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Lessons for Israel

The Communist Party of Israel is equipped with the 
sharpest ideological weapon — Marxism-Leninism — 
and acts in accordance with the central slogan of Marx 
and Engels: “Workers of all countries unite!” or in other 
words, in accordance with the principles of proletarian 
internationalism. In this way the Jewish-Arab Com­
munist Party of Israel expresses the true national inter­
ests of both peoples in the country.

It is not by chance that our Marxist-Leninist party was 
the only party in Israel which correctly assessed the wars 
which the ruling Zionist circles in Israel ignited in al­
liance with imperialist powers in 1956 and 1967. We 
assessed, and today many people agree with us, that 
those wars were aggressive, colonialist and expansionist 
wars.

It is not by chance that our Marxist-Leninist party 
opposed in a consistent and uncompromising struggle 
from the first moment the new Israeli-American aggres­
sion in Lebanon against the Palestinian and Lebanese 
peoples.

As Marxists we see the problem of Israel and the 
whole Middle East region in the context of the general 
struggle in the world betwen imperialism and reaction on 
the one hand, and socialism and progress on the other, 
between the forces of war and the forces of peace.

As Marxists we see the perspective of the inevitable 
change in the correlation of forces in the Middle East and 
the world, in accordance with the wishes and interests of 
the peoples, and to the detriment of imperialism and 
reaction. Therefore we assess that the continuation of the 
policy of force of the ruling Zionist circles in Israel, the 
continuation of service to the global policy of US im­
perialism against the independent states and against the 
national liberation movements, in the Middle East and 
outside it, and against the Soviet Union and com­
munism; the continuation of the racist and expansionist 
policy against the Palestinian people and other Arab 
peoples — that this policy endangers the very existence 
of Israel as a Middle East state.

We have learned from our own experience how cor­
rect and topical the Marxist assessment is that a people 
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The ruling Zionist circles in Israel are attempting to 
excuse their expansionist aspirations by the necessity of 
“secure frontiers."

Marx wrote: “If borders are to be fixed by military 
interests, there will be no end to claims, because every 
military line is necessarily faulty, and may be improved 
by annexing some more outlying territory; and, 
moreover, they can never be fixed finally and-fairly, 
because they always must be imposed by the conquerer 
upon the conquered, and consequently carry within them 
the seed of fresh wars. Such is the lesson of all history. ’'

“We, Israeli Marxists, have learned from history and 
call upon our people to learn from it; secure frontiers are 
only those which are recognized by all sides, by all 
involved states, that is to say frontiers of peace. Fron­
tiers of peace are based on respect of the rights of all the 
peoples — in our circumstances, respect for the rights of 
the Palestinian Arab people, to establish their own inde­
pendent state under the leadership of the PLO — their 
sole representative — alongside the State of Israel. We 
struggle for the withdrawal of Israel from all the ter­
ritories which it occupied since 1967, and for a jus' 
solution of the question of the Palestinian refugees, ir 
accordance with the UN decisions.

In our struggle against the policy of aggression am 
occupation of the ruling circles in Israel, which is backc 
by U.S. imperialism, we contribute also our share to th 
defense of general peace.

which enslaves another people cannot itself be free, or as 
Marx expressed it: “A people, oppressing another, 
forges its own chains.”

_ Israel now maintains a colonial occupation on the 
territories of three peoples: The Palestinian, Lebanese 
and Syrian. But the people of Israel is not free but 
enslaved by American imperialism.________________

In today’s Israel the danger of fascism has intensified. 
This stems from the policy of war, occupation.and op.- 
pression, from the policy which serves the Israeli finan­
cial and parasitical capital which is connected, with and 
integrated in the financial capital of the U.S, and other 
NATO states.

In the Manifesto of the International Workingmen’s 
Association in 1864 we read: ‘ ‘If the emancipation of the 
working classes requires their fraternal concurrence, 
how are they to fulfill that great mission with a foreign 
policy in pursuit of criminal designs, playing upon na­
tional prejudices, and squandering in piratical wars the 
people’s blood and treasure?”

“Secure Frontiers”



(Continued form page 5)
Peace or War

There must be no neutrality or apathy on the question 
of peace and war. The fate of all the peoples is at stake. 
Our generation can, and must, choose between two 
existing worlds: One is the world of drowning capitalism 
which imperils the very existence of mankind, a sort of 
“Let my soul perish with the Philistines.” As far as it is 
concerned all the world can be destroyed, as long as 
socialism will not be victorious. As against this there is 
the socialist world, which prospers and develops, which 
ceaselessly improves, raises the dignity of people, their 
well-being and culture; which develops democracy and, 
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most important, defends human civilization and the very 
existence of mankind against the danger of nuclear ex­
termination.

In conclusion I want to say: Even if there is no agree­
ment on various subjects, it is the duty of all of us 
towards the masses of the working people in our coun­
tries, towards our peoples, towards the whole of man­
kind, to act together, unitedly for frustrating the plans of 
the imperialist warmongers; for stopping the arms race 
and for disarmament; for extinguishing the hotbeds of 
war — in one word: To save humanity from a worldwide 
catastrophe; for detente in international relations, for 
consolidation of peace in the world, for social prog­
ress. 

Jewish Affairs

“Before Jackson 
There Was Nothing”

By Michael Doran
“Before Jesse there was nothing.”
That was how former New York City Council Presi­

dent and long time political activist Paul O’Dwyer 
boiled down the current political campaign a few weeks 
ago at the Jackson-for-President rally in New York. His 
words appeared to register the feelings of millions of 
people around the country that Jesse Jackson has helped 
to spark a new quality in the presidential race.

Everyone recognizes that below the surface of the 
much publicized hoopla of “economic recovery” there 
is a great fear and unease in the country. The’economic 
recovery” bubble has meant unprecedented profits that 
find the corporate giants holding their breaths in antici­
pation of more to come while “official” figures con­
tinue to register an unemployment rate of 8.2 percent (a 
figure that hides more than it tells), that millions of 
Americans live in the shadow of hunger and mullions 
more are frightened about the loss of some of the most 
basic social services, that schools, public transportation, 
housing, health care, environmental protection and 
other major human needs are in the process of total 
collapse in the face of the most massive budget cuts in 
these areas in history, that the hard fought gains won by 
Blacks, other minorities and women are in terrible 
danger. And despite the sudden attempt to put on the 
new face of “a man of peace”, Americans everywhere 
are more frightened than at any other time in our history 
over the realization that the Reagan administration has 
taken us closer toward a nuclear holocaust than we have 
ever been.

But as always, there has been that terrible dilemma 
posed by a political system dominated by the two parties 
of monopoly. What alternative is there?

Most of the Democratic candidates have been a 
lackluster crew who have turned on nobody — certainly 
not the broad masses of people in the country who face 
the growing problems every day. One of them,Mondale, 
was intimately connected with the backsliding policies 
of the Carter years that paved the way for the election of 
Reagan. Others have taken reactionary positions on 
many of the issues. Still others like Cranston, 
McGovern, and Hart, have taken some god positions but 
have not been able to arouse anything more than a 
ho-hum in an electorate used to good statements by 
politicians before elections and bad policies afterwards. 
And then, Jesse Jackson announced his candidacy. . .

The Jackson campaign has done more than to put a 
new charismatic personality into the race. First, by the 
presence of a Black presidential candidate speaking to 
the needs of Black and white people in this country who 
have been the victims of Reaganism, it has been an 
enormous step forward in the fight against racism. The 
theme of Black-white unity has been a key element in his 
campaign. In Detroit, speaking of the Reagan policies, 
he said, “Hunger knows no race, ignorance knows no 
race, disease knows no race, pain knows no race, nu­
clear bombs know no race.”

A logical outgrowth of this major stride against racism 
is the fact that it has succeeded in moving the entire 
campaign toward where the people are. Jackson himself 
has pointed out the direction. “Reagan has cast a great 
shadow. . . ” he said, again in Detroit. “There is more 
poverty, more people on welfare, more people unem­
ployed, more malnutrition, more tuberculosis, more de­
spair than since 1965. Schools are being closed while


