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IN ANSWER TO SHIELDS |

By #¥illiam Gorman

EA

IA the 'JORKERS PARTY BULLETIN (voL, II, Wo, 2), Comrade Shields
subjects my article on the Zionist Congress to a page and a half
of ridicule before hé declares 'enough of this forced facetious~-
ness.," Iad he kept this in mind at the very beginning, he could
heve avoided glving s painful display of how serlous political ques-
tions can be treated with thoughtless frivolity.
- Shields writes, "Gorman finds nothing whatsoever in the delib-
eratlions of the CongPess to take serlously enough to analyze, com-
ment upon énd indicate the Bolshevlik solution....He finds it suf-
ficient...to laugh at the whole proceedings, solutlons and problems
alike." We shall see in a moment who 1s displaying a lack of serious-
ness., Shields suggests that my proposed solutlon to Jewigh=Arab~
British differences is ™and~-holding end joining." Glven the pro-

. per degree of sophistry, a joke can be made ouf of anything, I was

discussing in en earlier pert of the artlcle the ineffectual nature
of individual acts of terror and the dangerous nature of 1its source-
-=the geml-fascist, anti-Arab Revisionlsts. Rather than izolated

‘terror actions, "what is required first is a political program

which could mobilize both Jews and Arebs In Pal estine, which could
gain the support of the neighboring colonial peoples and the sym-
pethy of the workers of the world.," Shields overlooks thls guota-

‘tion because it provides him with nothing to laugh about. It is

at the heart of the present lmpasse in Palestine,

Shields, armed with a powerful magnifying glass, notes care=
fully that I use the phrases "Jewish people” and "Jewish workePs"
interchangeably., From this he deduces brilliantly a contradiction
to my previous point that the Jewlsh workers must breask thelr pre-
sent coaléscence wlth the Jewish bourgeoisie, Further down, Shlelds
makes another brilliant deduction, From the almost axlometlc state-
ment that the Jews of Palestine should appeal to the British work-
ers for support, Shields deduces that I want the Jews "fo throw
the ir full strength behind the Labor Party of Great Britain.” One
heavy tlow follows another, He finally dedutes that I really mean
that Palistinian Jewry should support the anti=Jewlsh immigratlon
position of the British Trotskylsts. From all this I ¢an only con-
clude that there 1s no sure-fire, guaranteed defense agalnst polltlc-
al kibitzers In our movement, ' )

I have no desire to explain avay the serious errors of the
British Trotskylsts or the incidental errors of Cormrade Gates., There
are a few general nolnts ralsed by Comrade Shlelds upon which I
would like to comment, '

" Shields writes, "...all the other peoples whom Comrade Gorman
mentions, he supports simply by virtue of the fact that they are
struggling against imperialism and lays down no other condition for
his support. For the Jéws, however, this 1s not enough,” This 18
another brilliant deduction by Shiélds. Like the present party _
position, I give critical support to every anti-impériallst struggle.
But there was a different point involved when I wrote that Palistin-
fan Jewry must turn away from the Zionlst leadership which was €Xe=
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posed as bankrupt by the whole préceealngs of the Zionist Congress,
and "begln to look elsewhere, to the peoples of Egypt, Indo=-Cplna,
Indla, Burma, Malay, the Philippines, Indonesia =~ all of whom aPe
gtruggling valiantly to free themselves from imperiallst exploita-
tion and terror," In all the countiles mentioned, there has oc-
curred or 1s now occurring a violent mass military effort to expel
the inperiallst power, This 1ls not and has not been the case in
Palestine., Up to 1939, the whole Zionist leadership and program ~
based itself upon the military intérvention of the British agalnst
the possible threats of Arab resistance, Since the 1939 White Pa-

per, we have witnessed Individual acts of terror against the British,

But we know fram experience and from theory, that Individual acts
of herolsm as a substltiite for mass action only indlcate the disor-
lentation and even impotence of the masses due to lack of leader=
ship, program armd perspective, An objection might be ralsed that

a violent Jewish uprising in Palestine today would be sulcldal,
Given the present relationship of forces betwéen the small Jewlsh
population and the large Bpitlsh troop concentration, this would be
the only possible result, The problem then ls one of changing the
present relation of forces. Concretely, thls means the Arabs of
Palestine, of the nelghboring countries and, in a final sénse, the
work ing people and colonisl people of other countries must be drawn
into the struggle against British imperialist rule, Thus, a Pallis~
tinian Jewlish worker who paild serious attention to the striuggle in

‘Indo~China, Indonesia, etc, would see (1) that the 6nly alternative

to individual terrorism 1s not pesssivify but mass "terrorism” and
(2) that the present resistance and hatred of British rule In~
Palectine 1s an integral part of the world-wide revolt against im-
periallsm rather than a part of the plang of bourZeols Zlonist chau-
vinists who énvision an exclusive Jewlsh Syate wlth Jewlsh mile

and exploitation of the Arabs, Shields Interprets thls point in

my LABOR ACTION article as an insistence that tle Jews of Palestlne
"must also shake hands with all kinds of exotic people before Com~
rade Gorman will support them," VWhat can you do with this joker?

Comrade Shields exaggerates the role of the slogan of .the ~

_right of self-determination to resolve the differences between the

Jews and Arabs in Palestine. The revolutionary movement stands for
the right of self-determination for any ethnic, racisl, national
group., However, this abstract right has nothing to do with the con-
crete struggle in Palestine today end tomorrow, The prime oppres=-
sor of both Jews and Arabs are the Britlsh, The Jewlsh and Arab
ruling classes vie with each to be the excluslve instrumentallty

of British rule. The Jewish workers are in constant economic con-
flict with the Jewish capitallists and the Arab workers wlll not téo
long from now demonstrate thelr bliter hatred of the Arab effendi.,
The struggle agalnst British rule 1s therefore 1ldentlcal with the
struggle against the Jewish and Arab bourgeolsle; and, conversely,
the class and colonial solldarity of the Jewlsh and Arab workers,
How Shields continuously can compare the relatlon of the Jews and
Arabg to that of the Russians and Ukranlans or Russians and Finns
at the time of the Bolshevik Revolution 1s beyond comprehension.
All available evidence too confirms the fact that the growing soll=-
darity of the Jews and Arabs s built on the neceds and objectlves
of the class struggle. The next stage 1s to comblne unity on the~
class economlc front with uniity on the anti-imperiallst front, It
1s only by the most abstract schematic thinking and total blindness
to the socialist potentialitles of the present struggles in Pales-
tine that Shields can predict "with mathematical certainty” the
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destruction of Palistinian Jewry aftér independence is achieved,

(As examples of independent Arab states Shields provides Syria _
and Lebanon which are no more independent of France than the "banana
republics" are independent of the USJ) This lefrrhended apologia for
7ionlsm is based on at least some of the theoretical premlses of ~
Zionlsm; awe before the "ldeological cement" of "nationallsm® without
confidenge in the capaclty of a unlited working class to shatfer it
within"the dynamlcs of the class struggle; indifference to the
character of the epoch which is revolutionary on a continental and
world-wide scale which objectively changes the character of "the
gtruggle within Palestine itself; 1Indifference to £he plvotal role
occupled by the acdvaiced Jewish proletariat in relation to the op-
presséd Arab peasantry of Palestine and the nelghboring countries,.
Like the Zionists, Shlelds sees snti=semitism and national hatred

as a statlc, constant factor unaffected by the class struggle., He
assumes fundamentally the political préemises of the Jewish bourgeol-
sie = fear of an Arsb numerical majori&y , and the pollitical premlses
of the Arab bourgeolisie - fear of a Jewlsh majority. He preoccuples
himself with the schematic problem of numericel majorities after -
independence and even after soclallsm ls achleved, rather than with
the living, olmost identical needs of the Jewish and Apab masses in
the present-~day class struggle and anti~imperialist struggle.

—

“(Lest sfiyone attempt to apply the sbove arguments to the Negro .
question in the U.,S. ¢ the Npgroes have been eéspeclally enslaved,
oppressed end exploited on a racial basis br the whilte slaveholders
and capitalists for over one hundrec and fIfty years. The objective ¥
premises, therefore, exist for the applicaetion of Lenin's posltion
on the natlonsl question. This is not so in Paledtine where the
~ Arab ruling class has not oppressed or explolted the Jewish masses,
nor has the Jewish ruling class explolted or oppressed the great '
majority of the Arsbs. Rather, Toth natlons have horizontal class
struckures and both nsastions are decidedly oppressed and exploited
by a third - the British,)

One final polint. Shields objects to Trotsky's opinion that
the atfempt to achleve a Jewish state under cepitalism "is %o pose

a reactionary Utépla." - He makes it clear thet if 1is our dity In- .
stead "to stréngthen the exceptlonally weak strateglc position of -
the Jewlsh nation." What doés Shields mean? Does he propose that
we rolse Jewish immigration to Palestine as the practical solutlon R

to the problem of sntli-semitism? Or, perhaps, the slogan of a Jew=
_ ish national homeland or & Jewish state? It 1Is impoesible to reply -,
to Shields' cursory objectlons to Trotsky on this "question until o
.Shields makes adequately clear how ruch of Zionist politics and posl-
tions he now embraces., WWhat began as a few belabored jokes at the -
"éxpense of a LABOR ACTION article may end as =2 total capitulation
to Zionism,
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