
tions Organisation as a whole, not only has the 
right to examine this question but, considering 
the situation that has arisen in Palestine, is duty­
bound to make an appropriate decision. The So­
viet delegation believes that the plan for the Pa­
lestinian settlement drawn up by the committee, 
whereby the Security Council should take mea­
sures in line with its implementation, fully ac­
cords with the interests of maintaining and con­
solidating international peace and with the inte­
rests of strengthening co-operation between states. 
It is precisely for this reason that the Soviet dele­
gation supports the recommendation concern­
ing the division of Palestine.

Unlike certain other delegations, the Soviet 
delegation has from the very beginning taken a 
precise and clear stand. It has persistently fol­
lowed this line. It is not going to manoeuvre or 
manipulate with the votes in a certain way, a 
fact which unfortunately occurs at the Assembly 
in connection with the discussion on the Pales­
tine question.

Pravda, November 30, 1947

From Speech by Soviet Representative at Plenary 
Meeting of UN General Assembly on Palestine 

Question, December 11, 1948

The Soviet Union takes a clear, consistent and 
principled position on the question of Palestine. 
It champions the freedom of the peoples, their 
right to self-determination, and the maintenance 
of peace and security. The Soviet Union's stand 
accords with the principles, tasks and goals of 
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the United Nations Organisation, as outlined in 
the Charter of our Organisation. It is precisely 
for this reason that the Soviet delegation still 
believes that a radical settlement of the Palestine 
problem can be achieved on the basis of the Ge­
neral Assembly's resolution of November 29, 
1947, which grants the two peoples of Palestine 
the right to an independent existence, based on 
equality.

In the light of the above-mentioned, the Soviet 
delegation maintains, there is no point in intro­
ducing reservations such as those that have now 
been included in the so-called proposal of seven 
states, in Document 424, into the General Assem­
bly's resolution of November 29.

We must see to it that this resolution is carried 
out, for it will fully accord with the interests of 
both the Jewish and the Arab population of Pa­
lestine, with enabling these peoples to implement 
their right to national self-determination, to set 
up independent, democratic states. The events in 
Palestine and the very development of these 
events have convincingly illustrated the correct­
ness of the Soviet Union's stand on the Palestine 
issue, for this stand serves the common interests 
of all peace-loving peoples, and the whole of 
progressive humanity.

As to the draft resolution submitted by the 
First Committee, the Soviet delegation believes 
that it can only lead to negative results, precise­
ly because of the considerations I have had the 
opportunity of mentioning in my speech. More­
over, the composition of the arbitration or conci­
liation commission proposed in the draft, as 
well as the failure of the draft to mention such 
a vitally important measure as the immediate 



withdrawal of all foreign troops and military 
personnel from Palestine, a measure intended to 
achieve a peaceful settlement in Palestine, makes 
this draft resolution inacceptable for the Soviet 
delegation and it will have to vote against it.

The Soviet delegation feels that the interests 
of peace in Palestine require the immediate with­
drawal of all foreign troops and military person­
nel stationed on the territory of the Jewish and 
Arab states in Palestine-the creation of these 
states is stipulated in the General Assembly's re- 
solution-and that the Security Council should 
take appropriate measures to prevent the resump­
tion of hostilities in Palestine.

We must find a way to solve the Palestine pro­
blem. The resolution submitted by the majority 
of the First Committee for your consideration, 
does not provide the answer. Today it can only 
be found by observing the principles outlined in 
the resolution of the General Assembly of No­
vember 29, 1947.

Izvestia, December 15 and 16, 1948

Soviet Government's Notes to Governments of 
the United States, Great Britain, 

France and Turkey *

* This is the Note to the Government of the United 
States. The Notes to the governments of Great Britain, 
France and Turkey were of analogous contents.

November 24, 1951

In connection with the address of the govern­
ments of the United States, Britain, France and 
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