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Anti-Fascist Unity 
Key in Israel

Greetings to Jewish Affairs

Bon Voyage to Esther and Tom 
Miss you and love you

Jean and Berl _____

Greetings to Jewish Affairs and a contribution of 
$138.00 from friends in Miami Beach, Florida

Jean Carroll Glttelman

The following article appeared in the August 7th 
edition of Det Veg, Yiddish weekly issued by the 
Communist Party of Israel. Translation is by Le­
wis M. Moroze.
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Since the Israeli elections the press has been refer­
ring to a “union” between the Likud and the Labor 
Alignment. The people have been engaged in dis­
cussions regarding this political possibility.

The concept of “national unity” can lead to se­
rious error beause it is essential to keep in mind the 
entire right wing bloc surrounding the Likud as well as 
the forces close to the Labor Alignment. It will then be 
seen that the extreme right has been strengthened in the 
11th Knesset. Characteristic of these developments is 
the fact that the right wing Tehiya Party has five seats 
and there was the election of Meir Kahane. It is also 
necessary to keep in mind the Morasha faction of Haim 
Druckman, an extreme religious nationalist grouping 
with two seats. There are also in the Knesset leading 
spokespersons of other right wing groups. The signifi­
cant fact is that the Likud is now a stronger force and 
that, after the defeat in Lebanon and in spite of the gen­
eral economic crisis.

This also reveals that amongst the people generally 
there took place dangerous developments. The Labor 
Alignment is slipping backwards, though the largest 
grouping in the Knesset, they too lost seats. This is not 
to ignore that they did not go to the right wing parties 
but to Shinui and Shulamit Aloni’s group (Ratz).

The Labor Alignment Responsible

The basic facts are as follows. The continuing oc­
cupation, with its brutality, the racism, nationalism and 
fanatical clericalism, which unfolded as a result of the 
occupation, oppression and war — from these roots 
sprouted the racist and terrorist movements.

The Labor Alignment as well as the Likud bears 
direct responsibility for this development. They are full 
partners of the Likud in the politics of occupation and 
war in Lebanon. The political outlook of the Labor 
Alignment, including the approach to the general eco­
nomic crisis, is no different from that of the Likud and 
is revealed most clearly in the results of the election.

Jewish Affairs

Greetings and contribution of $500 to Jewish Affairs, 
staunch advocate of international friendship and world 
peace.

In memory of FANNIE HECHTMAN, a beloved com­
rade trade union organizer, peace activist, staunch 
tighter against fascism, racism and anti-Semitism, a 
true representative of all that is best in the Jewish 
progressive tradition. We will never forget you.

The D’Angelo Family

was illegal in Lithuania, bourgeois Lithuania. They 
were very small in comparison with the press of the 
bourgeoisie. But they had one great weapon. Comrade 
Hall mentioned it — “the weapon of the truth.” That’s 
a very powerful weapon, a very strong weapon which 
helped us to expose and smash the influence of the big 
bourgeois press.

The Communist Party of the USA is one of the 
main forces in the revolutionary process in our world. 
It is a party with great experience; it is a party that is 
always faithful to Marxism-Leninism and last but not 
least, it has very good leaders, leaders like comrades 
Henry Winston and Gus Hall. Such leaders are a matter 
of pride for the Party.

I wish the Communist Party, USA, which is work­
ing and struggling under the most difficult conditions, 
very hard conditions, good luck and good results in 
your struggle. O



The Question of a ‘National Unity’ Government

There is being projected a proposal that a “na­
tional unity” government is the prescription for solving 
the ills besetting our people. We must ask ourselves if 
that is the needed prescription and if there is not an­
other for the current crisis.

We warned, even before the elections, that the ba­
sic policies of the Likud and of the Labor Alignment 
with their common outlook will lead to a partnership 
between them. The election results strengthened this 
tendency in both blocs.

It is clear now that in the Labor Alignment there is 
a drawing away of Mapam and of certain personalities, 
such as Abba Eban, who before the elections had de­
cided to oppose this tendency. It must be emphasized 
that it is not only the election results that gave birth to 
the idea of forming a government of “national unity” 
but that it was due also to the common political outlook 
on the central questions. It is naive to think that we can 
restrain fascism, which has been strengthened through 
the actions of a Likud government which is ideologi- 
July/August 1984

The Alignment played on Likud’s ball field and agreed 
with the Likud nationalist line and the rightward politi­
cal line on all questions. Therefore, that section of the 
populace calling for change voted for other parties 
which opposed the Likud, as for instance Shinui and 
Ratz (the Shulamit Aloni Group). Mapam and the 
“doves” in the Labor Alignment were singularly silent 
during the elections.

Is it not then understandable that the Likud proved 
capable of retaining the majority of its strength, many 
voters finding no alternative programs in the Labor 
Alignment?

The broad masses indicated in their actions, in 
view of the politics and declarations of the Labor 
Alignment, that they do not have serious grievances 
against the Likud government, not as regard to the cen­
tral issue of Palestine, not on the issue of the war in 
Lebanon and not on the questions of the economy and 
the general crisis. As a symbolic example we have the 
approach to Lebanon. The Likud holds that we will not 
leave Lebanon until we strengthen the “armed forces 
of Southern Lebanon” who are to guarantee security 
under the protective wing of the Israeli Armed Forces. 
The Labor Alignment said, regarding this question, 
that we will leave Lebanon only after we have orga­
nized the armed forces of Southern Lebanon.

As a result, at the recent elections there was an 
increased polarization and there is an increased danger 
of terroristic racism and fascism.

cally and politically in partnership with Tehiya and 
other extremists.

Can such a government be stable and if stabilized 
what will be its character?

It is patently obvious that the leaders of the Labor 
Alignment will create the appearance of conducting 
confrontation politics with the Likud and with the lead­
ing fascists. Therefore, they seek a conference with the 
Likud. Since they are not prepared to change their basic 
politics, such a government, should it be established, 
will, therefore, present their current political program 
for the occupied territories, their program for an occu­
pied zone in Lebanon, their program for further colo­
nization, their program for serving and carrying out 
U.S. policy throughout the world, their program for 
colossal military expenditures which are chiefly re­
sponsible for the economic and general crisis.

Giving a “Dove” the Responsilbity 
of Forming a Government

IWiur is the approach of the Democratic Front for 
Peace and Equality? In the first instance, we repeat by 
saying that another Likud government will be a catas­
trophe for Israel. We will energetically oppose a gov­
ernment of national unity of both alternatives — both 
Likud-Labor Alignment and Labor Aligment-Likud. 
Furthermore, we will do all in our power to foreclose 
the road to both possibilities.

As for a positive proposal, we can propose to the 
President that he should give the responsibility for the 
formation of a government to a member of the Knesset 
representing the Labor Alignment who will be prepared 
to unleash a political program which will lead to end­
ing the occupation of the Arab lands, who will call for 
the convening of an international conference for an Is­
raeli-Arab peace with the participation of all the con­
cerned parties, including the PLO and Israel as well as 
the Soviet Union and the U.S. — this today is the only 
way to normalize the situation now that all other meth­
ods have failed. Furthermore, there is a need to call for 
the immediate unconditional withdrawal from Leb­
anon, for an end to colonization, for the passage of 
legislation against racism and for the guarantee of 
equal rights for all nationalities, for guaranteeing the 
annual cost of living adjustments and other grants.

Strengthened Facsism
and the Call for Electoral Changes

Relating to rampant racism, many people and 
forces are these days terribly troubled as a result of the 
election to the Knesset of Meir Kahane. They feel that
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The International Scene an Israeli Problem

What conclusions can be drawn from the fact that 
during the elections there were no discussions about the 
international question, such as the atomic weapons 
race, at a time when the danger of an atomic bomb ca­
tastrophe is also a question of the existence of Israel?

During the elections this was obviously one of the 
weaknesses of the political leaders, that is, the separa-

Jewish Affairs

The DFPE protected its strength in the Knesset. 
How do we assess the situation?

This was one of the most difficult elections, 
though the result is certainly a victory. We received 
70,000 votes; this is an increase of 5,000 over the 1981 
elections. I repeat that the struggle was a difficult one 
because it was conducted in an atmosphere of nation­
alism.
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an increase in the vote requirements will make it possi­
ble to avoid occurences of this sort.

Those who are requesting a change in the voting 
laws to require an increase in the number of votes re­
quired for election to the Knesset or by calling for re­
gional elections are not only aiming at Kahane. This 
anti-democratic idea is not a new one. If the aim is to 
prepare to check racism in this fashion, let it be known 
that this does not depend on a new electoral law. We 
can close the door to racism by introducing a law in the 
Knesset against racism and by outlawing racist organi­
zations. We have already proposed such but the Knes­
set majority rejected it. The racist and fascist forces 
have been strengthened by the occupation, by oppres­
sion and wars and not because of this or that election 
law. If this proposal will be presented it will then be 
possible for the reactionary forces to grow and pre­
cisely as a result of such an election law.

Progress of the Peace Forces

The election results reveal progress for the peace 
forces. Is it meaningful progress?

It is progress but this does not balance out the se­
rious turn to the right. One has to differentiate between 
the consequential peace forces — the key force recog­
nized that there are two states for two peoples and calls 
for the withdrawal to the lines of June 6, 1967 and then 
there are the various doves and moderate forces who 
espouse anti-Likud and anti-fascist positions. But the 
latter do not present a correct nor realistic peace plan in 
light of the above mentioned principles. These moder­
ate and dovish forces are in the Mapam and some also 
in the Labor Party, in Shinui and Ratz. The conse­
quential peace force in the 11th Knesset will be, as it 
appears now, the DFPE.

The Progressive List, as a new force in the Knes­
set, also presents a peace plan in a general way. How­
ever, their anti-communist and anti-Soviet positions 
hold it back from presenting a correct path for the real­
ization of a lasting peace and for the establishment of 
unity amongst the peace forces in Israel.

The DFPE in the Most Difficult Elections

A special factor was the concentration of a cam­
paign against the DFPE and against the CPI by the Pro­
gressive List. They attacked us in their publications and 
at their meetings. In order to gain votes from the na­
tionalist Arabs they attacked me because I endorsed the 
Declaration of Independence of Israel. To win votes 
from the nationalist Jews they highlighted the military 
prowess of one of their candidatees, M. Peled. They 
spread lies, for instance, that Charley Bitton, DFPE 
Knesset member, was conducting sham negotiations 
with the Labor Alignment on supporting the Labor 
Alignment after the elections. They personally de­
famed Communist Party leaders in a most brutal fash­
ion. Various groups and crazies helped the Progressive 
List. On the one hand, the “Moslem Brotherhood” and 
from the other side “Metzfunitzen.” The information 
media extended themselves in their enmity towards us, 
praising the Progressive List.

I want to underscore that the success we had at the 
elections is due to the comrades of the CPI, our sympa­
thizers, the comrades of the Black Panthers and many 
compatriots of the DFPE. All these were active with 
great devotion in the difficult election struggles.

Unity of the Anti-Terror Actives

Kahane is now barking. He has already carried out 
a pogrom demonstration in Arab Jerusalem, preparing 
for open provocation against Arab residents. Many de- 
mocractic forces are uneasy. What is necessary to be 
done by the democratic and anti-fascist forces?

In the first instance it is essential that there be 
unity of action by all the forces who are prepared to 
struggle energetically against rampant racism and 
against fascist hooliganism. Ignoring the ideological 
differences amongst them, we must, however, reject 
the arguments that the danger comes from both ex­
tremes. Such an approach misjudges the seriousness of 
the danger that threatens in light of the Kahane gangs, 
the Tehiya and the Moresha. Thirdly, the Jewish anti­
fascist forces must place themselves on the side of the 
Arab people in order to liquidate the racist provoca­
tions.
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Jewish Affairs'. Voice for 
World Peace and Friendship

Meir Vilner is general secretary of the Communist 
Party of Israel.

Remarks delivered at the 12th annual Jewish Af­
fairs dinner.

Greetings to Jewish Affairs 
For Jobs, Peace and Socialism

ESTHER DREXLER

At this Mobilization for the Ousting of Reagan and 
Reaganism, we take note of, we draw strength from 
and we, therefore, salute the persistence, growth and 
determination of the people’s will for peace worldwide.

Yesterday, on both sides of the Atlantic, in Lon­
don and in New York, Reagan and his U.S. imperialist 
mentors, were delivered a crystal clear message for nu­
clear disarmament and world peace, in New York, the 
banner of the New Jewish Agenda reflected the will of 
the broadest sectors of Jewish Americans and their par­
ticipation in the people’s coalitions for peace, jobs and 
freedom. In that people’s demonstration appeared the 
large contingent and banner of the CPUSA, an integral 
component of the growing all-people’s front.

That Reaganite “grubyung,” that clown of a court 
Jew, Edward Koch, defiling our Prophetic traditions of 
unceasing efforts for world peace and brotherhood, la­
belled the area around the Isaiah Wall “Scharansky 
Square,” in obeisane to the Reaganite war maniacs via 
the Big Lie.

But our multi-national, multi-racial peace advo­
cates determinedly displayed our solidarity with the 
peoples of Central America, pointedly telling the Rea­
ganite aggressors, “No Passeran.” They declared, in 
essence: “With the Prophets against Reaganism and 
not with Reaganism in behalf of the profiteers.”

We of Jewish Affairs have at all times identified 
with the peace movements and participated in peace 
struggles because we are not only a bi-monthly mag­
azine but an action oriented people’s movement.

Today, 14 years after our founding, there is 
broader recognition of the historic and political reasons 
for our founding. We must say, today, however, that 
there is even greater need for our continued publica­
tion. With your support we shall persevere.

While Podhoretz of the Judenrat journal. Com­
mentary, spawns a Jeane Kirkpatrick and while the 
Wiesenthal Holocaust Center honors Jeane Kirkpatrick 
for her “humananisni” ■— how Hitler is laughing in his 
bunker grave — there is great need for Jewish Affairs.

While Perlmutter of the Anti-Defamation League
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Lovingly Remembered
JULIUS SHAW

We Carry On For Peace and Socialism 
Henrietta, Rose and Emil Shaw

Greetings and Best Wishes to Jewish Affairs
In appreciation of Its clarity and worthy contribu­

tions to the Jewish Community in struggle for peace and 
justice.

GERTRUDE AND ROBERT DECKER

Charles Nemeroff Reading Circle 
Greets Jewish Affairs

Bessie, Marsha, Elsie, Rachel, Rose, Mildred, Aaron, 
Bea and Jose, Nancy and Mannle 

West Palm Beach, Florida

tion from the international questions as though Israel 
and the Middle East were not a sector of the world. All 
the political groupings, other than the DFPE kept hid­
den from the general public the dangerous threat of a 
global nuclear war, a danger whose source in the first 
instance is the U.S. government of Ronald Reagan.

Very few people in the land show an interest in the 
new danger flowing from the installation of atomic 
rockets. What could happen is that there will be no op­
portunity to control an unlimited arms race threatening 
the existence of humanity. We consider with grave 
concern this situation in which all the political group­
ings are equally guilty on this threatening problem or 
actually side with the U.S. atom terror.

This particular line is tied in with the fact that the 
Israeli political apparatus — whether the Likud or the 
Labor Alignment with all their allies — takes the posi­
tion that we have to help ourselves through the U.S. In 
order to realize the plans for annexation and for the 
“liquidation” of the Palestinian problem. And like 
blind horses refuse to see the danger that if a world 
conflagration breaks out, the region and Israel will be 
devoured in it.

Therefore, we request, in the interest of the lives 
of the people of Israel that there be undertaken the poli­
tics of peace not alone in the interest of the Arabs and 
Jews but also in the interest of world peace. This is an 
Israeli problem not less so than a U.S. problem. 


