


rights. ;
Not only the country’s leadership, but a large sec-

tion of the Israeli people, is not yet ready to sit together
with the Palestinians, recognize the rights of the PLO,
and will do all possible to remain in the whole of Pales-
tine.

Here we have a serious uphill struggle to convince
our people that it is not only a matter of solidarity, of
the tragedy of another people, but that their own inter-
ests require comning to an understanding with the Pales-
tinian people — there is no other way. That means rec-
ognizing the Palestinian right to self-deternination and
to their independent state. This means Israeli withdra-
wal from all Arab territory occupied since 1967.

The time is past when Golda Meir could say,
“There is no Palestinian question.” Everyone knows
there is a problem, but they are not yet ready to solve
the problem.

Q: Do not, then, the Israeli people face a contra-
diction: the longer the occupation lasts, the greater will
be the Palestinian resistance to it?

A: That is correct. It has been proven that the Is-
raeli government, with all its power has not been able
to find prominent quislings among the Palestinians.
And even those whom the press calls “moderates” can-
not detach themselves fron the national aspirations of
the masses. This shows, that despite all difficulties, the
Palestinian people are united in their determination to
end Israeli occupation.

Q: Did last election’s result show the public’s wish
to end Begins's hard line? A: To some extent. Some
felt that with an alignment of the Labor bloc, it might
be easier to solve problems. But most people do not
see, that in basic political questions, there is no big dif-
ference between the two main blocs.

The fact that a so-called national unity government
could be put together after the election shows they can
sit together around a common platform and enact simi-
lar policies.

People expect the government to solve economic
questions. But it is not trying and cannot succeed in
solving the crisis — the structural or cyclical crisis fac-
ing the nation. But they have succeeded in lowering the
working people’s living standards. The right-wing Be-
gin government could not do that while the Labor
alignment was in opposition — but together they now
can, under the leadership of a social democrat like
Peres.

Q: Would it be fair to characterize the results of
the three-year Lebanon invasion as not only having rad-
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