INTERVIEW WITH MEIR VILNER —
GENERAL SECRETARY, CC CP OF ISRAEL

Where is Israel, where are the Israelis four years after the “six-
chy’ \é\tgr the occupation of Arab territory” and the refusal to
i
follovvmq is an interview with Meir Vilner, General Secre-
CC CP of Tsrael who headed his Party’s delegation to the 24th
Congress in Moscow. Comrade Vilner was interviewed by
* gpecial correspondent of Humanite.
-The Congress of the Labor Party, of which Golda Meir is

Qe of the prominent fl%res has again declared its, intention of
*Imexi ar areas of terrlto \Nnat is the significance of
&Hri'?tub ) rt|§|on of annexatlon the Israeli rulérs at a tlme
reat efforts are bel Egypt, in order
a_peaceful solutlon in the Moece ég

A—Golda Meir’s Labor Party Congress, the speeches at the
Congress and  last vveeks resolutlon show that the Israeli rulers
Inve learned nothing from the past. They demand radical boundary
Ill»nges Golda Meir’s s h shows tha the extremist forces have

d. This does not mean, however, that there do not
more reallstlc tendenmes in the’ country.
I Q—How can such a position be explained?
| A—A sl count |ke Israel cannot afford to ignore interna-
lloel oplnlon e%/ Council and UN resolutions,
liCHtias can be maintained only with help from the outside. In
lilncase, support by North American imperialism
[ The United States is hampering a political solution in the Middle
x«at. With the aid of Israell occupation it wants to force the Arab
lutes to make political concessions, and prove to them that the
lly way out is a rapprochement with the United States. That is
the”United States continues su?Portlng Israel’s extremist posi-
tia’s in spite of certain tactical differences
| Qs this realistic?
BA—We believe that the calculations .of Washington and the
limeli government are not realistic. Their evaluation of the new
hilimoe of world forces is incorrect. In the Middle East they under—
|Itlmate the fact that and Syria have created anti-imperialist

IEI established"strong, friendly ties with the and

II the mternal progressive reforms there are rooted deeply among
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. Besides, these calculations do not take account of the changl
in the sentiments of Israeli society. _ _ _
Q—What is the nature of this change in sentiments in lsraeH

soclety
_Atl'l)'he population is gradually changing its appraisal of thl
situation. The le are no longer prepared to take part in a W/

war. There are several reasons for this:

1 Many have come to see that an annexationist policy witn
American”support cannot lead anywhere. The events in | Inl
have shown that the United Statés is not invulnerable.

_2 The latest statement by the ian government has mede |
big impression in our country. t hasS officially declared ﬂ
readiness to sign a peace treafy with the state of Israel, reoggl
ing its soverelgn and guaranteeing freedom of navigation in I
Stez canal and the Strait of Tiran. ] o ]

_People are coming to_ realize that there exists a realistic posib
bility of achieving a political solution and ending this hopeless wur,

3. The war and_the continued occupation of Arab territory aft
having an increasingly adverse effect on the country’s economic
and social life.

R—Wnat is the cause of th(raTgr ng social struggle in Israeli

—Prices and taxes keep climbing. In 1970 real wages for many
working people, and in sqme, cases the nominal wage, dropped. Tny
compulSory defense loan Is also a burden. Intellectuals and workorl
alike have to contend with the consequences of the government'!
expansionist policy. _ _

In 1970 there were twice as many people out on strike as in 19\
andlthere IS a pc(j)werful mov_er_rllent_ ) (éockers, power E‘FII!
employees, ground crews in civil aviation and even among pilo
ngsever] V\%eks teachers in secondary schools were out on Fs)trll
and hospital personnel, too, was involved in a Brplonged_ struggle

T: ng] into account the disaffection of public opinion, poll!
among the youth and_even_ soldiers, the government is_trying 1
find a remeaé/ in anti-Sovietism. It has launched a campaign of UR
precedented ferocity. ) L _

—what 1S the “purpose of this anti-Soviet campaign?

—The main reason is that the USSR advocates peace wilhatll
annexation while the Israeli rulers prefer annexation without pca(l)_J|

Those \&%o'ole who were saved by the Soviet Union during t
Second World War finally get the Impression that Jews were «1
terminated not by the Nazis but by Soviets. We are fighting
against this immoral (_:anpalgln. . ]

Besides, anti-Sovietism helps build up American-type fasg'l|
(L;Jro_ups. We have seen groups of students arriving here from

hited States, wearing~ uniforms of the fascist Jewish pefend

3 information bulletin

The fafcist_ Beitar organization recently attacked our Party

premises in Tel-Avv, ] ] )

r O—In these_ conditions, what is the policy of the Israeli OP?
—Our policy is aimed at establishing ‘the widest possible

front of groups_and individuals advocating strict observance of the

fecurl_ty unci| resolution, peace without annexation, irrespective

if their_political views and appraisal of the “six-cay” war.

Qur Party is no longer isolated as it was in when it wes
In(* sole political forcé opposing the war and occupation. Todar
roups and individuals cooperaté with our Parcth/, striving to reac

{ s just mentioned. At a meeting on March 29 in the Journal-
INs™ House in Tel-Aviv, for_instance, people of different back-
glr_ounds took the floor, including a rabbi, trade union functionaries
*lid a journalist from the newspaper Haaretz. _

This is a significant event, if we recall that there was a time

no one had any desire for discussions with the Communists.

W\ are struggling against anti-Sovietism, against any curtailment
@ freedom, es;l:[)_e(:lally freedom for Communists. Together with
Ghers we_are Tighting against any encroachments on™democratic
fiKtis, against arrests, torfure and destruction in the_occupied areas.

In conclusion 1 should like to stress that the policy followed by
Be lsraeli rulers rests only on the armed forces of American int
CEI’Ia|I5rOT1I: IThISIIS very dangerous, especially for the state and the

e of Israel.

' There are people abroad and unfortunately also in France, pos-
llbly honest people, who want security for Israel, but at the same
lime back the policy of the Israeli government. As Israeli patriots,
ve say to them that their_position iS insolubly contradictory. Those
wWo Wish to see Israel existing_in conditions ‘of security and ,
-uppomnrg friendly relations with its Arab neighbors, must oppose
limIsraeli rulers™ annexationist claims, come out against the re-
fild to recognize the rights of the people of Palestine and against
liibordination to_ AmeriCan_imperialism. This is the only way to
pfend the true interests of the Israeli people.
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