Histadrut and Arab Labor

IN ADDITION to the familiar charges about

Zionist “imperialism” and the “landless Arab”
—phantoms to be laid only to rise again—we
now hear about the “boycott” of Arab labor. A
statement of Ben-Gurion's is widely misquoted;
horror-stricken champions of Arab rights point
to the picketing of ‘“Arab labor". Presumably
responsible journals carry information to the effect
that the chief purpose of the Jewish Federation
of Labor is to keep work from the hungry Arab
masses. In short, a mixture of ignorance and
wilful misrepresentation is combining to create a
far from flattering picture of the Palestinian labor
movement. From some sources the public is get-
ting a view of the Histadut as a group, which
having gotten a stranglehold of the Palestinian
labor market, is determined to defend this in-
decent monopoly at all costs. Honest Arab toil-
ers, seeking to earn their daily bread, are kept
from work by the vigilant egoism of the organized
Jewish workers of Palestine.

The fact that these charges are false will not
prevent their regular repetition in certain quarters;
nevertheless, the uninformed should know the
exact position of the Histadut in regard to Arab-
Jewish relations. What truth is there behind the
barrage of malicious phrases calculated to wring
the sympathies of a liberal public?

In the first place, no one realizes better than
the Palestinian labor movement that the interests
of the Jewish masses cannot be divorced from the
interests of the Arab masses. In view of the
libellous propaganda about the Histadrut’s atti-
tude towards the Arab worker now prevalent, it
is important to note the official declaration of the
Palestinian Labor movement on this crucial ques-
tion. In 1928, the General Federation of Jewish
Labor in Palestine and the Zionist Socialist Labor
Party submitted a joint statement on this and al-
lied problems to the British Commonwealth Labor
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Conference. These are the words of the docu-
ment: ‘“The Jewish labor movement considers
the Arab population as an integral element of
this country. It is not to be thought of that Jewish
settlers should displace this population, nor estab-
lish themselves at its expense. This would not
only be impossible both from the political and the
economic stand-point, but it would run counter to
the moral conception lying at the root of the
Zionist movement. Jewish immigrants who come
to this country to live by their own labor regard
the Arab working man as their compatriot and
fellow worker, whose needs are their needs and
whose future, their future. The realization of
Zionism is therefore envisaged as the creation of
a new economy, not to replace the existing Arab
economy, but to complement it.”

The Palestine Labor Movement is too realistic
as well as idealistic, not to understand that a
great mass of backward, unorganized native
workers is a constant menace to the higher-paid
Jewish worker. It knows very well that the econ-
omic status of the Arab worker must be raised
not only for the sake of the Arab but to preserve
the standard of life of the Jewish worker who
will otherwise be driven to the wall by the pres-
sure of cheaper labor,

The Histadrut has been occupied with the
problem of organizing Arab workers for years.
It maintains a special department for this purpose
whose object is first to organize Arabs employed
in government projects such as the postal service,
the telegraph and the railroads. The first at-
tempt to organize Arab and Jewish workers in
one union was with the railway workers. The
Histadrut succeeded in organizing a considerable
section of the Arab railway workers within a joint
Arab-Jewish union. Though such joint unions are
more feasible in government projects than in any
other, the practical difficulties of joint unions












