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a s  a  Jew an d  c an  o b ta in  a p la c e  to  l iv e .  If one of th e  l in k s  is  w e a k , you 
c a n n o t.

The s itu a tio n  i s  the  sam e in  m ost o th e r a re a s  o f I s r a e l .  M ore th an  90 per 
c e n t  of the  in h a b ite d  a re a s  o f th e  s ta te  o f I s r a e l  f a l l s  u n d er th e  re g u la tio n s  of 
th e  Jew ish  N a tio n a l F und , u n d er w h ich  n o n -Jew s c an n o t re n t o r buy  a  h o u se  or 
f l a t ,  o r open a  b u s in e s s .  T his lan d  is  c a l le d  in H ebrew  th e  " sa v e d "  la n d .
Land th a t  b e lo n g s  to  n o n -Jew s i s  c a l le d  u n sa v e d  o r n o t n a tio n a l (the term  
" n a tio n a l"  in  I s r a e l  d o e s  n o t m ean " I s ra e l i"  bu t " Je w ish " ) . W hen  lan d  is  
b ough t or c o n f is c a te d  from a n o n -Jew  by a  Jew , th e  lan d  i s  sa id  to  be  " sa v e d ."

T his i s  on ly  th e  b eg in n in g . A Jew in  I s r a e l ,  by  th e  m ere fa c t  th a t  he is  a  
Jew , w ill  o b ta in  a h o s t  of o th e r r ig h ts  w ith h e ld  from th e  n o n -Je w , some of them  
h o n o ra ry , som e w orth  a lo t  o f m oney . A Jew n o t on ly  h a s  th e  rig h t to  liv e  on 
I s r a e l i  lan d  th a t  is  fo rb id d en  to  o th e rs  bu t he c an  o b ta in  a  m ortgage lo a n . W hen 
a new  Jew ish  se ttle m e n t i s  b e in g  e s ta b l is h e d  on " sa v e d "  la n d , a l l  th e  Jew ish  
in h a b ita n ts  e n te r  p rep a red  h o u s e s ,  w ith  w a te r  and  e le c t r ic i ty .  M o st h o u se s  in 
th e  o ld  n o n -Je w ish  v i l la g e s  s t i l l  h av e  no w a te r  or e le c t r ic i ty .  In som e c a s e s ,  a 
pow er lin e  in s ta l le d  to  se rv e  a  new  Jew ish  se ttle m e n t p a s s e s  by  th e  o ld  Arab 
(o r, in  o ff ic ia l  p a r la n c e , "n o n -Jew ish ") v illa g e  w h ich  is  s t i l l  fo rb idden  to  u se  i t ,  
w here  p eo p le  s i t  in  d a rk n e ss  in  th e  ev en in g  w a tch in g  th e  b rig h tly  l i t  Jew ish  s e t ­
t le m e n t.

In  sh o r t ,  to  b e  a Jew in  a  Jew ish  s ta te  is  to  be a  p r iv ile g e d  p e rs o n , no t 
o n ly  in  te rm s o f s ta tu s  bu t a ls o  w ith  reg ard  to  ea rn in g  pow er and  o th e r p re re q u i­
s i t e s .  And th is  is  th e  re a so n  for th e  furor ra is e d  o v e r th e  q u e s t io n , "W ho is  a 
Je w ? "  It i s  no t a  m a tte r  o f th e o lo g y , bu t of m oney and s ta tu s .

I
S uppose  th a t  i t  w ere  p o s s ib le  fo r a n o n -Jew  to  " p a s s " — fo r e x am p le , by 

o b ta in in g  a  c e r t if ic a te  from som ebody  in  th e  U .S . th a t  he  is  a  Jew . H orrib le  
th in g s  w ould  h a p p e n — n o n -Jew s w ould  be  a b le  to  l iv e  in  R am at—E sh k o l. P a le s ­
t in ia n s  from O ld N aza re th  w ould  be a b le  to  o b ta in  f la ts  in  U pper N a z a re th , 
w h ich  is  so  fa r  an  a p a r th e id  c i ty ,  c o m p le te ly  c lo s e d  to  n o n -Je w s . And so  o n .
But no  re a l  d an g er e x is ts :  th e  g a te  i s  s tro n g ly  w a tc h e d , and  o n ly  " re a l"  Jew s 
w ill  g e t su b s id iz e d  f la t s  in  th e  Jew ish  s t a t e .

I f  th e  sy s te m  w ere  tra n sp o rte d  to  th e  U .S . i t  w ould  becom e very  e a s y  to  
do to  Jew s in  A m erica e x a c tly  w h a t i s  done in  I s r a e l  to  P a le s tin ia n  A rabs w ho 
liv e  th e re ;  th a t  i s ,  to  d eg rad e  them  to  th e  le v e l  of n o n -h u m a n s , an d  a l l  in  very  
d e m o c ra tic  fa s h io n . I t  w ould  on ly  be n e c e s s a ry  to  d e c id e  th a t  th e  term  
"A m erican" d o es  n o t ap p ly  to  Je w s , o r p e rh a p s  to  s u b s ti tu te  th e  term  " C h r is tia n s "  
fo r th e  term  "A m ericans ,"  an d  th en  to  p rom ulgate  ru le s  r e s t r ic t in g  ap a rtm e n ts  in  
(say) M a n h a ttan  to  C h r is t ia n s .  It w ould  a ls o  be  p o s s ib le ,  w ith  c e r ta in  c o n s t i ­
tu tio n a l  a d ju s tm e n ts ,  to  s e t  up a C h r is t ia n  N a tio n a l Fund w h ich  w ould  b eg in  to  
" s a v e "  Jew ish  p la c e s  o f b u s in e s s  by  buy ing  or c o n f is c a tin g  them  an d  ren tin g  
them  on ly  to  C h r is t ia n s .  T h is so r t of th in g  h a s  in  f a c t  a lre a d y  b e en  done in 
A m erica , of c o u rs e — b u t n o t u n d e r c o v e r o f la w .
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I t  i s  my c o n s id e re d  op in ion  th a t  w h a t i s  b e in g  done to  n o n -Jew s in  I s r a e l  
m ay w e ll be p ro p o sed  a g a in  e lse w h e re  fo r a p p lic a tio n  to  Je w s , u s in g  th e  law s 
an d  cu s to m s of th e  Jew ish  s ta te  a s  a  m o d el. A fter a l l ,  w hy n o t?  The p r in c ip le s  
o f ju s t ic e  are  th e  sam e ev e ry w h e re , th e  w orld  is  more u n ite d  th an  e v e r  befo re  
and  one c an n o t re a l ly  hope to  d e c e iv e  everybody  fo r lo n g .

W e do  liv e  now  u n d er a  sy s tem  o f d e c e p tio n , u n d e r w h ich  som e p e o p le  a re  
a g a in s t  d isc r im in a tio n  in  New York or Toronto  bu t s im u lta n e o u s ly  su p p o rt th e  
sam e k in d  o f d isc r im in a tio n  in  Je ru sa le m . G iven th e  o n e n e s s  o f th e  w orld  to d a y , 
su ch  a  sy s te m  c a n n o t p re v a il  m uch lo n g e r .

W hat th is  m eans to  I s r a e l ,  in  my o p in io n , i s  th a t  e i th e r  I s r a e l  w ill  becom e 
a  s ta te  w h ich  t r e a ts  a l l  h e r  c i t iz e n s  e q u a l ly , a s  fre e  hum an b e in g s ,  an d  d o e s  no t 
d isc r im in a te  a g a in s t  th o s e  who p ra c tic e  o th e r  re lig io n s  o r w ere  bom  of n o n -  
Jew ish  m o th e rs , or e ls e  in  o th e r la n d s  th e  sam e k in d  of in s t i tu t io n a l iz e d  d isc r im ­
in a tio n  w ill  be  d ire c te d  a g a in s t  Jew s— th a t  i s  now  p ra c tic e d  in  I s r a e l .

*  *  *

On the Zionist Ideological Crisis

By Emile Touma

T here a re  enough in d ic a tio n s  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  th e  c la im  th a t  th e  O c to b er 
1973 w ar a c c e le ra te d  an d  sh a rp en ed  an  in h e re n t an d  p ro longed  c r i s i s  in  I s r a e l  
co v e rin g  th e  p o l i t ic a l ,  econom ic  and  id e o lo g ic a l s e c to r s .

The p o l i t ic a l  c r i s i s  to o k  sh a p e  in  th e  m ushroom  grow th o f th e  p ro te s t  m ove­
m en ts d ire c tly  a f te r  th e  c e a s e  f ire  in  O c to b er 1973 , in  th e  p ro lo n g ed  d if f ic u lt ie s  
o f form ing a  governm ent a f te r  th e  D ecem ber 3 1 , 1973 p a rliam e n ta ry  e le c t io n s ,  in  
th e  f a l l  o f th e  M e ir-D ay an  governm ent a  m onth an d  a  h a lf  a f te r  i t s  e s ta b lis h m e n t,  
an d  in  th e  em erg en ce  of th e  I .R a b in  governm ent w ith  a m a jo rity  o f one in  th e  
K n e sse t.

The econom ic  c r i s i s  e x p re s s e s  i t s e l f  in  a  grow ing tra d e  d e f ic i t ,  in  in f la t io n , 
in  so a rin g  p r ic e s  and  a  low ering  o f th e  s ta n d a rd  of liv in g  due  to  th e  co n tin u ed  
e x p a n s io n  o f m ilita ry  e x p e n d itu re s  w h ich  re p re s e n t  ov er 50% of th is  y e a r 's  b u d g e t 
o f IL 35 b i l l io n s  ($ 8 .2  b i l l io n ) .

The new  econom ic  p o lic y  w ith  i t s  new  t a x e s , c u ts  in  e x p e n d itu re s  on s o c ia l  
s e rv ic e s  an d  com pu lso ry  lo a n s  b o d e s  i l l  fo r th e  econom y of I s r a e l  and  th e  w e ll ­
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b e in g  of th e  w ork ing  m a s s e s ,  w ho are  m ade to  b e a r  th e  m ain burden  of the  
g o v e rn m en t's  f a i lu r e s .

*

No doub t som e a s p e c ts  of th e  id e o lo g ic a l c r i s i s  in I s r a e l  b reed  on the  so il  
o f c a p ita lism  and  a re  common to  c a p i ta l i s t  s o c ie t ie s  in  the  U .S . an d  W este rn  
E urope. Thus w hen P ro fe sso r Y a 'aco v  Talm on sp e a k s  of a "g en e ra l d e p re s s io n "  
in  I s r a e l ,  he d o e s  n o t d e sc r ib e  a sp e c if ic  I s r a e l i  phenom enon b u t a  g e n e ra l o n e , 
c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f c a p i ta l i s t  s o c ie t i e s ,  and  " a r is in g  from th e  im p o s s ib ili ty  of 
fu lf i l l in g  e x p e c ta t io n s ."  Talmon im p lie s  th a t  th e  fa ilu re  of e s ta b l is h in g  an 
e g a l i ta r ia n  so c ie ty  w as  e m p h a size d  by  a llo w in g  "s lu m s to  f e s te r  a lo n g s id e  
su b u rb ia ."  (Je rusa lem  P o s t , April 2 4 , 1974.) In o th e r w ords th e  d e ep e n in g  
s o c ia l  p o la r iz a tio n  g e n e ra te s  th is  m ass  fe e lin g  of b i t te rn e s s  and  c la s s  a n ta g ­
on ism  w hich  Talm on c a l l s  g e n e ra l d e p re s s io n .

A nother a s p e c t  of th e  c r i s i s  common in s ta te s  fo llo w in g  an a g g re s s iv e  
fo re ig n  p o lic y , in  a  ch an g in g  w o rld , i s  th e  fe e lin g  o f a lie n a tio n  from th e  ru lin g  
c i r c le s  w ho fo llow  su ch  a p o lic y . T h is fe e lin g  i s  in flu e n ce d  to  a g rea t e x te n t 
by th e  g e n e ra l condem nation  o f w orld  p u b lic  o p in io n . P ro fe sso r  K re itle r d e fin ed  
th is  a lie n a t io n  a s  a "b lac k  p u b lic  mood" w h o se  so u rce  la y  in  th e  fa c t th a t  th e  
" I s r a e l i  had lo s t  a s e n s e  o f b e in g  in  a  s ta te  en jo y in g  in te rn a tio n a l p re s tig e  p lu s  
g re a t se c u r ity "  a f te r  th e  O c to b er 1973 w a r. (Ib id . ) .

It is  in te re s t in g  in  th is  c o n te x t to  no te  th a t  C h ie f  of S ta ff G en era l M orde- 
c h a i G ur, d ep lo rin g  th e  p re s e n t ru sh  o f c r i t ic ism  le v e lle d  a t  th e  arm y, drew  an  
a n a lo g y  b e tw een  I s r a e l  and  th e  U .S .A . and  c o n ten d ed  th a t if  the  arm y is  open 
to  p u b lic  sc ru tin y  a t  a l l  le v e ls  i t  w ould  m ake i t s  job  very  d if f ic u lt  "and  we 
w ill  re a c h  the  p o s it io n  of th e  A m ericans in  V ietnam ." (Je ru sa lem  P o s t , July 2 , 
1974 .)

Though som e p o l i t ic a l  a n a ly s ts  tr ie d  to  a c c e n tu a te  th e  d if fe re n c e s  b e ­
tw een  th e  p ro te s t  m ovem ents in  I s r a e l  an d  s im ila r  m ovem ents in  o th e r c a p i ta l ­
i s t  c o u n tr ie s  by  c la im in g  th a t  p ro te s te rs  in  I s r a e l  w ere  a c t iv is t s  w ho fought in  
I s r a e l 's  w a r s ,*  th e  tru th  i s  th a t  th e s e  m ov em en ts , in c o n c e n tra tin g  on th e  
s e a rc h  for new  le a d e rs h ip  an d  dem and ing  re a c tio n a ry  e le c to ra l  c h a n g e s ,* *  
re v e a l  c h a ra c te r is t ic  e le m e n ts  of th e  c a p i ta l i s t  c r i s i s .

* T h is  c o n te n tio n , v o ice d  by Rabbi D r. J . Vain s te in — a t one tim e chairm an  of 
th e  Je ru sa lem  R e lig io u s C o u n c il— d o e s  n o t ho ld  w a te r , s in c e  i t  w a s  th e  v e te ra n s  
of th e  V ie tnam ese  w a r w ho gave th e  p ro te s t  p e a c e  m ovem ent in  th e  U .S .A . much 
of i t s  d im e n sio n s  an d  d e p th .

** T h ese  m ovem ents c a l l  for re p la c in g  th e  more d em o cra tic  sy s tem  of p ropor­
t io n a l  re p re s e n ta t io n  w ith  th e  more re a c tio n a ry  c o n s t i tu e n t  sy s te m  of p a r l ia ­
m en ta ry  e l e c t i o n s .

(
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It i s  c le a r  th a t  th e s e  m ovem en ts , w h ich  c la im  a s  th e ir  ra is o n  d 'e tr e  th e  
" fa i lu re s "  of th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t in  th e  O c to b er w a r , o b je c tiv e ly  igno re  and  g lo s s  
o v e r th e  c la s s  n a tu re  of th e  p o l i t ic a l  c r i s i s  and  try  to  iron  i t  ou t w ith in  the  
p re s e n t  b a s ic  c o n c e p ts  of th e  I s r a e l i  ru lin g  c i r c le s .

O b v io u sly  th e  g e n e ra l c a p i ta l i s t  id e o lo g ic a l c r i s i s ,  an  ou tcom e of the  
c a p i ta l i s t  mode of p ro d u c tio n , h a s  s p e c if ic  n a tio n a l f e a tu re s  in  e v e ry  c o u n try , 
d ep en d in g  on i t s  p la c e  in  th e  w hole  w orld  s tru c tu re  of c a p i ta l is m . In  I s r a e l  th e  
c a p i ta l i s t  id e o lo g ic a l c r i s i s  i s  com pounded by  th e  c r i s i s  of Z ion ism , th e  id eo lo g y  
th e  I s r a e l i  ru lin g  c i r c le s  ad h ere  to  and  a c t  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith .

*

In c a p i ta l i s t  c o u n tr ie s  th e  ru lin g  c i r c le s ,  in co n ten d in g  w ith  w o rk in g -c la s s  
id e o lo g y , em p h a size  th a t  th e ir  c o n c e p ts  and  p o l ic ie s ,  in te rn a lly  an d  e x te rn a lly , 
a re  m o tiv a ted  by a  co m p a ss io n  for th e  good of th e ir  p e o p le s .  Even a g g re s s iv e  
w a rs  d e s t in e d  to  fu rth e r im p e r ia lis t  e x p a n s io n  a re  w ag ed  u n d e r s lo g a n s  of 
"n a tio n a l d e fe n s e ,"  " p a tr io tic  honor" and  " p e o p le 's  in te r e s t ."

The I s r a e l i  ru lin g  c ir c le s  re s o r t  to  th e s e  sam e c la s s ic a l  e x p re s s io n s  in 
o rd er to  d e c e iv e  th e  I s r a e l i  p e o p le . H ow ever i t  i s  in  th e  sp h e re  of Z io n is t 
id eo lo g y  th a t  th e  id eo lo g y  of th e  Jew ish  b o u rg e o is ie  u n fo ld s  i t s  c r i s i s .

Z io n is t id eo lo g y  h a s  b een  founded  on th re e  b a s ic  c a te g o r ie s :  th e  e x is ­
te n c e  o f a  Jew ish  e x tr a - te r r i to r ia l  n a tio n , th e  im m orta lity  o f a n ti-S e m itism  and  
Jew ish  c o n c e n tra tio n  in  one co u n try  a s  a  so lu tio n  fo r a n ti- J e w is h  p e rs e c u tio n  
an d  h a ra s s m e n t. In  th e  f in a l a n a ly s i s ,  th e re fo re , th e  v a lid ity  of Z ionism  h a s  
to  be ju d g ed  by  i t s  p ra c t ic a l  a b il i ty  to  p rov ide  s e c u r i ty  fo r th o s e  Jew s w ho 
a c c e p te d  i t s  b a s ic  p latfo rm  and  s e t t le d  in  th is  co u n try .

I t  i s  p re c is e ly  h e re  th a t  Z io n is t id eo lo g y  f a c e s  i t s  to u g h e s t c h a lle n g e . 
T h u s , Rabbi V a in s te in , w re s tl in g  w ith  th is  p rob lem , w ro te  u n d e r th e  h e a d lin e  
"C rac k s  in  th e  Z io n is t M essag e :"  "The h is to r ic  Z io n is t m e ssa g e  of th e  Jew ish  
s ta te  a s  a  s a fe  h av en  fo r th e  n a tio n , d isp e rs e d  fo r tw o  th o u sa n d  y e a r s ,  h a s  
su d d en ly  b een  sh a k en "  (a fte r th e  O c to b e r 1973 w a r— E .T . ) .

How m uch i t  h a s  b e en  sh ak en  i s  re la tiv e  an d  d if fe rs  a cc o rd in g  to  th e  
s o c ia l  s t r a ta .  But th e  e x -M .K . and  w r i te r -n o v e lis t  seem s to  h av e  d isc o v e re d  
a  common " le itm o tif"  w hen  he s a id ,  com m enting on th e  c lim a te  of th e  p o s t -  
O c to b e r p e rio d :

"S udden ly  ev e ry th in g  i s  u n d e r a  q u e s tio n  m ark . Q u e s tio n s  th a t  c e a s e d  
to  be  a s k e d  du ring  o th e r  n a tio n s ' h is to r ie s  n e v e r  le a v e  u s .  D uring th e  w o rs t 
d a y s  o f th e  b l i tz  no  one e v e r  d o u b ted  th a t  London w ould  rem ain  E n g la n d 's  
c a p i ta l  o r w h e th e r a l l  o f England b e lo n g e d  to  th e  E n g lish  or w ho i s  an  
E n g lish m an ____" (" In n o cen ce  L o s t,"  Je ru sa lem  P o s t , April 2 4 , 1974.)
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N athan  R o te n s tre ic h , a  p ro fe s so r  o f p h ilo so p h y  in  th e  H ebrew  U n iv e rs ity , 
J e ru sa le m , in  h is  a r t ic le  "The Problem  b eh in d  th e  Shock" w a s  more d e fin itiv e  
an d  show ed  an  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f th e  in te rc o n n e c tio n  b e tw een  th e  id e o lo g ic a l 
an d  p ra c t ic a l  c r i s i s  of Z ion ism . He w ro te :

" It seem s th a t  th e  id e a  of a  se c u re  re fu g e , w h ich  a p p e a rs  from th e  B ase l 
Z io n is t C o n g re ss  o n , and  w h ich  g u ided  Z ionism  in  one form or a n o th e r , and  i t s  
p ro je c t ,  th e  s ta te  of I s r a e l ,  i s  u n d erm in ed ."  And he added : "W hen th e  id ea  
o f a  s e c u re  refuge  or a refuge  g u a ra n tee d  by  p u b lic  law  w a s  r a i s e d ,  i t s  m ean ­
in g  w a s  le g a l ,  no t p h y s ic a l ,  no t s e c u r i ty  in  th e  u s u a l  s e n s e  o f th e  term  u se d  
to d a y ."  (D isp e rs io n  and  U n ity . N o . 2 1 /2 2 , 1 9 7 3 /7 4 , p . 4 0 .)

R o ten s tre ich  c o n s id e rs  fu rth e r th e  u n iv e rs a l  im p lica tio n  of Z ionism  and  
c o n c lu d e s , f i r s t ,  th a t  th e  s ta te  of I s r a e l  n o t on ly  d id  n o t so lv e  th e  problem  of 
a n ti-S e m itism , "bu t ev en  h a s  d e ep e n ed  and  re in fo rc ed  th e  problem  by  a ro u s in g  
a n g e r  a g a in s t  w h a t th e  Jew s have  d o n e ,"  an d  s e c o n d , th a t  th e  c o lle c t iv e  e x is ­
te n c e  o f th e  Jew ish  p e o p le , w h ich  i s  th e  go a l o f Z io n ism , " is  s t i l l  u n so lv e d  
and  n o t y e t se cu re d  a g a in s t  d e s tru c t io n , open o r h id d en , and  a t  tim e s  sh o c k ­
in g ."  ( I b id . ,  p p . 4 5 -4 6 .)

*

C e rta in  Z io n is ts  o r ig in a lly  e m p h a s iz e d  to ta l  c o n c e n tra tio n  o f th e  Jew s 
in  one te r r i to ry — P a le s t in e ,  la te r  I s r a e l .  But e x p e rie n c e  fo rced  upon  th e  
le a d e rs  a  s e n s e  o f re a lism  an d  th e y  becam e re c o n c ile d  to  th e  id e a  th a t  on ly  
a p a rt o f th e  Jew ish  com m unities w ould  s e t t le  in  I s r a e l .

M o reo v er, th e  l a s t  d e c a d e s  an d  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  period  o f s ta te h o o d  have  
p roved  th a t  I s r a e l i  s o c ie ty  w a s  in  a  c o n tin u a l p ro c e s s  o f f lu id i ty . Em igration 
from th e  coun try  re a c h e d  a  h igh  p e rc e n ta g e . Up to  1967 ab o u t 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  le f t  
th e  c o u n try . Now a u th o r ita tiv e  so u rc e s  rep o rt a c c e le ra t io n  in  th is  tren d ; 
an d  th e  Im m igrant A bso rp tion  M in is try  h a s  a d m itted  th a t  "w ith in  th re e  y e a rs  
30 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  im m ig ran ts w ho a rr iv e d  from th e  W e s t in  1970 had  le f t  the  
c o u n try " — and th a t  5 p e r c e n t  of th o s e  w ho cam e from E aste rn  E urope, A sia 
an d  A frica had  d e p a r te d . (Jerusa lem  P o s t . M ay 17, 1974.)

U nder th e s e  c o n d itio n s  the  Z io n is t id e o lo g is ts  e la b o ra te d  th e  c o n ce p t 
o f th e  c e n tr a l i ty  of I s ra e l"  a s  th e  in s tru m e n t to  e s ta b l i s h  and  p e rp e tu a te  th e  
Jew ish  c o lle c t iv e  e x is te n c e .  T h is i s  a  c a l l  upon th e  Jew ish  com m u n ities  to  
id e n tify  w ith  I s r a e l .  The id e a  o f id e n tif ic a t io n  h a s  b een  d e v e lo p ed  to  im ply  
a lle g ia n c e  to  th e  p o lic y  o f th e  I s ra e l i  ru lin g  c i r c le s .  In a d d it io n , in fu s in g  
th e  Jew ish  co m m u n ities  w ith  Juda ic  e d u c a tio n  i s  becom ing  a  m ean s to  f ig h t 
a s s im ila t io n  and  m a in ta in  th e  Jew ish  c o lle c t iv e  o u ts id e  I s r a e l .  And i t  i s  
h e re  th a t  th e  id e o lo g ic a l  c r i s i s  o f Z ionism  i s  in c re a s in g ly  a p p a re n t an d  is  
e x p re s s e d  in  th e  sp re a d  o f a lie n a tio n  am ong Jew s ev e ry w h e re .
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A m ulf M . P in s ,  d ire c to r  of M em orial F oundation  for Jew ish  C u ltu re  in  
th e  U .S .A . , d e sc r ib in g  th e  im pact o f th e  O c to b er w ar on A m erican Jew ry , 
w ro te : "R eac tio n  of A m erican Jew ry a s  a  w ho le  to  th e  'Yom Kippur' w ar i s  
m ix ed . One seg m en t o f A m erican Jew ry i s  am az in g ly  id e n tif ie d , very  in v o lv ed  
an d  to ta l ly  c o m m itte d .. .w h ile  a n o th e r  p a rt o f A m erican Jew ry— a re la tiv e ly  
la rg e  group— is  su rp r is in g ly  a m b iv a len t a n d /o r  n o t com m itted  and  seem s to  be 
try in g  to  rem ain  u n in v o lv e d . Some A m erican Jew s h av e  begun  to  q u e s tio n  a l l  
o v e r a g a in  th e  v ia b il i ty  an d  a d v is a b i l i ty  of a  Jew ish  s ta te ."  f

The w r ite r , com paring  th e  re a c tio n  o f A m erican Jew s to  th e  l a s t  tw o 
A ra b -Is ra e li  w a rs  of 1967 and  1973 , s t r e s s e s  th a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f th e  f i r s t  } i 

m any Jew s " re d isc o v e re d  th e ir  Je w ish n e ss "  and  " tu rn ed  on" to  I s r a e l  and 
a d d s : "The o b se rv e rs  a l l  ag ree  th a t  th is  d id  no t h appen  to  an y  la rg e  d eg ree  in 
1973 ."  (D isp e rs io n  an d  U n ity , 2 1 /2 2 , 1 9 7 3 /7 4 , p p . 6 7 ,6 8 ,6 9 .)

I t is  ob v io u s th a t  th e  w rite r  d e s c r ib e s  th e  s i tu a tio n  in  n o n -Z io n is t 
c i r c le s  and  le a v e s  o u t th e  la rg e  segm en t o f a n ti -Z io n is t  Jew s in  th e  U .S .A . 
T h u s , th e  g e n e ra l p ic tu re  i s  fa r  from ro sy . The v o c ife ro u s  Z io n is t lobby  in  
th e  U .S .A . g iv e s  th e  im p re ss io n  of dom inance  o v e r th e  U .S . "Jew ish  s c e n e ,"  
b u t th is  is  due to  th e  c o llu s io n  b e tw ee n  th e  Z io n is t le a d e rs h ip  (in c lu d in g  th e  
I s r a e l i  ru lin g  c irc le s )  and  th e  U .S .  im p e r ia l is ts .

The s i tu a t io n  i s  no t d iffe re n t in  th e  o th e r c a p i ta l i s t  c o u n tr ie s .  In 
F ra n c e , w here  th e  Z io n is ts  c h a lle n g e  s tre n u o u s ly  th e  su p p o rt th a t  m any F rench  
Jew s g ive to  th e  C om m unist P a rty , th e  p ro c e ss  of a lie n a tio n  i s  a c c e le ra t in g .

The Z io n is t w rite r  G eoffrey  W ig o d e r, a n a ly z in g  th e  r e s u l ts  of th e  F rench  
p re s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n s  n o ted  th a t  in  one or tw o c o n s t i tu e n c ie s  th e  C om m unists 
su c c e e d e d  in  c o n so lid a tin g  th e  Jew ish  Left w ing  b e h in d  th e ir  p a r ty . M o re o v e r, 
th e  g re a t h o p es  o v e r Jew ish  im m igration  from th e  S o v ie t U nion a re  b e in g  d i s ­
so lv e d . I t is  now b e in g  ad m itted  o p en ly  th a t  th e re  h a s  b e e n  a drop  of 30% in  
th e  num ber of im m igran ts from th e  S o v ie t U nion du rin g  th e  f i r s t  f iv e  m onths of 
th is  y e a r  com pared  w ith  th e  sam e p erio d  of th e  p rec e d in g  y e a r .  (Je rusa lem  
P o s t , June 12 , 1974.)*  S eco n d , th e  d isa p p o in tm en t of th e s e  im m igran ts d r iv e s  
them  ou t o f th e  c o u n try . P ro fe sso r Y irm iyahu B ranover, chairm an  of S h am ir,* *  
w a s  rep o rted  "p ertu rb ed  by th e  num ber of S o v ie t im m igran ts w ho a rriv e  in  
I s r a e l  and  in te g ra te  e c o n o m ic a lly , b u t th en  w ish  to  le a v e  (and th e y  do so  in  
in c re a s in g  n u m b ers— E .T .)  a s  th e y  fe e l  a l ie n a te d  from I s r a e l i  s o c ie ty  a s  a

* The a c tu a l  drop fo r 1974 is  ab o u t 50%— Ed.

** An o rg a n iz a tio n  s e t  up to  h e lp  in te g ra te  im m igran ts from the  S o v ie t U nion .
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w h o le ."  (Terusalem  P o s t . June 18 , 1 9 7 4 .)*

The p ro fe s so r  n o ted  th a t m any Jew s have  a s s im ila te d  in  th e  S o v ie t Union 
an d  add ed  th a t  m any o th e rs  a re  on the  w ay  and  lam en ted  th a t  th re e  m illio n  Jew s 
in  th e  S o v ie t U nion m ay d is a p p e a r  in  tw en ty  y e a r s .  The th o u g h t n ag g ed  P .S a p ir ,  
r e c e n tly  e le c te d  chairm an  of bo th  th e  Jew ish  A gency and  th e  W orld  Z io n is t 
E x e c u tiv e , and  he e x p re s s e d  i t  in  th e s e  w ords: "I o p en ly  fe a r  th e  p ro c e s s  of 
d e g e n e ra tio n  and  re a l ly  w onder w h a t w ill be  le f t  o f th e  Jew ish  p e o p le  50 y e a rs  
from now ." (Jew ish  O b serv e r and  M iddle  E as t R ev iew . June 28 , 1974.)

Arye D u ltz in , t r e a s u re r  of th e  Jew ish  A gency sp e ak in g  in  th e  June 1974 
S e s s io n  of th e  Z io n is t G enera l C o u n c il "m a in ta in ed  th a t  an  e n tire  g e n e ra tio n  o f 
young  Jew ish  le a d e rs  in  th e ir  th ir t ie s  and  fo r tie s  w ere  e s tra n g e d  from Z ionism  
b e c a u s e  of the  m o v em en t's  p o l i t ic a l  d iv is io n ."  (Tewish O b se rv e r and  M iddip 
E as t R ev iew , June 2 8 , 1974 .) No one w ill  ta k e  th is  c la im  s e r io u s ly .  E s tran g e ­
m ent h a s  d e e p e r  ro o ts  and  th e  p re s e n t  p h a se  of th e  Z io n is t id e o lo g ic a l c r i s i s  
h a s  b e en  p re c ip a te d  by  the  a c u te n e s s  o f w h a t Z io n is ts  c a l l  "The Arab prob lem ."

T zvi Lamm, L ec tu re r on E duca tion  a t  th e  H ebrew  U n iv e rs ity  Je ru sa le m , 
in  an  a r t ic le  t i t le d  "Z io n ism 's  P a th  from R ealism  to  A utism : The P rice  o f L osing  
Touch w ith  R e a lity ,"  n e g a te s  th e  c o n c e p t th a t  Z ionism  i s  a n a tio n a l m ovem ent 
fo r l ib e ra tio n  and  h o ld s  th a t  i t  i s  in  e s s e n c e  a re s c u e  m ovem ent. He in s i s t s  
th a t  i t  i s  no t th e  lan d  o f I s r a e l  th a t  n eed ed  to  be l ib e ra te d  b u t th e  p e o p le  of 
I s r a e l .  T herefore: "Along w ith  th e  b u ild in g  o f fo r tif ic a tio n s  th e re  w a s  a ls o  
re c o g n itio n  th a t  w ith o u t a g re e m e n t, w ith o u t t a lk s ,  w ith o u t fin d in g  a  m odus 
V ivendi w ith  th e  A rabs our e x is te n c e  in  th is  lan d  an d  th is  reg io n  o f th e  w orld  
w a s  no t a s s u re d ."  (D isp e rs io n  and  U n ity . 2 1 /2 2 , 1 9 7 3 /7 4 , p . 4 8 -5 0 ) .

H ow ever th is  re c o g n itio n  w a s  sh e lv e d  and  th e  Z io n is t le a d e r s  o f I s ra e l  
p a s s e d  from re a lism  to  a u tism , w h ich  m ean t u s in g  m ilita ry  pow er to  d ic ta te  to  
th e  Arab p e o p le s .  Lamm n o te s  th a t  to  th is  p e rio d  b e lo n g  " th e  S in a i cam paign  
an d  th e  s ix -d a y  w ar" an d  w r ite s  s ig n if ic a n tly  th a t  th e  term  " l ib e ra te d  te rr ito ry "  
c o in e d  to  d e sc r ib e  th e  o c cu p ied  Arab a re a s  " sy m b o liz e s  th e  p re v a ilin g  a u tism ."

P u ttin g  h is  id e a  in  a  n u ts h e l l ,  he co n tin u ed  to  sa y  th a t  he an d  o th e rs

* An in s ig h t  in to  th is  problem  w a s  re v e a le d  by  a  c e r ta in  S hulam it A tkin w ho 
w ro te  a l e t t e r  to  th e  J e ru sa lem  P o st (July 1, 1974) and  d e sc r ib e d  h e r s e l f  a s  a 
new  im m igran t from th e  U .S . C om m enting on P .S a p i r 's  e le c t io n  to  th e  p o s t of 
C hairm an  o f th e  Jew ish  A gency an d  h is  d e s ire  to  b rin g  in  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  im m igran ts 
a  y e a r ,  sh e  su g g e s te d  th a t  th e  f i r s t  p rio rity  sho u ld  be to  k e ep  im m ig ran ts in  
th e  co u n try  an d  to  r a is e  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f liv in g  o f th e  fa m ilie s  o f O rien ta l 
o r ig in . Then sh e  rem arked  to  em p h a size  h e r  po in t: "There m u st be 
r e a so n  w hy 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  I s r a e l i s  l iv e  in  N ew  York C ity ."

som e
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d isc o v e re d  a f te r  th e  s ix -d a y  w ar "an  e n lig h te n in g  phenom enon: The Z io n is t 
id e o lo g y , w h ich  from th e  very  b e g in n in g  g u id ed  Z io n is t a c t iv i ty ,  re g re s s e d  
a n d  w a s  t r a n s la te d  in to  th e  lan g u ag e  o f a  pow er id e o lo g y ."

Nahum  G oldm ann , p re s id e n t o f th e  W orld  Jew ish  C o n g re ss  and  a t  one 
tim e p re s id e n t o f th e  W orld  Z io n is t O rg a n iz a tio n , a d d re s s in g  th e  U nion o f 
L ib era l an d  P ro g re ss iv e  S y n ag o g u es , a c c u s e d  B en-G urion  of r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
fo r th e  "d eep  c r i s i s  w h ich  I s r a e l  i s  now  p a s s in g ."  I s r a e l  w a s  p ay in g  for 
tw e n ty  y e a rs  o f B engurion ism . He e n la rg ed  on th e  them e: W h ile  he (Ben- 
Gurion) knew  th a t  I s r a e l  m ust m ake c o n c e s s io n s  to  th e  A rabs he w a s  s tubborn  
a n d  re fu se d  to  do a s  he sh o u ld . The c r i s i s  to d a y  i s  p ay in g  fo r 20 y e a rs  of 
d e lu s io n s  of g ran d eu r."  (Tewish O b se rv e r and  M iddle  E as t R ev iew , June 1, 

1974 .)

Z io n is ts  ad m it th a t  th e ir  p ro je c t m ean t d is p la c in g  th e  Arab p eo p le  of 
P a le s t in e .  They a re  a p t  to  re p e a t W e izm a n n 's  d ic tum : The m odem  c o n flic t  
b e tw een  A rabs and  Jew s i s  n o t a  c a s e  of a  c o n f l ic t  b e tw een  rig h t and  w rong 
b u t i s  one o f c o n flic tin g  r ig h ts .  W eizm ann  w ould  s a y ,  our c a s e  i s  more ju s t  
b e c a u s e  ou r n e e d s  a re  g re a te r .

But Z io n is ts  in  p e rio d s  of s u c c e s s  ignore  co m p le te ly  th e  r ig h ts  o f th e  
P a le s tin ia n  Arab p e o p le  and th e  c o n f lic t  b eco m es one of rig h t a g a in s t  th e  
Arab w ro n g . H ow ever in  p e rio d s  o f reb u ff o r s e tb a c k  th e  Z io n is ts  go in to  
p u b lic  s o u l- s e a rc h in g  an d  b e g in  to  sp e ak  of co m p ro m ise . P ro fe sso r  R o ten - 
s t r e ic h ,  le a rn in g  th e  le s s o n  of th e  O c to b er 1973 s e tb a c k , w ro te  th a t  " s in c e  
th e  s ix -d a y  w a r w e sh o u ld  have  b e e n  p rep ared  to  fin d  a  s y n th e s is  b e tw een  
our d ev o tio n  to  our g o a l an d  th e  s p ir i t  of co m p ro m ise , b e tw een  k e ep in g  w h a t 
i s  n e c e s s a ry  fo r ou r n a tio n a l e x is te n c e  an d  a  r e a d in e s s  to  g ive  up  w h a t m ust 
b e  g iv en  u p ."  (D isp e rs io n  and U n ity , 2 1 /2 2 , 1 9 7 3 /7 4 , p .  44 .)

The problem  n a tu ra lly  i s  more co m p lex . Z io n ism 's  c r i s i s  in v o lv e s  
s tra te g y  n o t t a c t i c s .  I t i s  th e  b a s ic  Z io n is t id e o lo g ic a l c o n c e p ts  th a t  a re  
in v o lv e d , n o t th is  t a c t ic  o r th a t ;  an d  b e c a u s e  Z ion ism , lik e  o th e r  c a p i ta l i s t  
re a c tio n a ry  id e o lo g ie s , c a n n o t ch an g e  i t s  n a tu re  o r c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  th e  
p re s e n t  c r i s i s  w il l  d e ep en  an d  e n v e lo p  Z ionism  u ltim a te ly .

The q u e s tio n  d if fe rs  w ith  I s r a e l .  I t  h a s  re a c h e d  th e  s ta g e  w here  a 
c h an g e  o f s tra te g y  c an  b reak  th e  m ag ic  c irc le  of w rong b reed in g  w ro n g . In  
o rd er to  do  s o ,  I s r a e l  h a s  to  re lin q u ish  Z io n is t e x p an s io n ism  an d  rec o g n ize  
th e  n a tio n a l r ig h ts  o f th e  P a le s tin ia n  Arab p e o p le . T his w il l  m ean a  b rea k  
w ith  th e  p o lic y  of c o llu s io n  w ith  im p e ria lism  a g a in s t  th e  Arab p e o p le s  and  
th e ir  s tru g g le  for p o l i t ic a l  and  s o c ia l  e m a n c ip a tio n .

I t  i s  in  th is  w ay  th a t  I s r a e l  c an  e n su re  i t s  s e c u r i ty ,  p e a c e fu l e x is te n c e  
an d  a c c lim a tiz a t io n  in  th e  re g io n . W hen su ch  a  s ta g e  i s  r e a c h e d , Z io n is t 
id eo lo g y  a s  a  d e te rm in in g  fo rce  in  I s r a e l  b eco m es a r c h a ic .

*  *  *


