and insists 
on the l iquidation of the resistance before anything else. Nor i s 
he interested i n f ighting I s r a e l and imper ia l i sm. On the contrary, 
he maintains clpse relations w i t h both. 

W e must reca l l that dur ing the " revo lut i on" of J u l y 14, 1958, 
i n I r a q , the B r i t i s h forces went to A m m a n to protect the Hache-
mi te throne and the Husse in regime, and to do this they went 
through I s rae l i t err i tory and a i r space, as a l l the colonialists have 
admitted and as I s r a e l and K i n g Husse in himsel f have confessed. 

T h e I s rae l i leaders continue to declare at this t ime that any 
throat to the reign of Husse in w i l l force them to intervene to 
protect h i m and keep h i m in power. T h e most recent of these 
declarations w a s made i n September of 1970. F o r these reasons 
w e can say that the hberation of Trans j o rdan from the reaction­
a r y class regime, imperia l ism's agent and enemy of the revolution 
and the people of Palest ine , i s an historic and strategic necessity 
that opens up the possibil ity of establishing a solid anticolonial -
ist and anti -Zionist b u l w a r k that sustains the revolution and per­
mits the concentration of society's energies on the development 
of action i n a prolonged nat ional people's w a r . T h i s is the pres­
ent duty of the Pa les t in ian resistance and the patriot ic move­
ment i n J o r d a n . 

On September 7 the Democratic F r o n t formulated to the E x t r a ­
ordinary National Pa les t in ian Counc i l , w h i c h met in A m m a n on 
August 28, 1970, the necessity to w o r k toward ' the transformation 
of Trans j o rdan into a permanent revolut ionary base w i t h i n the 
context of a national power formed by the aroned masses and 
soldiers. This pol i t ical position was completely victorious. 

W e believe that today more than ever, the Pa les t in ian and n a ­
tional forces need a united front in Jordan for the defense of their 
r ights f rom the teeth of reaction and imperialism, and that these 
could be summarized i n : 

1) armed tra in ing to defend the nsvolutlon and confront reac­
t i onary attacks and any probable Zionist aggression against 
T r a n s j o r d a n ; 
2 ) mobil ization and organization of the population around the 
resistance; 
3) proclamation of sel f -determination i n its o w n ter r i t o ry . 
A t the same t ime this front has to struggle to tear, pol i t ical 

power out of the hands of the reactionary and imperia l is t forces 
in favor of a national democratic regime w h i c h is the enemy of 
imper ia l i sm, semifeudalism and the comprador bourgeoisie, those 
w h o histor ica l ly constitute the m a t e r i a l base of imper ia l i sm in the-
country and carny out the role of police i n the protection of the 
interests of imper ia l i sm and the I s r a e l i frontier. 

T h e Nat ional United F r o n t must c a r r y on a tough clandestine 
resistance against the present A m m a n regime and m u s t def init ive­
l y d iscard the policy of bargaining and conversations, treaties 
and mediations for a n e w coexistence w i t h the reactionany A m ­
m a n regime. T h i s regime on numerous occasions h a s rejected 
coexistence w i t h resistance, and has seen i n the contradiction that 
should be secondary to resistance a p r i m a r y contradiction to be 
resolved in its favor, that is to say, w i t h the l iquidat ion of the 
resistance or its submission to i ts o w n reactionary and proimpe-
r i a l i s t power. 

T h e react ionary J o r d a n i a n regime depends for the achievement 
of t h s policy on consecutive ant i -Pa les t in ian m i l i t a r y campaigns 
and pol i t i ca l deceit. B u t as w e w e l l know, the react ionary regime 
of J o r d a n w i l l never permit the resistance to renew i t s armed strug­
gle against I s r a e l i f this a c t i v i t y is not l inked to i ts plans, and 
the resistance does not bow to the react ionary control of the 
Jordan ian m i l i t a r y h igh command. 

T h e logic of the reconci l iat ion has proven its ineffectiveness 
throughout the last four years , despite the numerous accords 
signed w i t h the reactionary regime of J o r d a n (October 1969; J u n e 
1970; September of the same year under control of the A r a b C o m ­
mittee made up of E g y p t , L i b y a , S u d a n and A l g e r i a ; that of C a i r o 
on September 27, and the Protocol of A m m a n , October 13, 1970). 
These repeated experiences should alert a l l revolutionaries and 
patriots w i t h i n the Pa les t in ian revo lut ionary movement to the 
construction of a Pa les t ine -Jordan Nat ional United F r o n t , w h i c h 
employs a l l means of struggle, beginning w i t h clandestine armed 
resistance, and a l l other democratic forms of mass resistance i n 
order to overthrow the react ionary regime in J o r d a n and impose 
a democratic nat ional regime, f r iend of the resistance, w h i c h sup­
ports i t and makes T r a n s j o r d a n the pr inc ipa l permanent base of 
the Palest inian revolut ionary movement. 

U p u n t i l now this front s t i l l does not exist . Certa in organiza­
tions, especially A l F a t a h , are s t i l l looking to the A r a b capitals 
for the achievement of coexistence w i t h the react ionary regime 
of A m m a n w h i c h continues re ject ing it . T h i s situation leads to 
chaos and confusion among our people, mi l i tants and f ighters . T h e 
government of A m m a n benefits from this , closing its f ist s t i l l 
t ighter over J o r d a n and pursuing i ts police campaigns to d i sarm 
the people and smash a l l opposition to the dictatorial regime. 



T h i s whole situation strengthens the counterrevolution and A r a b 
reactionaries. Meanwhi le , the Pa les t i n i an resistance loses ground 
by the vaci l lat ions of some of i t s organizations that persist i n co­
existence w i t h the J o r d a n i a n regime, ut i l i z ing the A r a b capitals 
as in te rmed ia tes . 

T h e construction of t h i s front w i l l help- to resolve the present 
subjective cr is is i n the resistance and concentrate a l l the ava i lab le 
forces i n a clandestine armed mass battle against the monarchy. 

U p u n t i l now, w e must say that there is s t i l l no people's c l a n ­
destine organization whose objectives are to overthrow the J o r ­
danian regime, but there ar.e cer ta in serious attenipts to create 
t h i s organization. I n th is respect w e can mention a J o r d a n i a n 
organization that is now f ight ing against the J o r d a n i a n regime: 
the Jordan ian Movement for Nat ional L iberat i on ( A l H a r a k a t A l 
U r d u n i a t L i t a h a r o r A l W a t a n i ) . W e have some of this organ­
ization's m i l i t a r y communiques. W e have also read its p r e l i m i n a r y 
pol i t ical program, whose objectives are the founding of a nat ional 
patriotic force in J o r d a n w i t h the overthrow of react ionary power. 

How does the Democratic Front maintain contact with the Arab and 
Palestinian masses and help them in the process of revolutionary polit­
ical awakening? 

I n summary , one of the m a i n points of the Democratic Front ' s 
duties and of its relations w i t h the A r a b and Pa les t in ian masses 
is thein revolut ionary ideological education. 

T h i s education c lari f ies the revolut ionary position and dissemi­
nates pol i t ical cul ture among our masses and the people of the 
A r a b nation, reveals the false react ionary p>ositions of the bour­
geoisie, w h i c h has neither the possibil ity nor the courage to con­
front imperial ism's and Israe l ' s attacks, as w e l l as the r i ght -w ing 
positions w i t h i n the resistance movement. T h i s labor permits the 
masses to guide themselves by the i r own experience, identi fy the 
correct and revolut ionary position of the Democratic F r o n t i n 
those problems l inked w i t h the Pa les t in ian question and the s t r u g ­
gle i n the Middle Eas t . 

I n the second place i t must provide pol it ical indoctrination on 
da i ly problems that arise w i t h i n the resistance movement and 
among the people of the area i n the common struggle against 
Z ionism, imper. 'alism and reaction. T h i s pol it ical awareness w i l l 
lead masses to discover their revolut ionary road against the for ­

es of counterrevolution i n the area. 
I n the t h i r d place, to establ ish i n the A r a b region, organization­

a l relations w i t h democratic nat ional revolut ionary groups, as a 
step i n the project of constnuction of a vast A r a b national front 
throughout the entire extent of Palest ine and A r a b territor ies , to 
c a r r y out a common struggle for a strategic program that has as 
its f i r s t condition, in the present stage, protection of the P a l e s ­
t in ian resistance and contiributing to the development of r e v o l u ­
t ionary progressive forces i n the inter ior to pursue the armed 
confrontation against I s r a e l and to inspire the peoples of the zone 
i n their struggle against imper ia l i sm and the local reactionaries, 
and against a l l reactionany solutions to the Pa les t in ian problem. 
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From the Colony 
to Socialism 
J u a n M a r i - B r ^ s 

J u a n Mari -Br4s , Secretary-General of the 
Puerto R i c a n Socialist Party , on the occa­
sion of his visit to Havana, provided the 
O S P A A A L Executive Secretariat wi th a 
valuable and interesting report on the 
economic situation ip his country and the 
M P I ' s conversion into a new party that 
brings together the Puerto R l c a n political 
vanguard in its revolutionary struggle for 
the independence and sovereignty of the 
homeland of Albizu Campos. 

W e present a synthesis of the Puerto 
R i c a n leader's exposition, w h i c h reflects 
the colonial reality of his country under 
U S domination. 

Economic Penetration 
in the Direct Colony 

P U E R T O R I C O has been a direct 
colony of the United States since 
1 8 9 8 , w h e n our country w a s i n v a d ­
ed by U S armed forces. I n ca l l ing 

it a direct colony, w e mean that the 
laws governing Puer to R i co are de­
creed and direct ly approved b y or­
gans of the U S government, in 
every fundamental aspect that rules 
the people's l ives, and only those 
aspects of a prov inc ia l or munic ipal 
nature are i n the hands of the so-
called F r e e Associated State of 
Puerto Rico. T h i s s ituation has given 
rise to a growing penetration by 
industr ia l and commercial finance 
capital from the United States into 
our country i n the las t decades, 
which has resul ted i n an absolute 
control over the economic life of 
our people b y big U S capital . More 
than 8 5 % of the industr ia l capi ta l 
invested i n Puerto Rico is i n the 
hands of Nonth Amer i cans . T h e 
same th ing i s true i n the area of 
commerce and f inance. T o t a l U S 
investment i n our country has 
reached $ 6 8 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 , whereas U S 
investment i n the whole of Lat in 
A.merica, from Mexico to Argent I -




