
cated housing panels.
Birobidzhan, the regional center where 75,000 

people live, can also be called the light industry center 
of the Far East. Large factories producing stockings, 
shoes, clothing, knitwear and boots are located here. 
Our leading enterprise is Dalselmash, which turns out 
self-propelled caterpillar combines for the harvesting of 
grain, soybeans and com.

The headquarters of the farm machinery design 
bureau for the Eastern Siberia area and the Far East are 
also in Birobidzhan.

The workers settlement Teploozyorsk, where the 
largest cement factory in the Far East is located, keeps 
expanding, and the miners settlement of Khingansk is 
now on the region’s map. There is also a big tin-ex­
tracting plant here.

Considerable iron ore deposits have been found in 
the region. There is also a Siberian salmon-breeding 
farm near Teploozyorsk.

The region’s agriculture is represented by 36 large 
highly mechanized state farms, two collective farms, a 
mechanized poultry farm, an experimental agricultural 
station and a land-reclamation agency. Jews were not 
allowed to be farmers before the Socialist Revolution. 
Now the Soviet state allocates significant funds for 
strengthening the material-technical base of our agri­
cultural sector. In three years of the current five-year 
plan alone it spent over 100 million rabies for this pur­
pose.

The successes that the people of the Jewish Auton­
omous Region have achieved in production growth 
would have been impossible withtout economic ties 
with other areas of the country. We supply our man­
ufactured products to the Ukraine, Byelorussia, 
Kazakhstan and foreign countries and receive materials 
from the Kabardin-Balkar, Buryat and Tator Autono­
mous Republics, Latvia, Georgia and Uzbekistan.

Bugayenko: In Birobidzhan I saw a playbill saying 
that the Freilich Ensemble is giving a concert today. 
Are there other art groups too in the region?

Shapiro: Of course. We have the Jewish People’s 
Theater, whose productions are all in Yiddish. Its rep­
ertoire includes Mazltov (Congratulations), and The 
Doctor by Shalom Aleichem, and the works of modem 
Jewish playwrights.

The Russian Peoples Theater is also popular. Its 
cast is made up of both Russian and Jewish actors. In 
addition to these two theaters in Birobidzhan, there is 
an amateur drama group in the village of Amurzet.

The Birobidzhan City Palace of Culture and doz­
ens of other community centers have excellent amateur 
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art groups. One of the most popular is the amateur en­

semble of violinists.
Our youngest professional group, the Birobidzhan 

Chamber Music Orchestra has already been on tours 
abroad. By the way, a fine new building is being con­
structed for this theater and will be ready in time for the 
anniversary celebrations.

The region publishes the Russian language 
Birobidzhanskaya Zvezda and the Yiddish language Bi­
robidzhan Stern. Radio Birobidzhan broadcasts both in 
Yiddish and Russian. The works of Jewish writers are 
published in Khabarovsk and Moscow. A colorful Yid­
dish ABC book was published recently.

More than 70 nationalities live in our region. 
When I visited the U.S. as a member of a delegation of 
the USSR Supreme Soviet and also when I met with 
foreign delegations in our country, I was invariably 
asked: How do you succeed in maintaining the unity of 
so many nationalities within a comparatively small re­
gion? I explained that we don’t have to “ maintain” it. 
Unity and good-neighborliness underlie our way of 
life. We do not have divisions of people into rich and 
poor, into the powerful and the oppressed. The nutrient 
on which racial and national prejudice thrives simply 
does not exist in the Soviet Union. □
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The Israeli Terrorists 
and Their Abettors 

By Meir Vilner

This article is based upon a speech 
delivered in the Israeli Knesset on Jan­
uary 31, 1984 by Meir Vilner, M.K. and 
general secretary of the Communist 
Party of Israel.

On Sunday this week, two and a half years after 
the establishment of the Surveilliancc Commission, 
headed by the Deputy Attorney, lawyer Yehudit Karp, 
and one and a hall years after the Report had been pre­
sented to the Minister of Justice and to the Attorney- 
General, the Karp Report was tabled to the govern­
ment.

The terrorist uctions in the ocupied territories 
against Arab citizens and houses of worship and places 
holy to Christianity and Islam, which lately have been 
carried out, add spcciul topicality to the Karp Report.

The explosives which were planted in the Al-Aksa 
and Dome of the Rock mosques on Friday night (Jan­
uary 27) were a most serious terroristic act. We must 
ask ourselves: What would have happened if the terror­
ists had succeeded in blowing up the Al-Aksa mosque, 
which is one of the most holy places for hundreds of 
millions of Muslcms?

Those who planted the grenades and placed explo­
sives had a political aim. By an unprecedented explo­
sion of that sort they wanted to provoke among the in­
habitants of the West Bank and in the Arab and Muslim 
world an outbreak of anger, which would be used as a 
pretext for implementing a plan for expelling the Pales­
tinian people from the West Bank, from their home­
land. Reference is to a plan whose existence was seve­
ral years ago revealed by Aharon Yariv, (a former chief 
of the Israeli army intelligence).

The planed explosion was liable to be used also as 
a pretext for certain circles, to declare a special state of 
emergency within the State of Israel.

The attempt at blowing up the mosques in Jerusa­
lem, just as other terroristic actions, was carried out by 
a terroristic underground movement, which is moti­
vated by nationalist and fanatic-religious attitudes. His­
torical experience has proved that extremist nation­
alism and religious fanaticism are liable, under certain 
circumstances (occupation, oppression, the war in Leb­
anon, grave socio-economic and moral crisis) to lead to
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the seizure of power by a fascist dictatorship.

Who Stands Behind Them?

Government circles and political circles in the 
Knesset try to underestimate the severity of the prob­
lem. They deny the existence of an organized terroristic 
underground and claim that it is only a question of sev­
eral madmen. But at least several actions of terror were 
carried out in a most professional form, and simulta­
neously at various places. Without operative military 
skill, it was impossible at all to carry out these actions 
of terror.

Consider the attempt on the lives of the mayors (in 
the occupied West Bank — IB), which was earned out 
in a clearly professional way, with attention given to 
the smallest detail and the use of army vehicles. The 
same goes to the massacre in the Islamic College in 
Hebron.

Those who play the innocent, must be reminded of 
what two persons, who in the past served as heads of 
die Security Service, said: One of them, Isser Hard, 
said as follows: “ Begin prevented the adoption of cer­
tain steps which would have enabled to deal with the 
Jewish underground as should be done. It is possible 
that the Security Service wanted to take measures 
against Jewish underground organizations, but the gov­
ernment did not permit them to do so. ”

The second one, Ahitov, said that the colonial set­
tlements constitute “ an incubator for the breeding of 
terror”  and added “ Those who have now turned to the 
path of terror possess a good operative level. Their con- 
spirative behavior seems to be faultless and the political 
environment, which is close to them, provides cover.”

The planning, the organization and the carrying 
out of terroristic acts and the fact that their perpetrators 
are not brought to justice, all these lead to the conclu­
sion that somebody stands behind the terrorists, some­
body from the military and political establishment.

The facts which are included in the Karp Report 
only strengthen this conclusion. In the Report it is 
stated that “ Jews are suspected of carrying out severe 
criminal acts in the (occupied) territories — including 
acts of murder, attempt at murder, shots fired at Arabs, 
stealing arms, arson and hurling hand grenades — were 
not detained by the police and not brought to trial; and 
this was so because of the intervention from ‘above’ — 
among others of senior army officers — who impeded 
the policy in carrying out investigations of those ac­
tions” (according to “ Yediot Ahronot.” February 3, 
1984).

In a number of cases, in which inhabitants of the
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West Bank were murdered by colonial settlers, includ­
ing by the head of one of the settlements, the police 
received an instruction not to carry out detentions, or 
the investigation file was transfered to the military po­
lice and the person was not detained. In the Karp Re­
port it was also mentioned that the colonial settlers 
erect obstacles in face of the carrying out of investiga­
tions. And it is known that in the colonial settlements 
there are vast quantities of arms — both registered and 
unregistered — and that the settlers exchange among 
themselves weapons, in order to prevent the identity of 
those who had fired shots.

The lack of treatment, the severe deficiencies in 
the investigations against colonial settlers, the cover 
given them by authorities — all these testify to a basic 
political conception which attempts to rely on terror 
against Arabs, in order to achieve their goals.

Tear Up By Their Roots

The Likud governments and the security agencies 
which are controlled by them did not only fail to take 
steps for capturing the Jewish terrorists and expose 
their organizations, but they themselves have in prac­
tice, created the conditions which enabled the estab­
lishment of such underground movements and the car­
rying out of such unprecedented acts of terror. 
Moreover, the occupation authorities persecute the vic­
tims of the terror. This was the attitude towards the 
mayors in the West Bank, whose legs had been sev­
ered. They were subsequently removed from their of­
fice. And now they are prevented to move freely or to 
go abroad for medical treatment.

The terrorist underground is liable to undermine 
the foundations of Israeli society. If they will not be 
extracted from their roots, the nationalist and fanatic 
religious underground movements are liable to act also 
among the Jewish population, and the murder of Emil 
Grunzweig is an alarm signal.

The terroristic underground is liable to imperil our 
very existence here. Therefore we need a government 
which will not provide political support to the acts of 
terror but will act against the terror. Therefore it is im­
portant to topple, as early as possible, the Shamir gov­
ernment, which provides cover to terror, that causes 
victims and endangers the State of Israel, and to estab­
lish a new government which will conduct a new 
policy. □
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Jewish Americans 
and the Israeli Terrorists 

By Mark A. Bruzonsky
This article originally appeared in the Los An­

geles Times, May 2,1984.
As an American Jew, I am emotionally tortured by 

the reaction — rather, the non-reaction — to what hap­
pened after four Palestinian teenagers hijacked an Is­
raeli bus two weeks ago. I don’t know which to con­
demn more vigorously: Israeli brutality or American 
Jewish complicity by silence.

The facts, as related by witnesses and Isreali and 
American reporters so far, are spare: The four youths 
were indeed reckless in taking the bus, but acted with 
restraint during the long hours when Israeli officials 
pretended to negotiate.

At no point did the Palestinians harm anyone on 
the bus — hardly the manner of “ brutal terrorists.” 
Yet Israeli soldiers stormed the bus, killing one passen­
ger and at least two of the Palestinians. One — perhaps 
both — of the other two was taken away alive; photo­
graphs (yet to be published because of Israeli 
censorship) show him with no apparent serious inju­
ries. Within hours, the Israelis applied their policy of 
collective punishment, destroying the hijackers’ family 
homes in Gaza. A short time later the authorities re­
ported that all four were dead.

In an interview on American television, Defense 
Minister Moshe Arens attempted to cover up the inci­
dent. But, after some determined press coverage, 
Arens was forced to retreat and set up a commisssion of 
inquiry (which was intended to be a secret). Yet he was 
at the scene; surely he knows, and is to be held respon­
sible for, what took place.

It’s awful enough that this is what Israel has be­
come, adn what Israelis are prepared to tolerate. But 
when American Jewish organizations — including a 
number that are devoted to human rights and interna­
tional law, such as B’nai B’rith International and the 
World Jewish Congress — accept such conduct, when 
they insist on looking the other way and making ex­
cuses, when they blind their eyes to this hatred and 
blood-thirstiness coming from “ our” side, then surely 
we are all implicated, unless we cry out in anguish and 
protest in disgust.

What would have been the reaction of American 
Jewish organizations if the homes of Jewish families, 
whose sons were captured fighting for Israel, were 
razed? What would have been the reaction of these or­
ganizations if an Israeli pilot had been captured alive
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and unhurt by Syria during the last war, and then killed 
in cold blood? What would have been the reaction dec­
ades ago if family homes had been bulldozed by the 
British in retaliation for the actions of Jewish “ freedom 
fighters?” What would have been the reaction today if 
any of the Israeli prisoners held by the Palestine Liber­
ation Organization were to be executed?

This double standard has gone too far. American 
Jews, and the organizations that claim to represent 
them, cannot stand idly by while such outrages as the 
Gaza “ incident”  take place, and then expect their pro­
tests to be considered fair and reasonable when they 
question Palestinian or Arab conduct. American Jews 
and their organizations cannot claim to be dedicated to 
civil rights and human decency and yet stand by when 
major Israeli personalities call Palestinians “ cock­
roaches” and Israelis then act on that analogy. These 
organizations cannot stand by while preparations are 
made to disinherit the remaining Palestinians in what 
the world considers occupied territories. They cannot 
do this and expect thoughtful Arabs to be “ moderate” 
and “ recognize” Israel, and trust in the good will of 
either Jews or the United States.

Jews around the world have just celebrated another 
Passover. But how can we honestly participate in a cer­
emony commemorating our own people’s oppression 
thousands of years ago, while our own people practice 
similar oppression today with the approval (or at least 
the acquiescence) of almost all the organizations that 
claim to speak in our name?

The events of the past weeks are only an example 
of what is taking place with increasing frequency in 
Israel: an acidic racism and militarism that is corrupting 
the soul of our people, destroying the integrity of our 
heritage and our modem institutions and threatening 
the fabric of American society as the Jewish commu­
nity here increasingly isolates and stigmatizes itself.

We cannot continue to oppose even meek Ameri­
can attempts to lessen Middle East tension without the 
difficult subject of “ dual loyalty” arising, and without 
raising questions about who we are. We cannot, issue 
after issue, side with the government of Israel against 
the norms of our heritage and the policies of our coun­
try, without losing our dignity, corrupting our self-re­
spect and abusing our standing when it is our turn to 
call on others to protect our own rights.

There will be many more terrorist incidents in the 
coming weeks and years. Palestinians feel that they no 
longer have any choice. This “ new reality” is begin­
ning to be widely accepted even in moderate and tradi­
tionally pro-American Arab circles.
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If we are not rational about the likely new wave of 
terrorist incidents, what will be taking place is likely to 
achieve the purpose of the most uncompromising el­
ements among us: to break most ongoing contact 
among the various sides, and to perpetuate the conflict 
between Jews and Arabs until Israel’s eventual destruc­
tion, a Middle East nuclear war or even a world confla­
gration.

In the process we can expect anti-Semitic and anti- 
Jewish postures to grow, which could prove dangerous 
to the continual integration of American Jews into our 
own society. Unless thoughtful American Jews reas­
sess their values, and begin to challenge those in Israel 
who are responsible for what has taken place, as well as 
those “ leaders”  of American Jewry who have lost the 
ability to distinguish right from wrong, all of us will be 
forced to choose sides as the moderate institutions and 
personalities collapse into impotence, irresolution and 
confusion.

Some American Jews and some American Jewish 
organizations have claimed all along that they are dif­
ferent — that they are fair, that they are not simply 
apologists for Israel or cowards in the face of commu­
nity pressures. Where are they? □

Mark A. Bruzonsky, who for six years was Wash­
ington associate of the World Jewish Congress, is a 
consultant on Middle East affairs.
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