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Israel and the Unraveling

of U.S. Foreign Policy

he whole world is watching with shock the seemingly endless series of crimes,

misadventures, and blunders coming to light in the Reagan administration’s foreign

policy. And the unusual public exposure of normally secretive machinations by
government intelligence operatives, private arms dealers, and others has provided a rare
look at one of the cornerstones of contemporary American foreign policy, the relationship
with Israel.

The headline in the December 5 Wall Street Journal, however, told a familiar story, “Con-
gress Doesn’t Appear Ready YetTo Fault Israel in Contra-Aid Scandal.”The article explains
how Israel’s congressional supporters will try to insulate it from any fallout from the un-
raveling of the Reagan administration’s foreign policy from the “antiterrorism” campaign to
aid to the Nicaraguan contras. But Israel will not so easily be allowed to slip off the hook.

Almost every day a news article reports Israeli denial of knowledge or complicity in the
latest sordid affair; denial of involvement is Israel’s characteristic way of admitting the truth
of unpalatable charges. At the same time, the Israeli government itself contradicts the de-
nials by claiming that the affairs show Israel to be the United States’ best ally and, with
some justification at least at first, that Israel was being made the scapegoat. The wall of
American political protection around Israel has been rapidly and solidly repaired. But inad-
vertently, because the scandal raises a comprehensive indictment of the full range of U.S.
foreign policy—from Afghanistan to South Africa to Angola, from Iran via Israel to Central
America—and of Israel’s broad involvement in it, Israel’s role as a prime surrogate of U.S.
global policy inevitably attracts attention.

Palestinian youthfighting back against Israeli occupation troops in Bureij refugee camp. Gaza. Begin-
ning on page 3 is a special Palestine Focus insert on 20 years of Israeli occupation ofthe West Bank
and Gaza.

The Collapse of the Terrorism Campaign

The campaign against “terrorism,” for example, was born in Israel. Yet it is now revealed
in the full glare of publicity that Israel and the United States have been supplying arms to
the only regime which has been vilified even more than Libya or Syria: Iran. And Israel has
been supplying arms to Khomeini’s Iran for at least six years.

The Israeli and U.S. arms sales to Iran reveal that it matters little that a country is labeled
“terrorist” if there is the slightest possibility that it will resume taking orders from the
United States. Thus Reagan’s operative definition of a terrorist is someone who refuses to do
what Reagan tells him to do. One product of the international scandal of U.S. foreign policy
should be the final burial of the hypocritical campaign against “terrorispi.”

The use of Israel to circumvent the congressional ban on shipments of arms to the contras
reveals one of the inestimable services the Israeli government provides to U.S. policymak-
ers impatient with the constraints of laws and the U.S. Constitution. The Reagan adminis-
tration has systematically undermined democratic institutions in the United States to permit
funding of those who would undermine democracy in Nicaragua in the name of "restoring
it.” And the irony is that the United States uses its close ally Israel, which itself has an un-
deserved reputation as a “democratic” country.

evertheless, the effort to “limit the damage” by those who are on the reluctant at-

tack is already under way. Former National Security Advisor Admiral Poindexter

and his accomplice, Colonel North, are praised as patriotic as they take the fifth

amendment. It is obviously morally acceptable to violate the laws of the United States—

and international law—if the purpose is to fund the pillage and massacre of the Nicaraguan

people. Indeed, the exposures seem surgically targeted at only those Reagan aides viewed

as reckless and ignorant, and therefore unacceptable, by the establishment. No efforts will
be spared to protect unintended targets such as Israel from suffering from the revelations.

Thus it is up to critics of the fundamental objectives of U.S. policy to probe deeper, to

pose and answer the more troubling questions. What, for example, was the United States

never more than an ineffective cover story for the Reagan administration’s attempt to restore
American influence in Iran. The days when the Shah ruled Iran with an iron hand haunt the
shapers of U.S. policy. They remember the “good old days” when the United States held ab-
solute control over this strategic oil-producing nation; they dream of gaining the slightest
foothold there. Because lIran needs spare parts for its largely American-equipped armed
forces, the plotters judged that arms sales would provide leverage to turn their dreams into
reality. For their part, Iran’s leaders, having gutted their economy and worn out their initial
popular support, are now willing to take assistance from the United States.

Secondly, the Reagan administration and the Israeli government have blatantly encour-
aged the bloody war between Iran and Iraq. Israeli officials have been more forthright: they
state openly that they find it useful to keep the two governments at one another’s throats.
And, indeed, the United States has been caught aiding both sides. While shipping arms to
Iran, the CIA gave satellite photos to Iraq to guide their bombing missions. The war keeps
the region unstable and interferes with unity against American and lIsraeli plans; for exam-
ple, it prevented strong Arab opposition to the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon.

Not So Strange Bedfellows

The constellation of fellow conspirators in the affair is truly staggering: the Reagan ad-
ministration seeking to impose American domination throughout the world; expansionist,
militarist Israel bent on denying Palestinian rights; the ultraconservative, repressive Saudi
monarchy betraying its neighbors, trying to “hedge all bets,” and currying favor with the
United States; a tyrannical, religious sectarian Iranian regime conniving with the “Great
Satan” for arms to conduct its war against its own people and against Iraq; the dictatorial
Iragi regime itself; a mercenary band of “contra” bandits waging a fight to restore the
Somoza era to Nicaragua. What links these conspirators together is disrespect for democ-
racy, denial of self-determination, disregard for peace and justice, and fervent participation
in Reagan’s anti-Soviet hysteria. Despite the very real conflicts which separate certain of the
parties, these underlying interests draw them together.

Israel’s Surrogate Role

Once again, Israel has demonstrated its key role as a surrogate for the United States, not
only in the Middle East but around the world. Israel’s role as an American “strategic asset”
cries for greater attention. Israel has not only been sending arms to Iran and the contras on
behalf of the United States; a long list of unsavory U.S. allies, which includes South Africa,
Zaire, Chile, Guatemala, and El Salvador, to name a few, are grateful recipients of Israeli
arms and military training. The alleged skimming of funds from the Iran-contra deal into
1986 congressional campaigns is patterned on the involvement of Israel and its supporters
in domestic U.S. politics. Israeli officials lobbied for U.S. military aid to Zaire and South
Africa in Washington; pro-Israeli political action committees target those who raise criti-
cisms of Israeli behavior.

Israel is the fourth most powerful military power and the sixth nuclear power in the
world. This Israeli power is principally a product of American economic and military
largesse; it serves not only to suppress Palestinian aspirations, but also allows Israel to act
as agendarme in the Middle East region and a conduit for U.S. policy throughout the world.
Israel is allowed to blatantly violate U.S. laws which forbid the transfer of American-made
weapons, for example, to South Africa. The penalty prescribed by law is a cessation of all
aid.

We, the public, must demand broad and open congressional investigations of all U.S.
foreign policies. Congress must reject further aid to the contras and make a complete about-
face in American interventionist policies against Nicaragua and throughout Central
America.

S. foreign policy decisions in the Middle East also demand close scrutiny. U.S.
support for Israel’s invasion of Lebanon and continued occupation of the West
Bank, Gaza, and Golan Heights heads the list. Other targets include the tragic mis-
use of U.S. Marines in Beirut, the well-publicized but nonexistent "Libyan Hit Squad." the
now abandoned allegations against Libya in the Berlin disco bombing which was used as a

pretext to bomb Tripoli, and the current disinformation campaign against Syria.
Continued on page 7
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The Attack on Grantland Johnson

McCarthyism In the 1986 Elections

nti-Arab racism reached a new high
A in the 1986 elections as it extended

to allies and friends of the
Palestinian people. Perhaps the most
outrageous case has been the vicious
harassment of Sacramento, California City
Councilman Grantland Johnson in his
campaign for election as county supervisor.

Johnson became atarget after he spoke at
a 1984 memorial for the victims of the
Sabra-Shatila Massacre in Sacramento. The
event, organized by the November 29th
Committee for Palestine, was described as
“a diatribe against Israel sponsored by an
organization closely aligned with the PLO,
a self-proclaimed terrorist group” in an ad-
vertisement placed by his opponent in the
Sacramento Bee two days before the
November 4, 1986 election.

Indeed, aside from attacks in the Bee
early in the year before the primary election,
Johnson’s opponents held their fire until the
last days of the election, ensuring that he
would have no opportunity to respond. In
addition to the Bee ad, the supervisorial dis-
trict was blanketed with a slickly printed
“hate” piece, featuring reprints of Bee arti-
cles attacking Johnson and several
November 29th Committee for Palestine
publications, including a Palestine Focus in-
terview with Johnson in which he was prom-
inently quoted saying, “The lives of the Pal-
estinians lost in the massacre at Sabra and
Shatila are of equal value to the lives of any
other human beings.”

In the context of the attack on Grantland
Johnson, the Bee also attacked, and libeled,
the November 29th Committee for Pales-
tine. In an earlier attack on Johnson in April
1986, the Bee quoted former State Senator
Albert Rodda charging “this group, as far as
I know, has been involved in actions which
have led to violence.” The Bee made no
effort to contact the committee’s national
office in San Francisco before running the
article. In February 1986, the Bee ran an
inaccurate and deceptive article on fundrais-
ing by the committee.

The campaign against Grantland Johnson
was so outrageous that the Social Concerns
Commission of the Roman Catholic Ar-
chdiocese of Sacramento spoke out in his
behalf, saying “The attack on Councilman
Johnson is an attack on us, for we share
similar positions on the Middle East. We are
willing to face dissent and criticism, but we
are repulsed at the smear tactics being used
against Councilman Johnson.” [See below
for the full text of the church statement.]
Johnson’s campaign staved off the unprinci-
pled attacks, and Johnson won a narrow
victory.

Statement of the Social Concerns Com-
mission of the Diocese of Sacramento
The Social Concerns Commission of the
Diocese of Sacramento responds with grave
concern to the attacks on the integrity of
Councilman Grantland Johnson and the at-
tempt to use tactics of McCarthyism to
punish candidate Johnson for discussing the
situation in the Middle East in a balanced
manner. We note the recent and distasteful
history of Black and Latino candidates for
office being measured by a double standard,
and we object to the insertion of such tactics
into a campaign in Sacramento. In the cam-
paign of Harold Washington for mayor of
Chicago, of Jesse Jackson for president, of
Joe Serna for mayor, of Bradley for gover-
nor, and now in the campaign of Grantland
Johnson for supervisor, the minority candi-
dates are held accountable to standards
above and beyond those found required for
other candidates. We find the use of these
double standards to be morally reprehensi-
ble, and we urge the faithful of the Diocese
to forcefully repudiate such campaign tac-
tics.

Councilman Johnson is being condemned
because he spoke at a memorial event for
the victims of the massacres in Lebanon.
The event was held in a Catholic Church. A
representive of our commission was invited
to participate in the same event and with-
drew after receiving the pressure from the
forces now attacking Councilman Johnson.

he attackers argue that the sponsor-

ing organization has connections to

the PLO and is, therefore, a terrorist
organization. They have demanded that
Councilman Johnson repudiate this appear-
ance and that he pledge not to speak in
events cosponsored by this or any other
group which they consider “terrorist” in the
future.

The persons using the unacceptable, ra-
cially biased forms of criticism represent
only a small partisan cadre, not the recog-
nized opinion leaders in this arena. It is
important to examine the issues raised with
a broad perspective rather than accept the
characterization of the events offered by
Johnson’s critics. In this paper we examine
the issue itself.

There is a crisis in the Middle East. Our
task forces have long studied this crisis. Our
studies indicate that a solution to the prob-
lems can only be found by respecting the
rights of life and liberty to all sides in the
conflict: Palestinian, Israeli, and others. Our
government has consistently refused to meet
with, talk with, and consider the Palestinian

position. By so doing our government has
taken a position of unwavering support for
the actions of Israel. This position has not
produced progress toward peace, toward re-
solution of the conflict, nor toward respect-
ing the human rights and dignity of Palestin-
ians. It has only promoted the rights of the
Israelis.

The policy of Israel in the area is a policy

“Grantland Johnson
Is being asked to
repudiate a speech
made at a memorial
service for victims of
a massacre. What is
he to say, that he
does not reject the
massacre?”
—Social Concerns
Commission,
Diocese of
Sacramento

of war. Israel has driven thousands of per-
sons from their homes. They maintain an
illegal occupation of the West Bank. In 1982
Israel invaded Lebanon with full military
force. That invasion killed hundreds of inno-
cent civilians, mostly women and children.
At the time of that invasion, this commis-
sion criticized the Israeli invasion and the
use of airpower against civilians. We also
noted with concern the blind obedience to
Israeli war policy by the United States.

The Israeli invasion of Lebanon greatly
accelerated the disintegration of Lebanon.
The chaos and anarchy of Lebanon today
are a direct result of the Israeli invasion and
the destruction of the balance of power in
the region.

It was in the context of this invasion that
the massacres of Sabra and Shatila occurred.
Over eight hundred innocent civilians were
massacred in refugee camps after the United
States had guaranteed their safety. They
were murdered by allies of the Israelis.

Following the massacres, the United
States sent a “peace-keeping force” to the
region. This ill-advised policy protected the
Israeli position. The U.S. soldiers on duty
in Lebanon came under attack. The United
States responded with air strikes and naval

strikes against villages in the mountains.
The U.S. strikes again killed numerous civi-
lians: women and children. In pursuit of a
failed policy, the Reagan administration
used high-technology warfare against its op-
ponents. They responded with low-technol-
ogy warfare often called terrorism. It should
be clear that high-technology warfare Kills
with the same certainty as low-technology
warfare. High-level bombing, as we have
seen in Tripoli, indiscriminately Kills civi-
lians.

It is inaccurate to call car bombing ter-
rorism and call air attacks military re-
sponses. These are different forms of ter-
rorism. Both wantonly kill innocent civi-
lians; both are morally repugnant except in
situations of self-defense.

The U.S. forces came under attack. A
truck bomb killed some 252 U.S. Marines.
This was an act of war, a tragedy. The
tragedy was targeted against the United
States because our government was par-
ticipating in the civil war in Lebanon on the
side of the Israelis. This commission de-
plores the attack on U.S. personnel. We
further deplore the unwise and relatively
unexamined policy of the Reagan adminis-
tration which placed the Marines in the war
zone.

The Sacramento Situation

The position taken by Councilman Johnson
is similar in most ways with the position of
this commission. We find it is important to
encourage a dialogue on the U.S. policy in
the Midle East. The tragic events of the last
two weeks in Berlin, Tripoli, and Beirut
reveal the bankruptcy of the current policy.
It is appropriate in a democratic society for
the public to discuss public policy in order
to instruct their representatives in Congress.
It is also appropriate to memorialize the
innocent victims of the continuing wars in
the Middle East.

There are political forces in the United
States who strongly support the state of Is-
rael. They clearly have the majority in our
Congress and our government. They main-
tain their domiance by campaigns of educa-
tion and propaganda. A part of their strategy
is to portray their opponents as being proter-
rorism. They seek to define the issues so that
a person or a group is either pro-lIsrael or
proterrorist. Their ability to win this defini-
tion of the issue has prevented an informed
analysis of the U.S. role in the Middle East.
The success of their campaigns keeps the
media and both political parties blindly tied

Continued on page 7

FOCUS
On Action

By Steve Goldfield

November 29th, the international day of solidarity with
the Palestian people, was marked by events throughout
the United States and around the world. November 29th
Committee for Palestine chapters and affiliated organiza-
tions held events in such cities as Houston, New York,
San Francisco, Portland, Sacramento, Chicago, Detroit,
lowa City, Boston, Madison, and at Rutgers University
in New Jersey. A demonstration was held in Austin to
mark the date. The New York event featured Zehdi Terzi,
PLO representative to the United Nations; Dr. Isack S.
Mudenge, Zimbabwean Ambassador to the United Na-
tions and chair of the Non-Aligned Movement; Leticia
Pena, coordinator of the Latino task force of the
November 29th Committee for Palestine; the African Na-
tional Congress Sechaba Singers; actress Vinie Burrows;
and Al-Watan Dabke Troupe. The event was also marked
by controversy: the public school where it was held tried
to cancel the event at the last minute; the JDL threatened
the event; and a massive turnout of New York police
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greeted those attending. These events also marked the
beginning of the Year of Palestine, which will focus on
20 years of Israeli occupation ofthe West Bank and Gaza.

£*

Activists in many cities responded to Israeli and Amal
attacks on Palestinian camps in Lebanon and to ferocious
Israeli attacks on unarmed demonstrators in the West Bank
recently. The November 29th Committee for Palestine
helped organize pickets at Israeli consulates in San Fran-
cisco, Washington, and Los Angeles and a demonstration
in Austin. The Palestine Women’s Association held sit-ins
at Red Cross offices. The General Union of Palestine
Students sat in at offices of the League of Arab States.

Arab-Americans, who greatly increased their participa-
tion in the electoral process in 1986, were snubbed in
blatantly racist fashion by Joe Kennedy, whose staff at
first rejected a $ 100 contribution by former Senator James
Abourezk, a friend of Kennedy’s late father and Chairman
of the American-Arab Anri-Discrimination Committee
(Kennedy backed down, but the damage was done). Arab-
American Republicans wanted to work against California
senatorial candidate Ed Zshau’sopponent, Democrat Alan
Cranston, who serves as Israel’s point man in the Senate.
Zshau’s campaign refused their support. Instead, Zshau
tried to outdo Cranston as a loyal supporter of Israel.

The viciousness of the “antiterrorism” campaign has,
quite naturally, spilled over into attacks against individu-
als with Middle East ancestry and against those who dare
to challenge uncritical United States support for Israel.
But these “victims” are not cowed; Arab-Americans and
their friends are on the move and will not be silent in the
face of racist attacks.

Indeed, the most striking result of the 1986 elections is
that most of the candidates backed by Arab-Americans
won their races. A report published by the Arab American
Institute, “Election ‘86: Arab Americans Making a Differ-
ence,” notes that “Arab Americans with whom we were
working raised and/or spent more than $250,000 to sup-
port 53 candidates—winning in 40 races and losing in
only 13.” One of those winning candidates was Grantland
Johnson [see article in this issue],

fice if

The Palestine Human Rights Campaign and the Arab
Womens Council have announced an International Confer-
ence on Palestinian Women, “Palestinian Women: A 40-
Year Survival Story ... The Struggle Continues.” The
conference is scheduled for March 27-28, 1987 in
Washington, D.C. and features a long list of prominent
women speakers, including invited guests from the Mid-
dle East. For more information contact the PHRC at 220

S. State Street, Suite 1308, Chicago, IL 60604, (312)
987-1985. O
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End the Twenty Years
of Occupation Now!

by Jeanne Butterfield

Imagine a lifetime of facing machine-gun equipped settlers patrolling the streets of

your village. Imagine a lifetime of being forbidden to read poetry or books or
newspapers which talk about your history. Imagine a lifetime of your father being locked
up in a prison. Imagine a lifetime of all your brothers being locked up too. Imagine a
lifetime of your mother being denied permission to add a cinder-block room to the two
rooms you live in, while raw sewage runs down the alleys of the refugee camp you have
been forced to call home.

Imagine a lifetime of your national symbols, organizations, elected officials, athletic
clubs, sewing circles, charities, even the colors of your flag, being illegal. Imagine going
to prison for painting a picture with the colors of your flag, the colors of your land, your
blood-red, white, green, black. Imagine a lifetime of fighting back with words, with songs,
with pictures, with sticks, with stones aimed at passing military patrols or settlers’ cars
filled with armed men. Imagine a lifetime of surviving.

Twenty years of occupation is a lifetime for the generation of Palestinian youth who have
grown up under Israeli military rule. June 1987 will mark the twentieth year of the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza and the Golan Heights. 1987 will also mark the fortieth
anniversary of the 1947 partition of Palestine, the seventieth anniversary of the 1917
Balfour Declaration, and the fifth anniversary of the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon.

“Anniversaries” are not particularly significant in and of themselves. To the Palestinian
people living under brutal military occupation, 20 years of repression is not significantly
different from 19 years or 21 years. But such “anniversary” dates allow us to refocus public
attention in the United States on the ongoing denial of Palestinian human and national rights
under Israeli occupation, and they give us the opportunity to organize broader and deeper
opposition to that occupation.

All Out for June 6

he international Palestine solidarity movement and the nongovernment

organizations (NGOs) which do work in support of Palestinian rights are mobilizing

broad international public opinion to oppose the occupation, culminating in public
demonstrations, rallies, and cultural events in June 1987. The North American and
international NGOs have called for 1987 to be observed as the “Year of Palestine.”

“The Twenty Years of Occupation Committee” has come together in the United States to
organize a series of activities to highlight our opposition to the occupation. Dozens of
peace, solidarity, religious, and human rights groups are participating, including among
others, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, Palestine Human Rights
Campaign, Mobilization for Survival, International Jewish Peace Union, New Jewish

I magine a lifetime of facing machine-gun equipped soldiers on your way to school.

S icarite Pdles fine

Palestinian boy being interrogated by Israeli troops

Agenda, November 29th Committee for Palestine, U.S. Peace Council, Palestine Aid
Society, Church World Service, and American Friends Service Committee. They have come
together to plan and implement four activities:
e a national petition/postcard campaign which will send 20,000 signatures to the U.S.
government calling for an end to the occupation and calling on the United States to
support efforts to convene an international peace conference under U.N. auspices;
a national speaking tour of Palestinians and Israelis speaking out in opposition to the
occupation and describing the impact of occupation on their daily lives;
a national political/cultural event in New York City on June 6, 1987, with simultaneous
events around the country, voicing in speeches, poems, and song broad opposition to the
occupation and support for Palestinian rights;
a national clearinghouse/calendar which will publicize ail of these activities and the many
more being planned by many organizations, under the banner “End the Occupation Now !"
There will be dozens of other conferences, events, special publications, religious
services, and cultural work happening over the next several months, focusing on the theme
“End the 20 Years of Occupation.”

We urge you to come together with others in your local community to begin planning
now how you will raise your voice, along with thousands of others nationally and
internationally, to say “Twenty Years is Too Long; End the Occupation Now!” O

The Goal of Israels Occupation

By Steve Goldfield

West Bank and Gaza Strip, along with

the Syrian Golan Heights and Egyptian
Sinai Peninsula, in the June 1967 war
launched by Israel against the surrounding
Arab countries. With the exception of the
Sinai, which was returned to Egypt under
the 1979 Camp David agreement, Israel has
unequivocally demonstrated that it plans to
keep all the conquered territory for as long
as it can.

Indeed, Israel outright annexed the Golan
Heights and East Jerusalem, though these
annexations are not recognized internation-
ally. And the fact that it is politically impos-
sible in Israel to advocate surrendering the
West Bank and Gaza for a peace agreement
combined with the extensive settlement pro-
gram in the West Bank and Gaza make it
clear that Israel believes it is in the occupied
territories to stay.

Unlike pre-1967 Israeli territory which,
with the exception of the Galilee triangle,
was emptied of its Palestinian population
with brutal efficiency, the West Bank and
Gaza are both heavily populated—Gaza is
one of the most densely populated areas in
the entire world. Approximately 1.5 million
Palestinians live under Israeli control in
these areas.

Having taken the land, the Israeli au-

I srael took the Palestinian lands of the

thorities need to suppress resistance to their
rule, especially when it takes nationalist
form, such as waving flags, painting inflam-
matory pictures, publishing patriotic news-
paper articles, or establishing viable na-
tional institutions such as universities or
hospitals. Since they rule over an over-
whelmingly hostile population, the Israeli
military authorities need a reliable system
of repression; that system is the military
occupation.

Israel’s occupation thus has several goals:
suppress all forms of resistance, stamp out
visible manifestations of national feelings,
and, if possible, make things so harsh that
large numbers of Palestinians will emigrate.
To accomplish the last objective Israel took
more than half the territory of the West
Bank, though in 1986 it still was only able
to make use of approximately 7 percent.
Thousands of Palestinian community lead-
ers were expelled to Jordan and Lebanon—a
clear violation of Geneva accords governing
occupation. These accords were drawn up
after the experience of Nazi occupation of
Europe and accepted by Israel. The Geneva
accords recognize no justification what-
soever for removing people from an oc-
cupied territory.

More than half the male Palestinian popu-
lation has spent time in prison, many under
administrative detention where no charges
are placed. Virtually all prisoners have been
tortured in an attempt to extract confessions

in lieu of evidence. Since administrative
detention is generally accompanied by tor-
ture and is often used repeatedly against the
same individuals, many Palestinians have
been tortured close to death time and time
again. More than one thousand new military
orders were imposed—in violation of the
Geneva accords which bar the occupier from
changing laws in an occupied land.

ugees were driven from their homes.
Immediately after the war, segregated
Jews-only settlements were built in the oc-
cupied territories. Palestinian cities and vil-
lages became surrounded and hemmed in by
rings of hostile settlements, themselves pro-
tected by double layers of barbed-wire
fences. By 1986, about sixty thousand
settlers lived in the West Bank, most within
commuting distance of Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv. Armed settler vigilantes patrol Pales-
tinian villages, cities, and refugee camps
and organize attacks on Palestinian leaders
and university students, many of whom
have been “disappeared” and murdered.
Much of the water in the West Bank is
taken into Israel; strict limits are placed on
the use of water by Palestinian farmers. A
grid of colonial roads connect Israeli settle-
ments with Israel; these roads bypass Pales-
tinian towns and cities and cut directly
across Palestinian farms, irrigation systems,

I n 1967, five hundred thousand new ref-

and other facilities. In addition, military or-
ders restrict Palestinians from planting crops
without permits and bar the export of Pales-
tinian produce into Israel. Israeli goods not
only flow freely into the West Bank and
Gaza—Ilsrael’s largest foreign export mar-
ket—their prices are subsidized and drive
Palestinian produce off the market to rot
unpicked in the fields.

With the Palestinian economy strangled
by the Israeli occupation, more and more
Palestinians are forced to commute to work
inside Israel where they get the dirtiest jobs
with the lowest pay and no union protection.
The bitter irony of the occupation can create
a situation in which a Palestinian finds him
self working for an Israeli construction com-
pany building modern segregated housing
in what used to be his own olive grove.
Unemployment is rampant, and thousands
of Palestinians gather on street corners in
the early mornings. At these “slave mar-
kets,” as they are called, Palestinians hope
to be chosen for illegal day labor inside the
pre-1967 borders of Israel. They are forbid-
den by law to sleep overnight there and must
return to the West Bank or Gaza.

The Israeli military occupation also se-
verely restricts the operations of such Pales-
tinian institutions as hospitals and schools.

Continued on page 5
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By Hilton Obenzinger

he group of Americans climbs up the path behind

the settlement of Gilo. The word “settlement”

conjures up images of log cabins, but Gilo, like
many of the settlements around Jerusalem and the West
Bank, is a huge housing project surrounded by thick
walls—a fortress condominium. Behind Gilo’s power
station, literally shoved against the wall, sits the tent of
Mohana al-Arab and his elderly father, Salim. Mohana
holds his arms out to the olive trees and fields stretching
down the hill. “This is my land! | will die before they
make me move!” A small heap of rubble marks the spot
where their house once stood, torn down by an Israeli real
estate magnate. Now they live in a tent and an old bus
with the mass of Gilo behind them.

Suddenly a chubby man in civilian clothes with a
skullcap starts puffing up the path. An automatic rifle
swings on his shoulder. “What are you doing here?” he
demands.

"We’re visiting these people,” we reply. “They are my
guests. This is my land,” Mohana adds.

"This is not your land!” the armed settler snaps. He
tells the Americans to leave, as several continue to snap
photos. "This is a sensitive area. Would you come and
take pictures of a military base in the U.S.?”

"This is not a military base,” we remind him. “By
whose authority do you tell us to leave?”

"By authority of municipal defense," he answers, casu-
ally waving his weapon from side to side.

We begin to leave, not wishing to tempt the armed
settler, as he trots down the path to summon a policeman
who then takes our Palestinian driver’s identification card.

What did we do wrong? We visit a man who clings to
his land despite harrassment, despite his house torn down
around his head, and we face thick walls of grey rock and
an unnamed man without a uniform who acts as lord and
master because he holds a gun. 1got a little feeling for
what it is like to live under occupation.

We drive through the West Bank. Every inch of the hills
is cultivated with terraces and olive trees hundreds,
perhaps even thousands, of years old. A laborious, old
style of agriculture, but well-tended nonetheless, with
land dotted by villages and isolated farmhouses. Then we
cross the 1948 borders of Israel, and | feel as if I’'m in
California’s Central Valley. Acre after acre of crops with
hardly a soul to be seen. Such a modern agriculture, most
certainly an accomplishment of the Israelis. But at what
price?

Mohammed Batrawi. Palestinian poet and journalist,
sits in the car, describing the invisible. “See, that hill over
there?That used to be a village. That palm tree was where
I would meet my friends to go to school. Over there was
the house of my friend. | can still see his grandmother
standing at the door. Notice how the road twists and turns
for no apparent reason. That’s because the road used to
pass through a village.” Nothing can be seen today but
rows of crops.

“They say they made the desert bloom. But there used
to be people here, villages, an old man riding a donkey,
someone playing a flute—and now they are gone, gone to
the refugee camps. | think it is more correct to say that
they have turned a garden of people into a desert.” Not a
person disturbs the agribusiness landscape. In the dis-
tance, a tractor throws up a cloud of dust.

“They say they made the desert
bloom. I think it is more
correct to say that they have
turned a garden ofpeople
into a desert.
—Mohammed Batrawi

hen we pass the checkpoint into Gaza, the most

densely populated strip of land on earth, crowded

with refugees. Meron Benvenisti, the former de-
puty mayor of Jerusalem, has documented some stark
facts about Gaza. “525,000 Palestinians live on 96 square
miles,” he says. “One-third of the territory, 46 square
miles, has been reserved exclusively for Jewish settle-
ments which have a population of only 2,200.” Some
45,000 Gaza laborers work in Israel, pay local taxes as
well as income tax and national insurance in Israel, but
receive no benefits. The Israeli government considers the
“services” of the military occupation to be a benefit.
Benvenisti calls it an “occupation tax” which amounts to

U.S. Funds Occupation

Life under lsrae

$35 million a year. Not only must they suffer the occupa-
tion, but they must pay for it as welll Benvenisti calls
Gaza the “Soweto of the Middle East.”

In the streets of Gaza City: crowded market stalls,
hubbub of falafel stands, shoe stands, merchandise, and
food-stuff. In the midst of it a patrol of Israeli soldiers
walks single-file, one with a radio pack, the others with
Galil rifles in their hands, as if they were a group of Gls
slogging through the swamps of Vietnam. These invaders,
however, are surrounded by ajungle of humanity as they
walk in deadly silence through the noisy crowd.

% ¥ i

Dheisheh refugee camp near Bethlehem in the West
Bank: 12,000 people crammed in small houses. Most of
the people in Dheisheh work in Israeli factories or busi-
nesses. There is a cloud of dust in the air. Along the road
hi-tech spotlights and up the stony hill across the road a
large tent for the Israeli soldiers. They watch us with their
binoculars. We walk into a small grocery and ask for
Hamdi Farraj. A small boy looks for him. As we wait, an
Israeli patrol passes silently on the street outside.

The boy takes us to Hamdi Farraj's house. A journalist
for Al-Mithaq. Farraj is under “town arrest” (more accu-
rately “camp arrest”). He cannot leave Dheisheh, and can
no longer be an editor at his newspaper in Jerusalem. The
Israelis have just shut down Al-Mithaq anyway. For “se-
curity reasons.” No other reason is ever given. When
Farraj was put under town arrest he asked the soldier why.
Again, “security,” but no charge. “If I’'m guilty of a crime
put me injail,” he said. “You have more jails than schools
and hospitals.”

Life under occupation is more than one man living
under a form of “banning.” Dheisheh itself is regularly
put under curfew. Once it was put under 24-hour curfew
for twenty days! No one could leave, and the people of
the camp could only go outside their homes for an hour
or two a day to buy food. To “protect” the nearby settle-
ment of Kiryat Arba—filled with followers of the fanatic
Rabbi Levinger—the Israeli army closed off entrances to
the camp, filling oil drums with concrete to block the
roads. Busy shopping streets became dusty small business
ghost towns, strangled by the oil drum barricades. Ba-
sically, the Israelis put 12,000 people under mass arrest!

of U.S. Middle East policy, enforced with
an “iron fist” by the Israeli government.

The Buck Starts Here

By Douglas Franks

n September 13, 1986 the United

Nations Security Council voted on

a resolution to condemn “the
repressive measures taken by lIsrael since 4
August 1985 against the civilian Palestinian
population in the Israeli-occupied
territories." Of the fifteen countries voting,
only the United States voted against the
resolution.

On November 20 the U.N. General As-
sembly voted on a resolution condemning
Israeli practices against Palestinian students
and universities. Again, the United States
voted against it. In the latest U.N. Security
Council vote to protest the recent Israeli
killings of Palestinian students in the West
Bank, the United States abstained. Even the
worst sort of Israeli crime against Palestin-
ians evokes only the mildest response from
the Reagan administration.

The reason behind the continuing pattern
of U.S. indulgence of Israel isjust as famil-
iar as the pattern itself: the United States
government is Israel’s steadfast and consum-
mate ally. All U.S. Middle East foreign pol-
icy decisions and actions flow from this fact.

Although U.S. officials would tend to
deny it, this staunch alliance inevitably
poses the United States as an adversary of
the Palestinians and their quest for funda-
mental rights and self-determination. While
the U.S. government has formally re-
pudiated Israel’s occupation and de facto
annexation of the occupied territories and
even called the building of Israeli settle-

ments an obstacle to peace, hard evidence
proves just the opposite. With all the forms
of U.S. aid it receives—economic, military
and political —Israel is able to inflict every
form of repression against the Palestinian
people.

The largest single consequence of Israel’s
privileged-client status is its military occu-
pation of the West Bank (including East
Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip. The sweep-
ingly destructive effects of occupation on
the lives of one and a half million Palestin-
ians living there are stated in their broadest
dimensions by the 1985 U.N. report, Living
Conditions of the Palestinian People in the
Occupied Territories. The occupation has

had a tremendously negative impact
on the political and socio-economic
life of the Palestinian population. It
has resulted in the overall stagnation
of the Palestinian economy, dismantl-
ing of the Palestinian communities,
violations of the fundamental human
rights and exploitation and depletion
of natural resources in the occupied

Palestinian and other Arab territories.

In a more recent assessment of the conse-
quences of occupation, the United Nations
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
Population of the Occupied Territories
painted a still bleaker picture, at the same
time appealing for greater public concern:

The Special Committee is concerned

at the escalation of violence caused

by the implementation by the Govern-

ment of Israel of a revived “iron fist”
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policy, as announced by the au-
thorities themselves.... The situation
created by this policy in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip together with the se-
vere regime applied in the Golan
Heights have served to cancel any
hope of improvement in the situation
of human rights in the occupied ter-
ritories.... The gravity and constant
deterioration of this situation calls for
renewed efforts of the international
community ... for an amelioration of
the lot of the civilian population in the
occupied territories.

ne U.S. administration after
another grants Israel a staggering
amount of aid without a whisper of
official opposition. Private donations to Is-
rael once outshone government grants and
although they remain considerable, “the pre-
sent average of $700 million per year in
tax-exempt contributions by Americans to
Israeli institutions is now dwarfed ...,”
writes Richard Curtiss of The Washington
Report on Middle East Affairs, “by direct
U.S. government economic and military aid
to Israel, which will total $38,634,000,000
by the end of the 1987 fiscal year.” The
amount in 1986 alone was $4.5 billion. A
figure approaching that amount is on tap for
fiscal 1987.
The August 5 Washington Post put U.S.
aid to Israel in global perspective:

As a gesture of conciliation to Israel’s
victims, U.S. abstension in the United Na-
tions is an empty one. It must be measured
against the concrete resources the United
States annually invests in promoting Israel’s
stranglehold over all aspects of Palestinian
life. Massive U.S. aid to Israel, the lack of

IsraeVs occupation
could not continue
without U.S. money.

congressional oversight to regulate Israel’s
use of that aid. generous loan forgiveness
by the U.S. government, the tax-exempt
status of cash contributions to the state of
Israel, special grants like the $1.3 billion for
Israeli development of its Lavi jet fighter,
special trade incentives like the free-trade
agreement, all coalesce into a powerful arm

Israel gets one-fifth of total U.S. de-
velopment, economic, and military
aid; 45 African countries share one-
fifteenth of the aid package. This dis-
parity is more apparent in terms of
wealth and population. Israel, with
4.2 million people and a per capita
income of $5,300 a year, gets more
than $700 per person [up to $1,500
per person according to some sources]
in U.S. aid. [17 percent of those 4.2
million are Palestinians who do not
enjoy the benefits such statistics
infer.] Egypt, with 50 million people
and a per capita income of less than
$700 a year, gets about $50 per per-
son. Forty-five African nations, with
a combined population of 460 million
and average per capita income of
$646, receive $2.13 per person in
U.S. aid.

(Palestinians under occupation receive on
the average $10 per capita annually from



lI Occupation

Hamdi Farraj shows us the refugee camp and the
blocked-up streets. The people we meet are friendly and
determined. A woman and her sons are mixing concrete
to expand their house. Her husband was deported to Jor-
dan, and every year for ten years she would visit him
there. Every year she would return pregnant and bore ten
children. Now the Israelis say if she leaves again to visit
her husband they will not let her come back. So she smiles
and builds her house. She will stay in Palestine.

Dheisheh is a “resistance” camp, a sore spot for the
Israelis. Even the children boldly throw rocks at the armed
settlers. Another woman passes with a tray of steaming
hot bread balanced on her head. Hamdi says a few words
and takes a round loaf, sharing the bread of the camp with
us.

After we leave we drive further down the road and see
a large lIsraeli-owned sand quarry with conveyer belts
hauling off gravel in huge clouds of dust. This is the
source of the dust of Dheisheh, a gravel pit digging out
the building materials for more fortress condominiums
for the settlers. If you live in Dheisheh you can work in
an lIsraeli factory, and come home to the dust.

PRE

Images of occupation: Bassam Shaka'a, the popular,
elected mayor of Nablus deposed by the Israelis, leaning
in his wheelchair on the patio of his hilltop home, tells us
of the latest plans to improve the “quality of life" of
Palestinians by the Reagan administration with great ani-
mation. Shaka'a had his legs blown off after a settler gang
set a bomb in his car, along with bombs in the cars of two
other nationalist mayors. He may have lost his legs, but
he hasn't lost his backbone.

Now Reagan wants to send billions of dollars to King
Hussein so that the King can send money to improve the
“quality of life” of Palestinians. Another attempt to under-
mine the fact which a recent opinion poll has reconfirmed:
Over 90 percent of the Palestinians support the PLO as
their representative. Shaka'a has the same opinion of
King Hussein as most Palestinians in the West Bank.
Hussein is not a true friend, and his “development”
schemes are just one more ploy, a collaboration between
the United States and Jordan to achieve "peace” by accept-
ing continual Israeli rule over the West Bank, nothing
more than an exercise in acquiesence. “No matter what

U.S. private voluntary organizations such

ing of Non-Governmental Organizations on

they try, no matter what tactics, the Israelis are after one
thing: they want to take the land!”

s we eat knafi, the famous pastry of Nablus,
A Mayor Shaka'a points to a large new building

down the hill. “That’s our new school. We had to
struggle many years to build it. When it was built the
people wanted to name it after me, the Bassam Shaka’a
School. | told them no, but they insisted. The Israelis,
however, would not allow my name. The people refused
to change it. So now it is the school without a name.”The
“No Name School”—the sign in front of the building is
still blank. But the people insist that they will name their
own school.

Facts of occupation: An ex-prisoner in a very quiet,
calm voice describes how he was tortured. They tied him
up standing outside naked in cold weather for nine days
and nights with maggots and worms in a bag over his
head. The occupation is arrest with no charges, a repres-
sion so severe that the occupiers proudly call it the “Iron
Fist.” It is houses torn down in the middle of the night
because someone in the family was arrested—because of
“security” the entire home is blown up as a punishment
even before a trial is held. It is confiscation of land,
uprooting ancient olive trees. The occupation is the guard
tower and heavy caliber machine-guns in the center of
Hebron, trained on the afternoon shoppers. It is settlers
in civilian clothes walking with rifles, pistols stuck in
their belts. It is Reagan talking about the "quality of life”
of Palestinians as $4 billion of U.S. aid pours in to the
Israeli government so some 18 year-old Israeli kids can

Palestinian family in refugee camp near Hebron.

of U.S.

power,” and extension of U.S.

learn to brutalize in the name of “security.”

Occupiers always have to worry about “security,” be-
cause they are stealing someone else’s future. Because the
fact of occupation means the corresponding fact of resis-
tance. It is the resistance of women building day care
centers, doctors volunteeering to go to villages on their
day off to provide much-needed care, of university profes-
sors and students who continue to build their schools
despite repeated shutdowns by the soldiers. It is the resis-
tance of Fathi Gabin, an artist who spent six months in
jail because a painting of his used the colors of green, red,
black, and white —the forbidden colors of the Palestinian
flag. It is the trade unionist in Gaza who faces intimidation
and a maze of “laws” meant to prevent him from organiz-
ing his union, yet he still does not give up. It is kids
throwing rocks at armed settlers driving by, kids who
demand a future and are regarded by the Israelis as “ter-
rorists.”

This resistance takes many forms, but the main one is
very simple: Stay on the land, survive! When the racist
fanatics like Meir Kahane or Rabbi Levinger come to
drive them from their homes, backed by one of the
strongest armies in the world, they know that if they do
not budge, that in itself is a victory.
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I walk to the Wailing Wall, the most sacred shrine for
Jews. It is the one remaining wall of the ancient temple
destroyed by the Romans two thousand years ago. It is
the evidence of and witness to so many invasions. Grass
and weeds poke through the cracks. | put my hands against
the wall, as is the custom, and begin to cry. I'm not
weeping for the destruction of the temple, but for the
destruction that goes on today, the distortions that have
led to that armed settler who came running up to us at
Gilo, to the idea of colonizing a land at the expense of the
native people. | remember that the prime minister of
South Africa was escorted to this very wall by Israeli
leaders in 1976. Prime Minister Vorster paid his respects,
he who was jailed for collaborating with the Nazis and
who carried the “white man's burden” of apartheid.

There have been so many betrayals, the desecration of
so many memories and hopes in the service of occupation
and racism. But peace is something for Israelis as well.
When Palestinians are free the burden of becoming
brutalizers will be lifted and there can be a real future for
Israelis too.

The Jewish custom is to write a prayer on a slip of paper
and to push it into the cracks of the wall. The cracks are
bulging with crumbling notes to God. | wipe my face and
scrawl on a shred of paper, “Free Palestine,” and press it
into the rock. O

only a single understaffed and under-

as Catholic Relief Services, AMIDEAST,
and ANERA))

U.S. economic aid comes in many shapes
and sizes but ultimately serves the same
purpose. For example, a $500 million “de-
velopment” plan for the occupied territories
has been in the works now for over two and
a half years. To be funded by the United
States, approved by Israel, and im-
plemented by the Jordanian government, the
plan purportedly will “improve the quality
of life” for Palestinians under occupation.

Its political motivation, however, is to do
away with independent Palestinian national
leadership and create a “replacement” for
that leadership, one acceptable to Jordan,
Israel, and the United States. Part of the
$500 million the United States has pledged
would be used to pay Palestinian individuals
in exchange for their loyalty to the authors
of the plan. Commenting on the five-year
plan, Israeli journalist Odeed Thammout
wrote, “The main idea [of the plan] was that
by creating economic stability in the West
Bank, it is possible to encourage the de-
velopment of a local leadership ... to
weaken the influence of the PLO and
strengthen the circles that support Jordan.”

In addition to the political benefits, Israel
foresees commercial dividends for itself.
U.S. funds channeled into the West Bank
would relieve the Israeli government of
some of its already miniscule financial re-
sponsibility there, enabling it to more profit-
ably enjoy the considerable benefits of a
captive Palestinian market for Israeli goods
and services.

sraeli reliance on large infusions of aid
and the potential leverage over Israeli
policies the United States wields as pro-
vider of that aid were noted by former Con-
gressman Paul McCloskey in his address to
the Third United Nations International Meet-

the Question of Palestine in Vienna:

| do not think that anyone questions
that if the United States were to say to
Israel: “We will cut off $4.5 billion in
aid next year unless you cease build-
ing your settlements on the West
Bank, unless you allow free and fair
elections of mayors on the West Bank,
unless you honor resolution 242 and
leave the occupied territories with
your military forces,” | do not think
there is any question but that in Is-
rael’s current circumstances, Israel
would sooner or later take those steps.
McCloskey assumes, however, that the
very lIsraeli belligerence which ought to
prompt the U.S. government to withhold
aid is contrary to Washington's wishes.
Damage-control experts in the Reagan ad-
ministration would certainly prefer lIsraeli
aggression to assume the lowest possible
profile so as to minimize embarassment or
diplomatic squabbles over human-rights
matters. But Israel is doing precisely what
the United States pays it to do in the region.
As long as Israel does that job well, the
United States will reward it not punish it.
In a November interview, Noam
Chomsky described Israel’s role as the gov-
ernment sees it:

What the U.S. wants is a Sparta ... a
highly militarized state, technologi-
cally advanced, a pariah state. That is
very crucial so that it will be depen-
dent on the U.S. for survival and avail-
able to carry out missions for the U.S.
in the region as a threat to several
radical nations and also throughout
the world. So it is an agency of U.S.
power throughout a good deal of the
world. If the U.S. wants to evade a
blockade, as it did against Rhodesia,
it (can) use Israel as an intermediary.
As a “Sparta,” “intermediary,” “agency

foreign policy, Israel has thus far been a real
bargain. It can export arms, its own or U.S.-
made, legally or illegally, military advisors
and technology, and the technology of occu-
pation, to wherever is of strategic value to
but technically out of bounds for the United
States.

The Israeli peace movement has
cautioned that virtually unlimited and un-
conditional aid to Israel has long insulated
the Israeli government and Israelis them-
selves from economic damage that normally
would have resulted from the expensive bur-
den of oppressing another people and oc-
cupying their land. Their message is that as
long as such aid flows freely, the Israeli
government will have no pressing reason to
change its ways. In other words, it will see
no reason to do its part to release the Pales-
tinian people from occupation, disposses-
sion and statelessness.

The Christian Science Monitor echoed this
view when it stated on August 5, “Israel has
little incentive to move along the peace road
now. So long as Washington will support
Israel with its 1967 conquests, Israel might
as well rock along with things as they are.”
Since Israel’s war against the Palestinians
and neighboring countries has been financed
with U.S. dollars, the incentive to build a
“peace road” can only come by reining in
U.S. aid to Israel. O

Goal of Occupation...

Continuedfrom page 3

The latest outbreak of repression in which
Israeli roadblocks sparked massive violence
against Palestinians and an equally massive
wave of protest is only part of a long series
of university and hospital closings, tempo-
rary or permanent. The only hospital in the
old city of Jerusalem was closed, leaving

supplied facility to handle all the difficult
cases in the West Bank.

The Palestinian press, which is permitted
only in East Jerusalem, faces constant and
often arbitrary censorship. Periodically the
Israeli authorities have shut down newspap-
ers, such as the recent closure of Al-Mithaq
newspaper and Al-Ahad magazine. News-
paper reporters and editors have been muz-
zled under town arrest orders or expelled;
Akram Haniyeh, editor of Al-Sha’ab news-
paper, is the most recent victim of expul-
sion, apparently at the request of King Hus-
sein.

Houses of families of those accused of
resistance activities are immediately blown
up without waiting for the results of criminal
trials. Sometimes rooms or apartments are
sealed when the accused did not inhabit the
entire building. Collective punishment is
also meted out to entire towns and refugee
camps, including forcing people to perform
humiliating acts at the whim of soldiers.

hese “lron Fist” policies are propel-
led by growing anti-Arab racism
among lIsraeli Jews. The fanatic set-
tler movement invokes the name of God to
“justify” the seizure of land and denial of
Palestinian rights, but extremist Meir
Kahane’s program to drive all Palestinians
out of the West Bank and Gaza is only a
cruder, and more honest, way of stating
what has become Israeli government policy.
Twenty years of sending Israeli youth to
patrol the streets of Palestinian cities, vil-
lages, and refugee camps has brutalized an
entire generation of Israelis with the arro-
gance and viciousness that inevitably cor-
rupts occupiers.

While many Israelis regard their coloniza-
tion of the West Bank and Gaza as a “divine”
mission, international law thinks otherwise.

Continued on page 6
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Editorial

In Occupied Palestine and in Lebanon:

Palestinians Fight for Thelr Rights

nce again, the “War of the Camps” erupted in Lebanon, with Palestinians

throughout Lebanon under attack by Amal and elements of the Lebanese army.

Also again, Palestinians living under Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza
rose up against Israeli military domination in scores of demonstrations that cost the lives of
several Palestinian youths.

Is there a connection between these two apparently separate conflicts? We think so. In
both situations, Palestinians are fighting for their very survival, not only the survival of in-
dividuals and families, but the survival of the Palestinians as a people.

In Lebanon, Amal’s attacks are coordinated with Israeli airraids on Palestinian positions.
This grave situation is not just a military battle but one which targets Palestinian civilians
and produces numerous atrocities. Amal continues to assert the rationale that it merely
wants to prevent the Palestinians from re-establishing their pre-1982 military presence in
Lebanon. But the nature of the recent attacks belies such motives. And some leaders of
Amal have openly stated that their objective is to drive a large part of the Palestinian popu-
lation out of Lebanon entirely. Amal, which is based in the disenfranchised Lebanese
Shi’ite community, is pursuing a sectarian policy for Lebanon as a whole, a policy which
is openly encouraged by Israel. Amal wants to dominate the Moslem sector of Lebanese so-
ciety in order to broker a new power-sharing arrangement with the Phalangists, who domi-
nate the Christian sector. This arrangement would maintain the existing, and inherently dis-
criminatory, confessional state.

Israel went into Lebanon in 1982 precisely to inflame such sectarian fragmentation. Is-
rael’s proxy in the south, the South Lebanese Army led by Colonel Lahad, however, has
failed in its mission of dominating southern Lebanon for Israel.

Thus the stage was set for an intersection of interests between Amal and Israel. Israeli ob-
jectives in Lebanon include the further dispersal and fragmentation of the Palestinian civi-
lian population and its social and political institutions. With its strong base in the south and
in Beirut, Amal is the only party to the conflict which is both willing and able to attempt to
crush the Palestinians.

Amal also wants to prevent Israel from attacking the south. Israel has agreed to that con-
dition in exchange for Amal’s policing the region and preventing Palestinian operations of
self-defense and resistance. The PLO continues to assert, in accordance with well-estab-
lished agreements in the Arab world, that it has the right to defend Palestinian rights in
Lebanon. The PLO is defending the very existence of Palestinians in Lebanon.

Israel invaded Lebanon in 1982 for other reasons, as well. One strong motivating factor
for that invasion was the notion that if the PLO were destroyed in Lebanon, Palestinian op-
position to Israel’s annexationist plans for the West Bank and Gaza would collapse in polit-
ical disarray. This proved to be awrong judgmentin 1982—and again today. Palestinians in
the West Bank and Gaza were aroused by the current fighting in Lebanon with this aware-
ness. Yet, while Amal has been continuing Israel’s plan of destroying the PLO, the Palestin-
ian resistance has, once again, rebuffed the onslaught. Palestinian students in the West
Bank and Gaza rose up with their compatriots in Lebanon to show solidarity with the plight
and demands of their embattled people but also to show that their own resistance has been
encouraged by the brave—and successful—fight in Lebanon. Despite all claims by the Is-
raeli authorities that soldiers aim for the feet of teenaged youth, the many who continue to
die from head wounds expose the ugly hand of the occupiers. The fact that this uprising has
continued despite the loss of many lives underscores the determination to resist of the Pal-
estinians living under Israeli rule.

The message of both battles should be clear: The Palestinian people refuse to be de-
stroyed. They continue to demand their rights, whether it is their right to live in peace and
security in refuge in Lebanon and to pursue their resistance against Israeli aggression with-
out constraints, or whether it is their right to say NO! to the Israeli occupation and to seek
self-determination and independence in their homeland. The uprising indicates that Pales-
tinians reject all the schemes of occupation and annexation, whether they are carried out by
the violence of the “Iron Fist” or by the sweet talk and bribes of the King Hussein-Israeli-
U.S. plan to “improve the quality of life” for Palestinians in an effort to sugarcoat the brutal
realities of occupation.

While the internal strife of Lebanon has many causes, one cause—the intervention by Is-
rael—has heightened all the rest. And so, when we examine the situation in Lebanon along
with that of the West Bank and Gaza, we see one dominant factor: the expansionist ambi-
tions of the Israeli government. Behind the hand of Israeli policies lies the responsibility of
our own government’s uncritical support for Israel, despite all its violations of international
law and human rights. Certainly, our government can play a crucial role in stopping the vio-
lence—but only when public opinion is so aroused that long-held assumptions of U.S.
policies in the Middle East are effectively challenged. In 1987, with Israel’s occupation of
the West Bank, Gaza, and Golan Heights reaching its twentieth year, we have the opportu-
nity to launch just such a challenge. O

in terms of the

Goal of Occupation...

Continuedfrom page 5

Land confiscation, annexation of territory,
the settlement of an occupier’s population in
an occupied land, expulsion of Palestin-
ians—all the abuses of the Israeli occupa-
tion are expressly forbidden according to
the Geneva conventions which aimed at out-
lawing the kind of behavior engaged in by
Nazi Germany during World War Il. Interna-
tional law, embodied in the United Nations
charter, also recognizes that a people living

under occupation have an absolute right to
resist their occupiers.

Meron Benvenisti, formerly vice mayor
of Jerusalem, heads the West Bank Data
Project which examines Israeli practices.
After studying the Israeli role in Gaza, he
called it the “Soweto of the Middle East.”
Michigan Congressman George Crockett re-
turned from a recent trip to the West Bank
to declare that Apartheid was what he had
seen there. And members of a delegation
from the National Conference of Black
Lawyers entitled their report, “Bantustans
in the Promised Land.” The comparison
with South Africa is inescapable, and the

comparison holds true
stamina of the people to stand up and assert
their basic rights against overwhelming mil-
itary might.

Instead of pressuring Israel to withdraw,
the Reagan administration now speaks about
“improving the quality of life” of Palestin-
ians living under military occupation.
Reagan’s “solution” is to place Palestinians
under the double burden of Israeli and Jorda-
nian authority. King Hussein’s assignment
is to smother Palestinian national aspirations
under “development” schemes. By funnel-
ing money into the West Bank and Gaza
through King Hussein, the Reagan adminis-

tration and lIsraeli government hope to pry
the Palestinians loose from their overwhelm-
ing support for the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization.

But surrender to a crime against human-
ity—and that is what the Israeli occupation
amounts to—is no solution. An interna-
tional consensus recognizes that the PLO is
the sole legitimate representative of the Pal-
estinian people and that the people of the
West Bank and Gaza must be free to exercise
their self-determination in an independent
state. The only solution to the occupation is
to end it. After twenty years, the time has
come. O

Bv Hilton Obenzinger

The news reports that refugee camps are under attack
in Lebanon or that Palestinian students demonstrating in
the West Bank are shot dead. Who are these people, in
flesh and blood, notjust the flicker on TV news? One way
to find out is to get After the Last Sky: Palestinian Lives by
Edward Said, with photographs by Jean Mohr ($14.95,
Pantheon Books). It delves into the daily reality and souls
of the Palestinian people, poignantly expressed by the
lines of poet Mahmoud Darwish from which the book
takes its title: “Where should we go after the last frontiers,
where should the birds fly after the last sky?” In an
exciting artistic collaboration, both author and photo-
grapher play off each other’s perceptions, giving the
reader a unique insight into the experience of occupation
and exile, the memories and all the difficulties Palestin-
ians have endured as they faced the growth of the Zionist
project. Edward Said uses the work of Belgian photo-
grapher Mohr to write a moving meditative description of
Palestinian identify.

For example, in a group wedding portrait in Badawi
camp in Tripoli, Lebanon, taken beside a car, Said sees a
deeper significance to the whole scene, particularly the
car, a Mercedes with its D sticker identifying it as Ger-
man. He sees “the paradox of mobility and insecurity.”

Wherever we Palestinians are, we are not in our
Palestine, which no longer exists. You travel from
one end of the Arab world to the other, in Europe,
Africa, the Americans, Australia, and there you
find Palestinians like yourself who, like yourself,
are subject to special laws, a special status, the
markings of a force and violence not yours. Exiles
at home as well as abroad, Palestinians also still
inhabit the territory of former Palestine (Israel, the
West Bank, Gaza), in sadly reduced ciircumstances.
They are either ‘the Arabs of Judea and Samaria,’
or, in Israel, ‘non-Jews.” Some are referred to as
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‘present absentees.” In Arab countries, except for
Jordan, they are given special cards identifying
them as ‘Palestinian refugees.” and even where they
are respectable engineers, teachers, business peo-
ple, or technicians, they know that in the eyes of
their host country they will always be aliens. Inevit-
ably, photographs of Palestinians today include this
fact and make it visible.

A truly remarkable book. It describes the Palestinian
condition of existence in powerful terms, from such a
“paradox of mobility and insecurity” to the assertions of
identity and determination.

The whole issue of Soviet Jews—made much of as a
“human rights” issue by the Reagan administration, Con-
gress, and the Zionist movement—is one that demands
serious investigation. At the very least, a certain amount
of consistency is called for, as revealed by the recent
actions of Natan (originally Anatoly) Shcharansky (re-
cently allowed to leave the Soviet Union to join his wife
in Israel). Shcharansky was approached by Palestinians to
raise his voice in opposition to human rights violations by
the Israeli government (particularly the case of Akram
Haniyeh, editor of Al-Sha’ab, recently deported by the
Israeli authorities). After the meeting, in which
Shcharansky expressed sympathy, he received a storm of
abuse for meeting with representatives of the PLO, "ter-
rorists,” etc., etc. All of which elicited a statement con-
demning the PLO and “terrorism” by Shcharansky, and
not a peep on Israeli human rights’ violations. Hypocrisy,
double standards, intellectual dishonesty, and cowardice.
Is this the stamp of a hero, or a chauvinist pawn?

Perhaps we should be thankful for small things. At least
the little affair caused one of the few times that the media
even mentioned the expulsions of journalists, doctors,
trade unionists, and others by the Israeli occupation. Im-
agine if such goings-on occurred in the Soviet Union? We
wouldnt be able to ignore the barrage against the “Evil
Empire.”

June 6th, 1987. The twentieth anniversary of the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Golan
Heights, we’d like to briefly note some books available
for anyone interested in learning about the occupation:

Occupation: Israel Over Palestine, edited by Naseer
Aruri (Zed Books), details the transformation of Palestin-
ian society as a result of the Israeli occupation. This Is Our
Land: The West Bank Under Israeli Occupation, by Jan
Metzger, Martin Orth, and Christian Sterzing (Zed
Books), presents a view of Israel’s treatment of Palestin-
ians by German journalists. The Third Way: A Journal of
Life in the West Bank (also published as Samed), by Raja
Shehadeh (Quartet Books), is an examination of the occu-
pation by aWest Bank lawyer. Bantustan Gaza, by Richard
Locke and Anthony Stewart (Zed Books), offers a suc-
cinct survey of conditions on the Gaza Strip.

Also, for background, some “classics” in the field are
invaluable. Our Roots Are Still Alive: The Story of the
Palestinian People, by People’s Press (Institute for Inde-
pendent Social Journalism), still presents the best intro-
duction to the Palestinian/Zionist conflict. And Palestin-
ians: From Peasants to Revolutionaries, by Rosemary
Sayegh (Zed Books), provides a scientific examination of
the destruction of the traditional Palestinian class structure
and the transformation of Palestinian society under the
impact of the Zionist project.

All of these books, plus many others, are available by
mail from the Arabic Book Center, P.O. Box 6678, San
Francisco, CA 94101-6678 or from Medialink Interna-
tional, 191 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Write
for complete catalogs. O



Unraveling...

Cvnamtnzjivm oc;* 1

We need to know »h\ U.S. Middle East policy seems calculated to maximize bloodsr.ee
anc to frustrate nsiice aac x a s . We need to refocus the .mention of American public opm-
s00 00 the trae source of conflict in the Middie Eistt Israel's continued occupation of Pales-
tinian land and the blocking of any manifestation of Palestinian self-determination, all
backed by a growing direct U.S. military presence in the region

A full investigation of U.S. aid to Israel is mandatory. How have U.S. arms and aid
moniesended up in the handso f the Iranian government, the coneras, and the South .African
armed forces?There is re (Arrsigh: over U.S aid to Israel While we believe all U S. aid to
Israel hinders peace, areasonable hrst step would be to demand a detailed and purl:; ac-

counting to Congress of how it is st\ent

Currently, funds are turned over to the Israeli government with no follow up or reporting
Other governments receiving aid are required to explain every expenditure. and U S aid
nffiriak monitor every penny. Only Israel is given a flee hand a certain formula for the
kind of covert cash 3ow s revealed in the Iran-contra deal

Along with the Pollard espionage case. Israel's enthusiastic suppor. for Star Wars, ar.d Is-
rael’s role as a middleman in myriad deals, the case is strong that Israel is a L.S. ally thai

McCarthvism...

h'r nasr |

to me policies of Israel. even when Isnael
uses invasion and high-technology ter-
rorism against civilians. Tne U.S govern-
ment remains totally dominated by this pro-
Israel position ever as the Israeli govern-
ment mamtams an occupation of the West
Bank of the Jordan Re er.

ur commission disagrees with sig-
O nificant parts of Reagan adminis-

tration policy in the Middle East.
We tore that he has handled terror sm badly
\Ve disagree with significant parts of Israel,
polio Inthe Middle East Their war policy
has been ruthless and their occupation pol-
icy and methods abhorrent.

We hope to advance toward peace in the
Middle East by encouraging dialogue and
negotiations among all of the involved par-
ties.

Tne attack on Councilman Johnson is an
extension of the practice of preventing an
open analysis of the crisis in the Middle
East. Tne attack oc Councilman Johnson is
an attack on us. fee we share similar posi-
tions on the Middle East. We are willing to
face dissent and criticism, but we are re-
pulsed ai the smear tactics being used
against Councilman Johnson.

In the 19S4 presidential election. Jesse
Jackson promoted a policy of respect for
both the Palestinians and the Israelis For

Spiro...

C-TCiMureir '

he same mistake is made by many
I Palestinians who make the ecuanon
that Zionism is equal to Naziism.
which re the same mistake of demonizatioa
of the enemy which prevents dial ogue Iam
also disturbed at this easy use of the term
"Naziism." which | believe is a unique
phenomenon, which should be kept unique
and not brought into the banal, day-to-day
rhetoric. No Palestinian ever suggested a
plan to exterminate all Jews around the
world as the Nazis did. .And | do not know
any Jew »ho did the same with the Palestin-
ians. Things are bad enough without it.
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this relic' he was ruthlessly attacked. Oi-
fens . m by Re* Farrakhar

the problem, but the attack on Jackson oc-
curred before the Farrakhan remarks and
continued . after me remarks rad

The attacks on Re-. Jacks n
were mounted because he cared to asser.
that Palestinians. . ¢ have human r.gr.ts
Black American txolitkal discussion .s one

"Black political
leaders have been
almost alone in
recognizing that the
Palestinians are the
victims of high-
technology terror,
wars, and
displacement. "'—
Social Concerns
Commission,
Diocese of
Sacramento

of a few arenas where the pro-lsrael: posi-

tion does not have complete domination
We have seen similar campaigns in this

state with the extended attemrt to embarrass

So one of my themes :s to humanize each
other's enemy. | say to the Israelis. ""Tnre is
the enemy. But he :s a human being. Be-
cause he :s the enemy, we have to talk to
him." On the other side. | think it is \ery
important not to feed the Isnael: fears that
mere are certain .Arab iews to eliminate the
state of Israe.

These r» 0 people have similar rights The
solution has to be based on mutual recogni-
tion. There should be do double language
about the right of Isnael to exist and the right
of Palestinians to exist. This dual approach
is very important.

There should be adistinction between the
right of Israel to exist and the right to
criticize the Israeli government While | do
not question the right of Israel to exist. |
question very much the policy of the Israel:
government. People around the world nave
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thinks it knows how to fight the "evil empire” bezer than its mentor. Recent revelations
confirm Israel s massive nuclear capability. The American public must boldly question oar
government's relationship with Israel now. before we are drawn into a nuclear conflagration

because of Israel's expansionist ambitions.

And while we hope that the burge ;rmg crisis will derail Ronald Reagan's interventionist
program fewthe last two years of his term, the danger is still there for more violence and suf-
fering. As the current scandal begar. to break, the Reagar, acrr.m strat :r. effectr.ely sabi-i-
aaed the Iceland agreement to eliminate nuclear weapons by purposely violating the SAIT
Il arms treaty. What will come rex:" Will U S planes bomb Tripoli arc Benghazi again. or
Damascus? Will U.S. troops invade Nicaragua? After the bizarre behavior exposed in the

latest "gate.- we car only .

at the Reagan, ad—

strat on scarable :: ary a;: °

matter now dangerous cr absurd, that threatens wcrlc re”;e
But the Reagan administration's growing scandal also brings a rare opportunity aid ie-
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reign m
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mament, and all the other issues tied together in the current affair. Foe more than anything
else, the facts revealed already presen.: a sear.ng :nd:;mter.t fL’.S.pt ties

nat:on Ar.d reversing those pt c:es
cooperation must be our hrst priority. Z

Mayor Bradley of Lc> Angeles becu_se of
the appearance of the Rev. Farrakhan in
that ;ity The rro-lIsrael forces .nsist that a
Black politician be 200 percent pro-Israel in

rue: r.o:  be artacked r ..e DLa-g
iTwrec:i_.cz .~ .. *—. . ~ - 7r-
new U5 p__y the Zluule East, e'.en

though the present p: ;y s ;learly fa rg
to promote even a peacef- res _t - fthe
conflict.
Th. - same uscr.....at ry process has
emerged :n the Sacranertc County
nae for county s.perv sa Ir: lue
.'“hhson sbem.g asked t repudiate a speech
made at a memor.a. sen-ice tor - etims ot a
massacre. Wr.at is he to say. tha: he does not
re eot me massacre Rao nt me me
of a speech mace rs years ago s a cynical
anemr: to seek personal p; ::;al am. antage
from the present cr.s.s :n the M:ddle East

The smear ;ampa gr _ -_ nages _nder-
syncing ire iniiy sis
T-r orersure tc i rely f: ow the Israe

r¥ol;;y withcut ar.alysis of human rights,
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of the United States is strong it affects most
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right of a pressure group
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Interview with Israeli Peace Activist, Gideon Spiro

Committee to Confront the Iron Fist

Gideon Spiro is a long-time activist for
peace and Palestinian rights; he was a
spokesperson for the Committee in Solidar-
ity with Bir Zeit University and the Commit-
tee Against the War in Lebanon. Currently,
he is one oftwo spokespersonsfor the Com-
mittee to Confront the Iron Fist, which is
based in Jerusalem. Spiro is also aformer
paratrooper and a member of Yesh Gvul
(“There is a Limit’"), a group of Israeli
soldiers who refused to fight in Lebanon.
Spiro is also thefirst Israeli government
employee to be punished under a law which
prohibits public criticism of government
policy because ofnine letters to newspapers
written between 1981 and 1984. The court
dismissed him from his post, barred him
from working for the governmentfor five
years, and took away all hispension rights.
Palestine Focus interviewed Spiro while
he was touring the United States in October
1986.
PF: What is the Committee to Confront the
Iron Fist?
GS: The Committee to Confront the lron
Fist (CCIF) is a reaction to the “Iron Fist”
policy declared by Israeli Defense Minister
(Yitzhak) Rabin a little more than a year ago
when demonstrations took place in the West
Bank and there was a lot of unrest, in He-
brew referred to as “riots.” Rabin decided to
deploy many military units of the regular
army, youngsters, in (Palestinian) cities to

cal views and do not lump them all together.
I even developed a personal relationship
with one of them.

PF: How have the Israeli authorities treated
the committee?

GS: Generally, we are allowed to function.
The fact that we are based in Jerusalem
makes it difficult for the Israeli authorities
to implement the measures in force in the
West Bank against us. We demonstrated
twice with police authorization in East
Jerusalem which is annexed; they gave us a
license.

However, the masses do not come, not
even from the Palestinian side. People are
very cautious. We were demonstrating
against administrative detention and expul-
sions from the country of Palestinians. We
also demonstrated in front of the central
headquarters of the |Israeli army in
Jerusalem; one hundred people came: fifty
Palestinians and fifty Israelis. | thought this
was very meager considering that one
hundred thousand Palestinians live in
Jerusalem.

I spoke to Faisal Husseini (a leading Pal-

estinian member of the committee) about it
and expressed disappointment that so few
Palestinians came. He said | should never
forget that they are under occupation. Even
in East Jerusalem, everyone is subject to
police harassment. But he also thought that
our publicity was poor; we did not give out

It is legitimate to criticize Israel. Criticism of
Israel is not anti-Semitism.

show a strong (lIsraeli) presence. They pat-
rolled the streets 24 hours a day. Almost
every Palestinian was subject to some kind
of harassment or humiliation, searches.This
policy was followed by a lot of arrests, some
of them administrative detentions, and ex-
pelling people from the country.

This policy was connected with many Is-
raeli officials. Israelis and Palestinians who
knew each other before thought about form-
ing the firstjoint committee in which Israelis
and Palestinians would work together to
raise a voice against the violation of human
rights in the West Bank.

We knew in advance that we couldn’
agree on the total solution for the Middle
East, so the committee never adopted acom-
prehensive solution. We agreed to disagree.
This enables us to avoid a lot of internal
discussion because we agreed that regard-
less of the final solution, the Palestinians
should enjoy civil rights. They cannot be
denied these rights. Violations of human
rights are taking place daily.

We decided to monitor these violations,
to protest, to write letters, to issue press
releases, to hold sit-ins, and to influence
world public opinion —there is a foreign
press in Israel. That is what we’ve been
doing for a year. We can’t say that we’ve
changed the course of history yet. But our
committee is living proof of the possibility
of working together and having a dialogue.
That is important in the present cir-
cumstances.

PF: Are there other joint Israeli-Palestinian
committees?

GS: Ours is the only one. It is still very
young. There are a lot of problems, and it is
not easy. We handle things with much care.
The Palestinians in the committee have
shown wisdom by not confronting the im-
possible.

From working together, 1’ve met a lot of
Palestinians I didn’t know before. Some of
them show a lot of political maturity which
I was surprised to find given the cir-
cumstances in which they are living. It was
most surprising for me get to know some of
the prisoners who were released in the ex-
change. Some people spent seventeen or
twenty years in Israeli jails and came out as
people who do not hate. They are very re-
markable and politically very mature and
eager for cooperation. They know how to
distinguish between lIsraelis and their politi-

enough leaflets and announce

enough.

it widely

0 our demonstrations are generally

sit-ins which have the advantage that

you do not have to request a license
for fewer than fifty people. If there are one
hundred, you must ask the police who can
say no. Under the present guidelines, the
Israeli state prosecutor views demonstra-
tions of fewer than fifty as a protest group
which does not need a license. You only
have to notify the police in advance. We are
using itto our advantage. So far this strategy
has worked. The police come and surround
us; we sit with our placards. We protested
the closure of the newspaper, Al-Mithag.

So, through the committee | met new
Palestinians | did not know before, addi-
tional to those | knew from my earlier posi-
tion as spokesman for the Israeli Committee
in Solidarity with Bir Zeit University. | am
very encouraged about a possible solution
when 1 meet people like Faisal Husseini
because he is a Palestinian nationalist with
all his commitment. He is one of the people
who give hope that democracy and sec-
ularism can be a possibility within the
framework of a Palestinian state.

Faisal never gave up his secular and
democratic solution, but he understands that
at the present time it is not realistic. But one
is allowed to believe that one day it will
come true. In the meantime, he will accept
a two-state solution without giving up the
long-range aim. And | can live with it from
a Palestinian. | do not expect him to become
a Zionist.

PF: What is the state of the Israeli peace
movement in general?

GS: The invasion of Lebanon was the high-
water mark of the Israeli peace movement.
And the crest within it was the 400,000-
strong demonstration in response to Sabra
and Shatila. It was one of the few moments
since 1967 when | was proud to be an Israeli.

Since the withdrawal of the main Israeli
forces from Lebanon —the total withdrawal
never took place—and because there are al-
most no casualties in Lebanon any more,
there is a sharp decline of the peace move-
ment. Peace Now is in a kind of slippery
period, and there is not much activity vis a
vis the West Bank because it is much more
difficult to mobilize Israelis against the oc-
cupation of the West Bank. Partly it is be-
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cause it still works. The average lIsraeli is
not bothered with it on a daily basis.

The occupation, from the official Israeli
point of view, is a success to date. So those
people who are motivated by democratic
and humanistic values, who are disturbed at
the injustice inflicted on the Palestinians,
and who are willing to take an active part in
struggling against it are not very many. |
think it would be similar in other countries
around the world. The people who are work-
ing are only those who are motivated on a
political, moral level without motivation by
immediate, material needs; such people are
always only a small part of society.

Y in the United States; the masses

started to join the opposition when
it was not a success. The same thing hap-
pened in Lebanon. In the beginning, most
Israelis supported it. When the war was a
failure, the opposition grew. People were
finally ready to hear us.

In the West Bank, the occupation still
works. There are many people who will tell
you they are not comfortable with it, but it
is not enough to bring them into the streets
or play an active role. I am sure that the
number of Americans who are unhappy with
the American intervention in Nicaragua is
much larger than the number who are really
active in the field. It is far away and does
not really disturb you in your daily life.

The peace movement in Israel is now in
a period of decline. The Palestinian problem
has faced us for the last twenty years, and
we do not see any changes which would
bring people out into the streets. Twenty
years of occupation did a lot of damage
even to peace groups in Israel in the sense
that they are not ready to follow the same
course that they would endorse in similar
situations in other countries.

They cross the border into the West Bank
without high security. Thousands of Israelis
going every weekend to buy in the markets
of the West Bank gives many the feeling that
it is already a part of us. The fact that one
and one-half million Palestinians do not
have civil rights does not bother them
enough to go out into the streets. We are
now a kind of small watchdog, trying to be
a beacon reminding the Israelis that things
are not normal.

PF: How would the peace movement and
the Israeli people respond to an attack
against Syria?

GS: The Lebanon war taught a lesson. | do
not know how long the lesson will be valid,
but they should be very careful before
launching a war. If they want to preserve
democracy, at least for Jews inside the 1967
borders, then they have to take into consider-
ation the support for the war after the first
six days. If they do not have a war which is
successfully completed in six days, they will
have to think very carefully. This is one of
the lessons the Israeli leaders learned.

But | believe that the present Israeli
course must bring us into the next war. |

ou could see it in the Vietnam war

his scares me very much because

there is a tremendous buildup on

both sides. Already Syria has the
capacity to destroy parts of Haifa and Tel
Aviv with missiles. | am afraid that the next
war will be the first war with many Israeli
civilian casualties. In reprisal, Israel may
try to wipe out Damascus. Then we would
never know when and how Israel would
make use of its nuclear capacity, which is a
terrible danger because lIsrael is a nuclear
power which has not signed the nonprolifer-
ation treaty. So under the present cir-
cumstances, a war with Syria is inevitable
because of the Israel refusal to negotiate on
the Golan Heights or on the Palestinian
question.

If Israel initiates a war with Syria in simi-
lar Conditions as in Lebanon, there will be
very strong resistance to the war, especially
if there are many civilian casualties. But if
they are able to maneuver the Syrians into
starting the war, most Israelis will stand be-
hind the government. In the Yom Kippur
War there were no refusals. “First we have
to fight,” they will say, “and then later we
will discuss it.” Because if an Arab country
attacks Israel, 95 percent will say first we
have to fight back to defeat the military
danger, then we will discuss politics. So it
makes a very big difference who formally
starts the war. Nobody can predict how
things will take place except to say that
certainly we are on a collision course.

PF: How do you describe your own view in
general?

GS: | am motivated by democratic and
humanistic values. These values are only
valid if they are implemented universally. |
consider myself an Israeli patriot committed
to the state of Israel but to a peaceful, demo-
cratic state. Because | believe that human
rights are universal, we cannot exclude the
Palestinians from these rights. | believe they
have the same rights as | have: the right to
self-determination and the right to national
sovereignty. That is why | support a two-
state solution.

There should be a withdrawal to the bor-
ders of 1967. A Palestinian state will be
established in those areas. A peace treaty
will be signed between those two parties
after negotiation between Israel and the
PLO, which represents the Palestinian peo-
ple as | recognize it.

I think it is important to emphasize that
today there is an attempt to demonize the
enemy on both sides: the Israelis are trying

A war with Syria is inevitable because of the
Israeli refusal to negotiate on the Golan
Heights or on the Palestinian question.

cannot say how it will start. Inevitably it
will take place for two reasons. First, as
long as we are ruling another people, the
source of the continuation of the conflict
exists. Certainly as long as Israel is not
ready to negotiate about the annexation of
the Golan Heights, they have clearly
notified Syria that the only way to regain the
Golan is through military means. It is clear
that the whole buildup is about the fight for
the Golan. There is Assad's concept of
strategic balance. Israel gave the incentive
for it by its refusal to negotiate over the
Golan Heights.

to paint the Palestinians as a collective
bunch of terrorists and Jew Killers. And
Begin once compared Arafat to Hitler in the
Knesset and called Palestinians, “two-leg-
ged animals.” | find it intolerable that this
brings the emotions to such a level that no
dialogue is possible. Because if they are
Nazis, the logical conclusion is to eliminate
them.

Continued on page 7



