Full Scale Warfare
Looms in Palestine

By AL FINDLEY question of Jaffa their main point in
Fighting in Palestine is developing ~Propaganda agdinst partition. They
into full-scale warfare. -From what ¢laim that‘ there are only two good
was primarily an attempt to control ~Y02ds leading from Tel Aviv, one of
supply lines, it has now become a which passes -thl:uugh territory in the
struggle for control of strategic posi- _Jaffa municipality. The other road,
tions. they claim, is easily flooded and any
The Arab plan of war is to anni- | rain can cut off Tel va The cap-
hilate the isolated Jewish settle- ture of Haifa by thé Haganah im-
ments in the north .(Galilee) and-in. pelled the Irgun, for prestlge reasons,
the Negev,. cut ‘off Jetusalem and to attack'Jaffa. The Haganah does not
squeeze. the. remaining Jews inte: a. seem too anxious to stop them, preb»
small strip on the coast and then ably in the hope of using the occu:
Tomere: lmrwwﬁwmpahmrvfﬁaﬁa as~a basis for future

them (Rio the gea 3 compromxse on the UN boundaries.

Jewish " plans “are to occupy and oy

hold all land in Jewish possession N ‘_"?"ELOPMENTS _

and in the boundaries of the UN- " Political developments in the UN
allocated Jewish state, to-bring in 2are moving very slowly. Military
settlers and arms through control of events in Palestine have given an
the ports, to hold out for two-three air of complete unreality to UN de-
years, in the meantime building up liberations on a truce.\The truce res-
the settlements. Building and immi- ©lution and the Truce Committee of
gration will now serve a military as DBelgian, American ‘and French -con-
well as a political and economic sular officials is not taken seriously,
function, even by its sponsors. The most that
UN observers now hope for before

attained military superiority, as the gfg’rfa;;f:me sort of truce for Jeru-
capiure of Haifa demonstrates. They . 4 .

have held every settlement and have United States suggestions for trus-
all but smashed the volunteer army teeship have been coolly received.:
of Kawukzi. This superiority can In a test vote, a pro-partition bloc
easily be reversed should an effective received 20 votes, more than enough
blockade or other reason prevent the (0 block any trusteeship proposal.
Jews from importing arms. The mili- The United States }'35 made some
tary position of the contending forces Progress in convincing England and
will be greatly affected when the France to Join in policing the trus-
Arab countries send in their regular !eeship. Negotiations are still in a
armies. Abdullah, King of TFransjor- critical state and may turn one way
dania by the grace of' His Majesty’s s or the other. However, the United
government, will play the key role. _Slates will probably be able to carry
He has the largest and best equipped 20Y Propesal through the UN. Rus-
army in the Near East. His army is sia:n action in joining the Trustee-
British-led and is paid by the Brit- Ship Council shows that the Stalin-
ish. 10,000 of his 20,000 troops are Iists are convinced that the US plan
now “keeping the peace” in Palestine, will be passed by the Assembly, and
This army can and will do nothing they are determined to have a full
without at least the tacit approval Vvolce in the trusteeship.

of London. The British face a “deli- The Arab politicians have indicated
cate problem” of how to justify the that they will accept a limited trus-
use of British officers and advisers teeship, on their own conditions.
in the invasion of British-held ter- Among the Jews, Dr. Magnes and
ritory. The answer will probably be his Ichud groud are in favor of ac-
found in some arrangement like that cepting the trusteeship. In addition,
reported for General Glubb, who has the Agudath Israel, the exireme
asked for permission to become a clericalist group, has also indicated
Transjordan citizen. His citizenship that it will accept trusteeship and.
will probably be more temporary Will not participate in any ‘“revolu-

For the time being the Jews have

than the U. 8. trusteeship. tionary” government, unauthorized
The outbreak of open warfare has by the UN. .
also encouraged the Jewish extrem- Palestine now faces the possibility

ists, who demand Jewish rule over of a new foreign ruler. That ecan
all of Palestine. For months now, the only prolong the strife between the
revisionists have been making the (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

two peoples. It ought to be clear to
all those sincerely interested in Pal-
estinian independence — especially
Arab labor unions and progressive
nationalists—that Palestine will not
and cannot achieve ils independence
by Arab attempt to forcefully pre-
vent the Jews from exercising their
elementary rights to self-determina-
tion and by the military subjugation
of ‘the Jews. Such a course will lead

not only to the strengthening of the

regctionary elements of the Arab
community but, as events indicate,
will result in a new form of foreign
rule, trusteeship. or protectorate.

ARAB-JEWISH UNITY

The road {fo independence and
unity in  Palestine requires recogni-
tion of the Jews’ right to self-deter-
mination i an independent state and

. working for the reunification of Pal-

estine on a basis that guarantees the
national rights of both peoples.
Whatever one may think of the
advisability of proclaiming a Jewish
state, one thing is clear: the Jews

are exercising their basic rights, and
any attempt to coerce them is an in-
fripgement on their democratic
rights. Labor in general and socialists
in particular cannot help but sup-
port the rights of any people to self-
determination. A special responsibili-
ty rests upon the American labor
movement since it can directly in-
fluence the United States, the govern-
ment most directly involved in the
fate of Palestine. The American la-
bor movement should demand (1)
immediate independence for Pales-
tine, (2) recognition of the Jewish
state if it is formed, (3) lifting of the
embargo on arms to the Haganah,
(4) Arab-Jewish cooperation and the
reunification of Palestine. :

The AFL and CIO ean most direct-
ly aid in achieving Arab-Jewish co-
operation by influencing the Arab
labor movement. This can be done in
the form of appeals, delegations, etc.
This may not achieve immediate re-
sults, but will definitely lay the
groundwork for Arab-Jewish coop-
eration and the cessation of fratri-
cidal warfare.



