) P—

The follcwing article has been sent by tne cf the Party's corres-
pocncents in Falestine. Itis published here for information and ss
8 Ciscussion article. The article dces not express the pceitisn cf
the Party.

THE JEVISH QUESTION 4ND PALESTINE

—

It is the viewpoint of m~any, that Zionism and Socialism are
irreconcilable opposites. 1Thcse people hcwever disregard the fact
that Zicnism is a bcurgecis-naticnal mcvement for liberation, which
must necesssrily contain reacticnsry elerents. Yet, this fact is a
long way from making Zionism intc a reacticnary mcvement. To
maintain this, is to thrcw ocut the baby with the bath. It means to
commit the same error as thcse whe condemn Socialism as a whole,
because the ruling strata of Russia takes many measures, allegecdly
in the name « occialism, which with the best intenticns cannot
be reconciled with Socialiem. A certain ability of abstraction
is a necessary prerequisite, for any pcliticel thinking.

Then worke s strike for higher wag.s, they take the position
that 2s sc long as the rulers cf cur present scciety are in power
they =2re responsible for it. Even the class-ccnscious wcrker who
does nct reccgnize the state de jure,coes reccegnize it de facton.,
for he cen make his cemsncs to'it, and tc it alcne. Nobedy has
ever seen in this a reacticnary positicn up to ncw.

Fcr may years before the great misfcrtune which the war years
had brcught upcn the Jewish pecple, anc whicn cculcd have been
avoided vith the timely executicn <f the Zicnist progrzm, the
Jewish pecple, in the fcrm cf the Zicnist mcvement, used to turn to
worlc public cpinion, with its cewmmnds for naticnal independence
for Palestine. They c2uld n:t turn to anybcdy other than Greot
Britain, the actual owner cf this cov~’ +. &8s long as Palestine
belongs tc Great sritain, we must necess+rily cdirect cur political
and econcmic demands tc tiiis gre:t power. Thig attitucde is 2 long
way remcved frcm acceptance, not tc menti:n from support c¢f sSritish
imperialism. The ture cwners of Falestine are witicut a doubt the
Jemish snc Arab people; and the Zicnist movement as a whole, parti- .
cularly its mass cf rank and filers (in cistincticn from its le:zders,
who like all cther bureaucratic laocr leaders are tied with a
thcusands boncés ¢f econcmic interest to the cclonial power) has
never aeld any cther positicn.

In my opinicn hcewever, the pesition that this cr that party
takes in the Zicnist movement is of very little importance. It is
irrelevant whether they demand the right of seli-determin-=tion (:une
of the basic princizles of Socisli:m) for the purpose of
establishing a Jewish naticnal state in this bi-naticnal ccuntry
(so.etiung in itself r:actionary), ¢r whether they Cemand a oi=
nationzal state. Likewise, whether they fight British imperialisa,
tc convince it of the supericr advantage of cocperating with the
Jews instead, (which is in effect black-mail) =r whether they :re
renlly sericus about driving cut the oppresscrs, is net decisive
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The f=ct remains, thrst the Arap c=mp cf all gradaticns has so
far been incapzble of prccucing a moviment th t de facto fights
imperialism, prcbably because the mzsses -f this pecple are still
too igncrant and the victims of religious fanaticism. The only
strugzle that the Arabs in Falesti.e werc capable of waging during
the three trouvle periods, ccngisted ¢f senseless anc gruesome
killing of unarmed pecestrians and ous passengers. The Jewish
uncergrcund movement cn the cther hand fights exclusively 3ritish
police ancé trccps and destrcys exclusively the property cf the
gcvernment, pclice and troops. The guesticn arises now, with the

Arabs nct yet reacy but the Jews prepared for the anti-imperialist
strugzle, whether this latter shculd be given up because it is
partially motivated by re:ctionary resscns. Invclved here is a
certain relativity. If it were a question of the most ideal
gituaticn, we woulc have a jewish-Arab workers mcvement here, which
would jcintly struggle against imperialism, until the British are
driven cut c¢f the country, and then we cculd peacefully build up a
bi-naticnelist sccislist scciety. - But, things u.fortunately are not
like that. The cnly factor that can be ccnsidered in relation to the
strugzle cgainet imperisliem is the Jewish sectcr. 1In passing, it is
interesting tc ncte that this struggle has been regarded only with
gympathy by the simple Arab folk. The Histadruth is c¢f course a
social ceémocratic, yellow, buresucr :tic labcr union, the likes of
which exist in every other part of the worlc. It ccncemns most of
the strikes of the Jewish workers as toc '"wild."

And yet, Jewish Palestine is by far the most prcgressive

. ccuntry in the kiddle East. Thus, a strengthening cf this sector

i thru further immigraticn, - the crux of the present struggle in

Falesiine - means nat only the celiverance ¢f Jers who justly have

the richt to be rescued, but alsc . he strengbhening cf all prozressive

 forces in this part of the world. Thejewish resistance movement has

i lcng 2.¢ tcrn itself from its fcrmer faith in England's -enerosity.

. The deszair and tragic sorrcws with which the Jewish r_.ple have

been afflicted, the mcst severe catastrcphe frcow which a pecple

ever had to suffer, has taught thcse who only a few years ago

| embrsced Englend and were ready tc serve as her gencarmes, that they
must oeccme their cvn gendarmes if they don't want tc share the

- miserable fate of six miliicn perished Jews. Thus, they became

 cbjectively the vanguarcd c¢f the liberaticn mcvement. And there is

} no doubt, that the prcgressive Arab circleg wnc ere deprived of all

| influence oy the ruling Chusseni party, will jcin with the Jewish

- resistznce movement, when they will march ~ne day towards ths siruggie

against England. : :

- Tre country is poor econcmically, but it cculd maintain a large
. part °f thcose who are todey dying in D.P. camps = and *hc tomorrCw
. will nc lcnger be able tc live in England and America, and wad
- cannot live anywhere else in Eurcpe-~ if the gcvirnmisent woul” not
. rob the ccuntry cry with its taXx-p.ice mincpoly. i{he Jewish Agency
¥ on the cther hand has cevelcpeC a bureaucratic strata, whih stoiies
| to cominate public life zs much as pcssible, anc which contribvutes
. 86 £02< as ncthing towsrds the integraticn of the Jewish imaizriats,
t for whom it claims to speak '
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Ine anti~-imperialist struggle of the Jewish people is in the
light <f this, as in Indonesia,-in spite cf the unceniable
partially resctionary gcal- a great step forward, fcr it cpens the
ccor to cevelopments, which its criginatcrs may perheps nct have
wanted, but which must take place nevertheless. For, the unity
cf the tvc pecples and the executicn c¢cf the sccialist revoluti n
- demanis as its first indispensable prerequisite the ccmplete

destructicn cf imperialiem, the force which whips up pecple
against cne ancther, anc which dcubly cppresses the workers.
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