17th CONGRESS OF ISRAELI COMMUNIST
PARTY

The Communist Party of Israel held its 17th Congress on June

%i%Tel Aviv.* .
ongress Was attended by 394 delegates, the delegations of
I f fraternal Communist and Workers* parties and a delegation of
Ilia_journal Problems. of Peace and Socialism. o
Congress received greetings and messages of solidarity from
E . majority of Communist and Workers’ parties, numerous labor
=am youth organizations and different groups of the Israeli popula-

| The Congress was opened by Politbureau member Tawfigq Toubi,
flH> greeted the delegates and the delegations of fraternal Com+
Eunjst and Workers’ parties,
ﬂ%_l?th Congress gfa the CPI, he said, is meeting at a time when
E t crisis caused by the June 1967 war is still endangering peace
'éf security in the”Middle East. He stressed that the Israeli rulers
laboring under a delusion if they believe that the?_/ will be able
Ii(.l,._perpetua'_[e the occupation by their aggressive policy. Rejectin
J,| political settlement, they thereby create a situation whic!
ILL becoming ever more explosive. )
T I'1s quite clear now that Israel’s security has never been as

‘Resolutions of the Congress will be published in our next issue.—Ed
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1
precarious as_ it is today. Feelings of anxiety and insecurityr |1
running high in the country.

“Showing concern for the cause of peace and security of fl ;
Israeli_people and all the peoples of the area,” Toubi continue
our Communist Party appeals to all forces in Israel who cherli !
the cause of peace, to all organizations and public personalitlf
opposed to the continuation of the occupation and demandll( j
fulfilment of the Security Council resolution, to unite in the rani |
of a peace front and fo mobilize the masses for a nationwide
olitical struggle so as to force the government to abandon mj
idebound position and act in favor of the long-awaited pean |
peace without annexations.”

The Party’s urgent task today is to expand the political strugll |
against the policy of occupation and annexation. The Commum]
Party, all its or%anlzatlons and members are actively parﬂapatlnl
in the struggle of people who are acting against the anti-democrat*
and anti-labor policy of the government and the policy of raclj |
discrimination.

The Party is fighting in complex conditions, in an atmosphere |
chauvinism, hatred for other peoples fanned in the country =
of anti-Sovietism. The Party Is constantly persecuted under tIKjj
emergency laws. Party leaders and members are obliged to lijflj
é?rg£(€§s specified by the authorities and are subjected to systematil

Toubi warmly greeted the peoples of Irag and Syria who hif§
established their sovereignty on their land by nationalizing tM|
Irag Petroleum Co., which is an important gain for the Amh
national-liberation movement

In this connection he pointed out that the process of establishM .
the governments of progressive national fronts in Syria and Iraq §
one more evidence of continuous change taking place in the roll
tionship of forces in favor of the anti-imperialist, democratic 1l
progressive forces fighting in this area of the globe.

Condemning the US. aggression in Vietnam, Toubi said:
~ “Expressing our resolute protest at this Congress against (Ml
inhuman crimes perpetrated by the U.S. imperialists, we tell then
Enough of killing! toE_ the crimes against the people of VietniB
ﬁ% [he whole of mankind. American colonialists, get out of Villi

“We express our fraternal solidarity with the people of Vielnij |
and feel confident that thanks to their heroism and the fraterrflg
assistance of their true friends, the Soviet Union and other socilH |
countries, the people of Vietnam will win through to victory.”

Toubi emphasized that the internationalist unity of the Parl
the vital basis of its activity. Unity of the Communists, both Jl«fl
and Arabs, will ilumine the path of the two peoples towards a belli#
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future. And he added: “The relations of friendship existing between
Ulr Party and the Communist parties of the Arab countries prove
(hill there are great opportunities for establishing new relations
Id our region, provided there is a radical change in the official
[MHloy of Israel.” ) ) o

Thé speaker pointed to the firmness of relations linking the CPI
Wlli the fraternal Communist and Workers’ parties. “For us, the
sirticipation of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in the
Wk of our Congress in the present situation is a wholehearted
Mpression of solidarity with the st_rugdqle_ of the Communist Party
if Israel, an expression of sincere friendship which the Soviet Union
his for the workers and other people of Israel, just as for the
Hber peoples. Your being present here, Soviet comrades, expresses
MI sincere concern of the Soviet Union for establishing a just
util durable peace between Israel and the Arab countries,
i "Wk view the arrival of the delegation of many fraternal Com-
munist parties at our Congress as an expression of solidarity with
lilir Party, an expression of friendship for the working people and
K1 popular masses of Israel aspiring to peace.” )
t llelow we publish an abridged version of the Central Committee
lljKirt to the Congress delivered by Meir Vilner, General Secretary
|irf the CC CPI.

OUR BASIC TASK IS TO SECURE THE WITHDRAWAL
OF TROOPS AND ESTABLISH PEACE

1 Our 17th Congress has convened three and a half years after
Ihr preceedlng, bth Cong?ress. Historically, it is a brief period, but
:Jl wus one of rapid development and progress of the world’s pro-
yrnisive forces. Positive political and social changes have come
cShaut in our region, the Middle East. Nor did life ‘in Israel stand
figlll.
Ji_ "Our 17th Congress has convened five years after the June 1967
ifir, at a time when the occupation of the Arab territories still
kfimtinues. The continued occupation and the absence of peace —
Kin is what attracts the main attention of our Congress.” =~

1 Tre Israeli rulers undermine the opportunities for establishin
tlice in the Middle East. They are alarmed by the successes o
Nil Soviet-American summit meeting, which déalt a serious blow
K _ the cold war policy. ) )

IFIt is known, however, that the U.S. ruling circles were forced
1ti take this step as a result of changes in the world balance of
forces. The main thing_now is to fulfil the agreements signed during
(I summit meeting. The factors that compelled U.S. imperialism
| |o retreat from some fundamental tenets of its bankrupt foreign
ij/mllcy are bound to compel them to fulfil these agreements too.
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At the same time, Vilner stressed the principled and flex
character of Soviet policy aimed at strengthening peaceful
existence, on the one hand, and at giving maximum support to th
pﬁoPkI]gs 01? grtlng against imperialism, as, for instance, in Vietr

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The developments in the Middle East and the changes that h|
taken place in the area, Vilner said, are anti-imperialist in characta
The period under review witnessed the strengthening of _frlendl*
Soviet-Arab relations, as expressed in the treaties of friendsh
and cooperation signed between the USSR and Egypt and betwei
the USSR and Irag. _A progressive national front has been esta
lished in Syria and is being formed in Iraq with the participatii
of the Communist parties which has served as the basis
forming coalition governments.

Nationalization of foreign oil companies in Iraq and Syr
strikes a strong blow at the positions of imperialist monopolies
the Middle East. These and other progressive, anti-imperialist mov*
in the Arab world serve the interests not only of the Arab peopl«
but also those of the people of Israel, and the interests of pea
and security in this region of the world. _

The Jordanian ruling clique, which organized the massacres
September 1970, Vilner said, did not succeed in eradicating
national movement of the Arab people of Palestine.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE OCCUPATION, FOR PEACE

The_Golda Meir government does not want a just settlemeiA
and clings in every Way to the policy of annexation.

The speaker cited statements of high-ranking figures, whlicj
reveal the expansionist aspirations of the Israeli rulers.

In so doing, he referred in particular to the statement of reti
General Meir Banl, who speakln[q at a meeting in Tel-Aviv on M
27, 1972, protested against the plundering and eviction of thousan
of Bedouins in the Rafah region, and said:

_ “When | see such chauvinism, when | see such frenzy, sucM
intoxication over our military strength, I am seized with alarm
and feel that | want to give up the ﬁqc_cu |edR territories as quicklp
as possible, and in return obtain a political solution of the question”

But generals like War Minister Moshe Dayan and people lIkH*
Haim Bar Lev, Minister of Industry and Agriculture, continue él
back the policy of expansion. Recently, the ruling element record”
its_expansionist aspirations in a Knesset resolution, of March Ifl
1972, trying even to find a “justification” for them in history.
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Vilner warned the Israeli rulers against the illusion that they
11t deprive the Arab people of Palestine of its rights. )
sv111 the past there was a historical process which culminated in
1 | establishment of the rule of the great imperialist powers over
E Il of the Asian and African countries. This process continued for

tire than a hundred years. But what do we see now? Not only

this process ceased, but the colonial system of imperialism
[{ouif has collapsed once and for all. And in the countries still ruled
‘mi colonialists, the earth burns under their feet. The policy of the
j urieli rulers, who are making the life and death of the State of
purl dependent on the imperialist powers, is_a menace to the
iCtuntry’s future. The State of Israel can continue to exist and
In"security only if it becomes a peace-loving and independent
Eastern state maintaining good-neighbor relations with the
P1th peoples. This is why anyone who expects the hundred-year-
#!II iiolicy of colonialism to continue and even expand in future, is
filhing but a racialist and an advocate of aggression, exposing
fjjl people to danger and denying them a life in peace and security.
} i this connection, the General Secretary referred to the role
a_the United States government, which openly supports the
S‘Dfleh rulers’ policy of conquest and to the latter’s connection
[l the U.S. imperialists. Firm action by the forces of peace,
ntlonal liberation and socialism in the entire world, with the
Evict Union at their head, can make the imperialists discontinue
Hlilr support.

OUR PLAN OF ACHIEVING PEACE

KQur slogan, “Against the Occupation — For Peace,” Vilner said,
ipresses the essence of the Party’s peace plan for the Middle
it. The masses in Israel are swiftly becoming more politically
1are and active, which is exceedingly important for the effectua-
iiiin of the peace plan. For this, it IS necessary to create an anti-
pporialist democratic front, whose important task it will be to
[[tnblish peace in the Middle East. ] )
1'Our peace plan,” Vilner said, “is based on the implementation
If nl the provisions of the Security Council resolution of November
1, 1967, elucidated and confirmed by the UN General Assembly
KtlHions of 1970 and 1971 and the Security Council resolutions on
fiusalem.

ii"Our Party offers the people the following plan for achieving

Ece:

1" —espect for the rights of all peoples and states in the region,
Eludln?_the people of Israel and the Arab people of Palestine;

1 <—fulfilment of all the provisions Cf the Security Council resolu-
tion of November 22, 197;
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« . . . I The General Secretary rejected the appeal for the Palestinian
—the peace frontiers must be the frontiers that existed® . : P/ 3 IR e
June 4, 197, and the Israeli troops must withdraw to withic : Arabs to exercise their right to self-determination in conditions of

ihese frontiers: ihi upation. “Only after the occupation of the areas seized in June
“—the sides must declare renunciation of the state of war dvi IAI7 has ended,” he said, “will there be conditions for the Arab

respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all the statf rBople of Palestine to exercise their right to self-determination.”

: o Pt ; situation in the occupied areas today is appalling: the peo-
of the region, and their right to live in peace within the recogniij te are subjected to inhumzfn terror and hgrsh eggnom?c explgita-

?r?da ns;cw{g/ borders without resorting to the threat or use of fori f51m |‘-‘Fr0|m the %_%Onomigl pointfol]; VieVX, the Ioccue/ivehq ﬁrelas alrehan
p e : . TJrueli colony.” The problem of East Jerusalem, which Israel has
A 2sting peace must be established between Israel and 11 “{gyia incorporated into ts territory, desherves special attention,
,‘ . . j "Under a peace agreement,” Vilner said, “the eastern part of Jeru-
—a just solution must be reached of the problem of the Pallf 3,y "o /i e “Fetiimed to Arab soverei nty. However, once the

tine Arab refugees, based on respect for their rights in accordant:! e
with the UN decisions securing them a free choice between repatria-  O0oupetion is ended there can and should be an agreed settlement

“—freedom of navigation must be secured for Israel, as for ay SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION
other country, through the Suez Canal and Tirana Straits.” AND INTENSIFIED CLASS STRUGGLE
FOR BUILDING A PEACE FRONT [ The General Secretary briefly described the country’s social and
feonomic position:

. “One of the most important tasks of our Party’s 1.7th_00n%f9i| Iy to the American monopolies. As a result Israel has moved fur-
is to work out ways leading to the growth and consolidation of Ht | her and further away from the attainment of economic indepen-
eace forces in Israel, and also to the intensification of the struggle, | gonee.

nification of the peace forces should turn them into a hl_?_hly il *The five years since the June war have seen the extreme mili-
ential factor in the country’s political development. The mailt Urization of the economy and the national budget.
weapon used by the enemy in his attempts to obstruct the unific* | “Big business profits have grown. Real wages have declined; there
tion of the peace forces in Israel is anti-communism. _ 111 more poverty and sharper class contradictions.”

Therefore, it is necessary to do everything possible to create i~ The speaker cited incontestable data showing the degree of econ-
united peace front embracing different ideological and political cur- 1 »ic militarization. For instance, military expenditure has increased
rents in order to mobilize the broadest possible forces for the strug illxfold since 1966, from 1.2 billion pouinds in 1966 to 7 billion in
8Ie against the occupation and annexation, for a just, peaceful set 1 1971 This has made for a bigger balance of payments deficit. There

ement of the crisis. In this_respect, it is extremely interesting 16 | |kalso a growing foreign debt, which has risen from $1.6 billion in
note the many protests against the government’s policy, and te 1 197 to $3.6 billion in 1971
growth of opposition forces among various sections of the cout 1 “The growing foreign debt is one manifestation of Israel’s increas-
try’s population. The growing. comprehension of the aggressivf ling enthrallment by foreign capital of the imperialist states, prim-

Further, Meir Vilner said: | "Israel’s economy is more than ever tied to foreign capital, main-
|

nature of the June War of 1967 is to no small degree giving impulii | inly the United Sfates." American economic “aid” and specifically

to this course. | "uid” for the acquisition of armaments has given the Israeli econ-
1 ony a lopsided pattern. ) o .

THE PALESTINE PROBLEM In general, the influx of foreign capital is damaging Israel’s econ-

Passing to the Palestine problem, Vilner noted that the Commit 1 MY leading to inflation and to steep rises in prices and taxes. For
nist Party of Israel has always worked for recognition of the Palos | InStence, according to official statistics rents in 1971 were up 70

tinian Arabs’ national rights. The June war, the occupation and tt> P& cent on 1968. No wonder there is mounting discontent among

aggravated problem of refugees, he said, had spurred the develop- ! Ire_people. . . .
ment of a mass movement of Palestinian Arabs for their national | | The work(]ecrshare the har deStRh'tl by the Py Ianddsa%all ax
rights and against imperialism and the occupation. equences of the occupation. Real wages have declined while the
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profits of local and foreign capitalists have been rapidly increasH
from one billion pounds in ‘to 14 billion in 1970, an incre»5
of 40 per cent. Intensified exploitation and the economic stranghi
hold of foreign capital have greatly aggravated the class struggle
This can be seen In the growth of the strike movement: front®!
strikes in 1969 to 169 in 1971 The strikes are evidence of mountiM |
worker resistance to the government and employer onslaught dl ;
living standards, which are steadily deteriorating.

Social welfare data reveal that one family in five and one in fou

of the urban population are in need or are living on the borderlin*
of poverty.

ca
1

ARAB POPULATION

The General Secretary dealt with the question of the Arab mﬁijj ,
lation, which makes up 12 per cent of the country’s total. |
Arabs suffer from the government’s racial discrimination in employ
ment, education, welfare, etc.

“The Israeli government has tried to present to the world a demo j
cratic and enlightened image. In reality, however, it is following
a policy of racial discrimination, and not only in the occupied areal,
but also against the Arab citizens of Israel.”

The Communist Party J)Iays_ the leading role in the struggl™
against_discrimination and national oppression. It advocates equal
rights for Jews and Arabs. “The Israeli Arab population is a na
tional minority L : 2 Of rai
minority is fighting for civil and national equality within the Israeli

and part of the Arab people of Palestine. Thin I
J

state, for social progress and democracy, for realization of the nil- |

tural national rights of the Arab people of Palestine, for a just
peace between Israel and the Arab states.”

AGAINST ZIONIST IDEOLOGY
AND ANTI-SOVIET PROPAGANDA

Dwelling on the ideological and political struggle, the Generil
Secretary said that the 16th Party Congress had profoundly an
alyzed Zionism in the light of Marxism-Leninism. “We should em
phatically declare that the ideology and practice of Zionism nun
counter to the interests of laboring Jews in every country, just ai
they run counter to the national interests of the Israeli people. I
capitalist countries, Zionist policy helps the forces of reaction, m
cialism and anti-Semitism. Hence, far from promoting the true nil
tional interests of the Israeli people and of laboring Jews, support
of Zionist policy is wholly contrary to these interests.”

_ That being so, the struggle against Zionist ideology and practici
is a manifestatioon of Israeli patriotism, a struggle for the tru#
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imtional interests of the Israeli people, for the interests of laboring
Jws in all countries, for world peace. o
[ Closely linked with imperialism, Zionist organizations are render-
mg it a valuable service in the fight against communism by their
Inflammatory anti-Soviet propaganda and conspiratorial aCtIV_ItY.
In recent years, anti-Soviet propaganda has grown to incredible
dimensions in Israel. Many a Knesset session has been turned into
a shameful anti-Soviet spectacle. o )
The anti-Soviet campaigns of the Zionist leaders and Israeli rul-
ers, all their plotting directed agiamst the socialist countries and
enti-imperialist regimes are s_|mp¥_ the price paid imperialism for
lupporting the Israeli extremists. This propaganda runs counter to
the interests of peace in the Middle East. Its purpose is to prepare
the ground for a possible escalation of the war, and this would go
ugainst the vital interests of the Israeli people. It is urgently neces-
«ary for lIsrael to establish good relations with the Soviet Union,
but that can be achieved only by abandoning the policy of aggres-
»lon and annexations and ceasing anti-Soviet propaganda.

OUR PARTY AND THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

 Remarking on the third anniversary of the 1969 Moscow Meet-
mg_ of Communist and Workers’ Parties, Meir Vilner said it “sig-
nified the beginning of a new stage in strengthening unity of the
Communist movement on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and pro-
letarian_internationalism.” )

The Communist Party of Israel supports the conclusions drawn
by the Meeting. Their correctness has been confirmed by develop-
ments. The Party rejects the policy of the Chinese Communist Party
leaders as contrary to the interests of the socialist camp, the inter-
national Communist movement and the anti-imperialist struggle.

The speaker then stressed the leading role of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union as the party possessing the greatest revo-
lutionary experience. “Our Party will continue to extend its co-
operation with all fraternal Communist parties on common prob-
lems, and will support international, regional and bilateral con-
sultations.” ) ) o

The 17th Congress of the Communist Party of Israel is a signi-
ficant event for Israeli Communists and all peace-loving forces.
There can be no doubt that the congress will make an important
contribution to Party unity and the struggle for peace, democracy
and social progress.
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